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Objective:  To have students immerse themselves with nature by 

studying Florida Palm trees.  

 

MDC’s Learning Outcomes used for this Lesson Plan: 

Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information. 

Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social 

responsibilities. 

Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on 

the environment. 

 

Introduction: 

 South Florida is flooded with palm trees. But, do you know their names? Are 

you aware of which ones are native and which ones are not? Does your neighborhood 

have a variety of palm trees? Are they lined up in a row, or do they appear 

haphazardly?   

 For this assignment, you will walk around your neighborhood, go to the beach, 

other areas in Miami, and begin to record the palm trees you find and you will also 

find their names. Please see below for what you will need to do: 

1. Go around your neighborhood and other South Florida locations. Find a palm 

tree. Take a picture of it. You need to find at least 10 different types of palm 

trees. 

2. Go to any of the following websites and find the palm tree’s name. 

a. http://www.florida-palm-trees.com/popular-palm-trees/ 

b. http://westcoastlawns.com/florida-friendly/palm-trees-native-florida/ 

c. https://www.palmtreepassion.com/florida-palm-trees.html 

d. http://www.securityfirstflorida.com/blog/florida-palm-trees-think-

youve-seen-them-all 

e. http://www.botanical-journeys-plant-guides.com/native-florida-palm-

trees.html 
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3. Now, state which of these are native and which are non-native. 

a. Go to: http://www.botanical-journeys-plant-guides.com/native-florida-

palm-trees.html 

b. http://www.palmtalk.org/forum/index.php?/topic/42154-florida-

invasive-palms-which-ones-are-actually-bad/ 

4. Create a gallery of the photos and categorize them with: 

a. Name of Palm tree 

b. Brief description of Palm tree 

c. Native or non-native 

d. Does this type of palm have any medicinal or holistic uses for humans? 

5. Look at the palm tree gallery and ask yourself: When I look at these do I feel 

calmer? Why? 

6. Now, go back and sit somewhere and be with the palm tree. 

7. Palm tree gallery will be displayed in class the last week of classes. 
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