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The following lesson will be dedicated to understanding the speech development process using the large subject 

of Sustainability with a sub-topic of LEED Certification. 

 

Students will be develop a process applying GSELS topics to their own lives. This lesson will help 

students: 

 

Understand the purpose of asking questions to gather information. 

Define and use local examples of sustainability 

Define and understand the importance of LEED Certification in the South Florida Community 

 

Students will be required to: 

 

Read one academic article on LEED Certification 

 

Search on the internet for local buildings / public and private with LEED Certification 

 

Develop a two-minute conversation starter on the topic 

 

Organize a five-minute Persuasive Speech to encourage the local community to use LEED practices. 

 

Lesson Plan: 

 

Introduction: 

It is important for us as citizens to look around, and learn about the building construction, building use, and the 

long-term effects of a building on the community where it is placed.  

 

Informative Speaking and Conversational Knowledge: 

 

We are going to first look at a couple of ways to find information organize information and prepare a well 

written and informative speech based on questions.  

 

Question #1: 

What is a lead certified building?  

 

Question #2: 

What buildings within a 5 mile radius of Miami Dade Wolfson campus are "LEED Certified” ?  

 

Question #3: 

What are the levels of LEED Certification and what do they mean? 

Question #4: 

What elements of LEED Certification can apply to all of our lives? 

 

Discussion for Conversational Basics: 

For the next part of the process, we will discuss the situation,  understand and be able to use the key vocabulary 

words in a conversation.  



 

Lesson: We will look at images on Google that relate to what is a lead certified building.  

 

Lesson: We will organize these images into a slideshow using our questioning process with the answers and 

will present it as a class to each other so that we all understand the concept of what is a LEED building and how 

it applies to our own local community needs.  

 

Lesson: We will take the entire process to a final resolution of persuasion. We will discuss how persuasion 

changes people's minds. We will discuss how buildings such as the Frost Science Museum  and the American 

Airline Arena participate in the green process.  

 

Assignment: 

Students on their own will identify at least two or three places in South Florida that are not LEED Certified, 

owned by the public, and create several persuasive speech outlines to protest the LEED Certification process for 

these local buildings that are abusing our public resources.  

 

 

Resources to use: 

 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is a rating system devised by the United States Green 

Building Council (USGBC) to evaluate the environmental performance of a building and encourage market 

transformation towards sustainable design. 

LEED Certification - LEED Certification Requirements - Concrete Thinker 
www.concretethinker.com/solutions/LEED-Certification.aspx 
 

Understanding the LEED Certification Basics - The Balance 
https://www.thebalance.com › Small Business › Construction › Design 

 

 

Sep 9, 2016 - LEED certification is a certification process aimed at rewarding sustainable and environmentally 

friendly decisions that are part of your construction process. It is a way to demonstrate to you and your 

customers, that certain environmental goals have been achieved during the design and construction of the 

 

 

Resilience - Miami-Dade County 
www.miamidade.gov/planning/resilience.asp 

 

 

Jan 5, 2018 - The Office coordinates the implementation of the County's Sustainability Plan, GreenPrint. 

GreenPrint establishes a framework for our government and community to achieve a resilient future through a 

vibrant economy, healthy urban environments, smart mobility, and environmental stewardship. The Office ... 

Office of Resilience and Sustainability - City of Miami 
https://alpha.miamigov.com/Departments/Office-of-Resilience-and-Sustainability 
No information is available for this page. 
Learn why 

Let's Build a More Resilient and Sustainable Miami - Dream in Green 
dreamingreen.org/lets-build-a-more-resilient-and-sustainable-miami/ 

 

Jan 31, 2017 - From an environmental perspective, it is an important question as Miami sits at ground zero for sea 

level rise. The environmental challenges we are set to face will be determined by our success to build the 

infrastructure needed to make our city more resilient and also to enforce policies and programs ... 

Miami-Dade County, Office of Resilience | US Water Alliance 

http://www.concretethinker.com/solutions/LEED-Certification.aspx
https://www.thebalance.com/understanding-the-leed-certification-basics-844729
http://www.miamidade.gov/planning/resilience.asp
https://alpha.miamigov.com/Departments/Office-of-Resilience-and-Sustainability
https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/7489871?hl=en
http://dreamingreen.org/lets-build-a-more-resilient-and-sustainable-miami/
http://uswateralliance.org/organization/miami-dade-county-office-resilience


uswateralliance.org/organization/miami-dade-county-office-resilience 
 

The office leads the city in its participation in the 100 Resilient Cities Program and Green Miami, which seeks to 

conserve water, achieve energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and plan for asustainable future. 

Efforts to Advance Water Equity. To advance goals in water equity, The office has developed and ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


