
Professor Jessica AuBuchon, MS, LMHC, NCC  

Social Sciences,  

CLP1006 Psychology of Personal Effectiveness 

Miami Dade College, North Campus  

  

 

Lesson Plan Name: Three Ways Cryptocurrency Can Address Global Poverty 

and World Hunger 

 

Objectives: Assist students in understanding how emerging cryptocurrency and 

blockchain technologies can help people in improvised countries.  

 

Learning outcomes:  Students will have a better understanding of how 

cryptocurrency is uniquely positioned to change the way we address global poverty 

by targeting unbanked communities that do not have access to mainstream 

payment services. Addressing three main areas; sending aid without corruption, 

economic identity and banking for developing economies, saving money in 

unstable environments.  

 

 

 

In class assignment: 

 

1. Sending aid without corruption  

 

Syrian Refugee Crisis and the World Food  

In 2017 the World Food Program supported more than 10,000 Syrian refugees with 

digital currency vouchers to trade at selected markets in Jordan, successfully 

transferring $1.4M and eliminating corruption.  

 

Students are to create a scenario similar to the Syrian Refugee crisis where they 

use digital currency vouchers to trade in markets which will provide refugees 

access to food.   

 

 

2. Economic identity and banking for developing economies 

 

Cryptocurrency could be used to provide a financial identity to the 40% of 

adults who are unbanked, most of whom live in developing economies.  

https://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/blockchain-against-hunger-harnessing-technology-support-syrian-refugees
http://www.cgap.org/about/faq/who-are-2-billion-unbanked-adults-globally
http://www.cgap.org/about/faq/who-are-2-billion-unbanked-adults-globally


Billions of adults cite barriers such as fees, distance to banks, lack of unnecessary 

documentation, and not having enough assets to warrant an account.  

 

Students are to create a scenario where cryptocurrency is used eliminate the 

barriers blocking the individual rights to economic identity and banking.   

 

 

 

3. Saving money in unstable environments.  

 

For many people in emerging economies, long term savings are challenging due to 

high inflation, government corruption, and the risks of assets being seized if money 

is stored in local financial institutions. Cryptocurrency provides a way to avoid 

local institutions.  

 

Students are to create a scenario where they use cryptocurrency as an alternative to 

combat hyperinflation in Venezuela (5000% in 2017) and South Sudan (600% in 

2016).  

 

  

http://www.businessinsider.com/the-worlds-unbanked-population-in-6-charts-2017-8#the-mobile-money-market-is-expanding-in-developing-countries-in-particular-while-only-2-of-adults-worldwide-have-a-mobile-money-account-12-of-adults-in-sub-saharan-africa-have-one-half-of-whom-have-no-other-account-the-countries-with-the-highest-percentag
http://blogs.worldbank.org/futuredevelopment/nine-reasons-why-corruption-destroyer-human-prosperity
https://panampost.com/helena-ball/2018/03/04/venezuela-only-one-way-fix-worlds-most-miserable-country-hyperinflation/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-southsudan-inflation-idUKKCN10J1OC
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-southsudan-inflation-idUKKCN10J1OC

