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Exploring Social and Economic Justice 

Issues through the Earth Charter 

Goals 
In this lesson, the students will become familiar with The Earth Charter 

while also learning about the real life experiences of people who must 

struggle to find a balance between meeting their needs and ensuring 

equality and sustainability in a variety of realms. More specifically, the 

lesson will illuminate the conditions of marginal groups from around the 

world who (at the crossroads of economic development) must deal with 

loss of productive lands, food insecurity, displacement, unemployment 

and underemployment, lack of health care, violence, and/or inadequate 

housing conditions among other things.   

 

For this lesson, we will focus on Principle III from the earth charter, which 

deals with economic and social justice issues, and which include: 

  

 Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental 

imperative.  

 Ensure that economic activities and institutions at all levels promote 

human development in an equitable and sustainable manner. 

 Affirm gender equality and equity as prerequisites to sustainable 

development and ensure universal access to education, health care, 

and economic opportunity. 

 Uphold the right of all, without discrimination, to a natural and social 

environment supportive of human dignity, bodily health, and spiritual 

well-being, with special attention to the rights of indigenous peoples 

and minorities.  

Sociology is a field of immense 

dimensions. A typical introductory 

course of sociology covers a wide 

range of topics that traditionally include 

critical areas of race, gender, social 

class, religion, politics, and education. 

However, traditional introductory 

classes often fail to emphasize on the 

complexities associated with 

sustainability, environmental justice, 

and the impact of the economy on the 

rights of the natural environment and its 

inhabitants. The purpose of this 

lesson plan is to include the 

objectives of the Earth Charter as a 

mechanism to familiarize sociology 

students with those areas of society 

and the environment that may not 

traditionally be a part of the 

introduction to sociology curriculum.  

 

Within its framework, the introduction to 

sociology class is expected to address 

the following MDC learning outcomes: 

 Solve problems using critical and 

creative thinking and scientific 

reasoning 

 Demonstrate knowledge of diverse 

cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives. 

 Create strategies that can be used to 

fulfill personal, civic, and social 

responsibilities. 

 Describe how natural systems 

function and recognize the impact of 

humans on the environment 

 

These Learning outcomes provide a 

great opportunity for using the goals 

of The Earth Charter as relative and 

innovative approaches to the study 

of sociology and to the challenges of a 

complex and intertwined modern world.  

 



 

I. Students will be assigned to read and summarize the principles of 
the Earth Charter. However, for this activity, we will focus on 
section III, which deals with social and economic justice issues.  

II. In class, students will watch the following short documentaries, 

 Ghana: Digital Dumping Ground 

 The Story of Stuff 
 

III. Next, in groups of two or three the students will discuss and 
answer the following questions regarding the short documentaries.  

1. What are some of the mayor implications highlighted by the 
“Ghana” video? 

2. What does the history of stuff video mean by the concept of 
“externalizing costs?” 

3. Who should be responsible for controlling and regulating the 
disposal of electronics (government, individual companies, 
consumer protection groups, etc.)? 

4. Do you think the free market is the optimal way of achieving 
responsible production, consumption, and disposal of products 
in the world? Explain why or why not.  
 

IV. Finally, students will be asked to write an individual reflection 
linking the points of Principle III. Of the Earth Charter to the overall 
assessment of the documentaries and the group discussions.  

V. The assigned essay reflection will be used to assess the students 
learning and understanding of the lesson’s objectives.  

Assignment 
 

The Earth Charter is an ethical 
framework for building a just, 
sustainable, and peaceful global 
society in the 21st century. It 
seeks to inspire in all people a 
new sense of global 
interdependence and shared 
responsibility for the well-being 
of the whole human family, the 
greater community of life, and 
future generations. It is a vision 
of hope and a call to action.  
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Instructional Objectives 
At the completion of this lesson, students must, 

 Be familiar with the Earth Charter and its principles 

 Recognize the interconnectedness that exists between natural 

systems and socio-economic activities 

 Understand the relationship between the processes of production, 

consumption, and disposal and human experiences along 

 Identify power dynamics in global production and the consequences 

of inequality for the world’s poor, women, and children 

 


