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Introduction 

Many students are introduced to the social sciences through ISS 1120 The Social Environment. As 

taught at the Wolfson Campus, ISS 1120 also incorporates elements of global citizenship and civic 

engagement. The course culminates in a group project based on addressing a community issue 

through service-learning and developing a meme about the issue to present to the class. The 

following lesson plan augments the group project by introducing students to the Earth Charter 

and asking them to select their topics from and situate their project within the charter’s 

principles. Doing so will help students see the many ways in which the issues they face in their 

community are shared by others in the global community; develop an ethical foundation for 

addressing those needs; and develop solutions and goals for addressing the needs that are 

grounded in the larger aim of improving life for all beings sharing in our collective fate. 

 

Goals 

Students often engage in service-learning projects with minimal grounding in the larger impact of 

the issues they are addressing or the shared fate with other members of the global community. 

Grounding the student service- learning group project in the Earth Charter seeks to establish the 

larger connections to other communities while addressing local needs. It also provides an ethical 

framework that allows students to see how their efforts contribute to larger solutions to the 

problems facing life on planet Earth. At the end of the lesson, students should be able to: 

understand the ethical principles of the Earth Charter; identify local problems that impact the 

community and the environment; understand how these are nested in larger issues facing 

communities around the globe; identify solutions to the issues; be a part of the solution through 

service-learning in a local organization addressing the issue; explain why the issue is important 

using the Earth Charter; and the describe the solution and their experiences participating in 

service-learning to their peers. 

Instructional Objectives  

At the end of the lesson, students should: 

1) Understand the ethical principles of the Earth Charter; 

2) Understand that local problems are situated in larger global issues facing many different 

communities; 

3) Understand that solutions are being developed at the local and global level to address 

these issues; 

4) Understand that they are part of the solution through active engagement in local 

organizations and as concerned members of the community; 



5) Describe the issue within the framework of the Earth Charter, the importance of addressing 

it, and solutions currently being employed to address it. 

Assignment 

The following activity is designed as a semester-long group project, but may be done over a few 

class sessions if the service-learning component is omitted. 

 

1. Students are introduced to ethical principles of the Earth Charter. 

2. Students are placed in groups of no more than four based on their interest in issues facing 

the local community. 

3. Students will align the issue they would like to address with the principles of the Earth 

Charter. 

4. Students will research solutions to their issue and identify local organization(s) with which 

they can conduct service-learning. 

5. Students will conduct 20 hours of service-learning each with an organization addressing the 

issue they are interested in.  

6. Students will develop a meme and presentation for the class in which they explore the 

following questions: 

a. Why is the issue you addressed important to the local community and how does it 

relate to the principles of the Earth Charter? 

b. What are solutions being taken to address the issue and what local organizations are 

working on it? What did you learn through your service-learning experience? 

c. How does your meme address the issue?  

7. Students will write a reflection essay on their service-learning experiences. 

8. Students will be assessed relative to the lesson objectives through the demonstration of 

group work, presentation, meme, and completion of the reflection essay. 

GSELS Objectives 

The lesson addresses the following GSELS objectives: 
1. Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. 

2. Describe the roles of personal and social responsibility in protecting Earth’s abundance and 

beauty for future generations. 

5. Explain how cultural diversity, tolerance, compassion, nonviolence and peace contribute to 

global sustainability.  

7. Examine situations and issues from a systematic perspective. 

10. Discuss how access to education, healthcare and economic prosperity affect global 

sustainability. 

12. Analyze the interdependence of society, economics, and nature at the local, regional, and 

global levels. 

13. Discuss the relationship between poverty, ethics, health, society, and the environment. 

14. Compare and contrast human actions and attitudes toward the community of life and their 

impact on global well-being. 

18. Document democratic principles that enhance global sustainability and peace. 

20. Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability (service-

learning). 


