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LESSON PLAN 
75 minutes 
Topic: The Vital Links between the Amazon Rainforest, Global Warming, and You 

I. Goal: To identify the dangers the Amazon Rainforest faces 
II. Materials Needed: a map of South America 

III. Lesson Objectives—by the end of the lesson, students will… 
a. Learn that the Amazon Rainforest has long been recognized as a repository of ecological treasures not 

only for local tribes but also for the rest of the world. 
b. Realize that as forests burn and global warming worsens, the impact of Amazon deforestation continues 

to decimate the fragile ecological processes that have developed over millions of years. 
c. Understand that trees greatly reduce levels of carbon dioxide emitted from both natural and human 

sources. That is, plants remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and absorb it for photosynthesis, 
releasing oxygen into the air and reducing the greenhouse effect. 

d. Be aware that when forests burn, carbon matter is also released as carbon dioxide. 
e. Find out that where rainforests once stood and pastures appear, more carbon dioxide is released by the 

metabolic processes of cattle. 
f. Recognize that with forests gone, the crops that replace forests only absorb a fraction of the carbon 

dioxide as compared to rainforests. 
g. By the end of the lesson, the Amazon Rainforest will be more a live ecological organism rather than a 

dot on a map. 
IV. Distribute Handouts with the Following Information: 

a. How climate is controlled favorably by the exchange of  vast amounts of water and energy into the 
atmosphere by tropical forests and woodlands. 

b. How evaporated water reaches lakes, rivers and the ocean, further benefiting climate. 
c. How and why rainforest organisms that cure diseases and support sustainable agriculture must be 

protected. 
d. How the Yanomamo have perfected the use of chemical compounds found in plants and animals. 
e. How only one half of 1% of flowering plants in the Amazon Rainforest have been studied in detail for 

their medicinal potential, leaving the door open to the discovery of many other life-saving substances. 
V. Student Activities: 

a. Students will watch portions of National Geographic Wild- Amazon Forest/Rainforest BBC Documentary 
on You Tube. 

b. Students will write 5 sentences about such videos. They may offer solutions to the challenges presented. 
VI. Assessment Questions: 

a. Why is the Amazon Rainforest important? 
b. When/if the Amazon temperatures rise by 2 or 3 degrees, what kind of catastrophes can you predict? 
c. If 50% of the Amazon Rainforest turns into a dry savanna, what will the consequences be? 
d. If there is reduced rainfall in the future, what changes will there be in the nutrients contained in the 

streams and rivers. Will those changes affect aquatic life? 
e. Could the Amazonian Rainforest possibly cure you? 
f. How would wildlife be affected in the rainforest if we lose animal species? Why? 

VII. Homework: 
a. Check to see if there are any protected areas in the Amazon. 
b. Go online, identify two Amazonian tribes, and describe their dependency on the rainforest. 

c. Watch amazonwatch.org  work-climate-change-and-the-amazon-rainforest  and comment. 


