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Lesson Topic: SENCER and Sustainability 
Objective: Lesson will support that following MDC Learning Outcomes: 
#4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 
#8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 
#10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment.  
 
Course Competencies covered in the lesson:  

 Use Internet communication tools, web search engines, meta-search engines, specialized search 
engines, and subject directories to locate and access relevant information resources  

 Document Internet resources using MLA or APA style guides 
 
The class will do a project regarding the recycling of electronic materials including computers and other 
devices such as old cell phones. This will be a semester-long project.  
 
As a part of the project, students will be asked to be involved with the IAC Recycles Day or Earth Day. 
They will be asked to bring old electronic items they no longer use or ask for these items from family 
members or friends. If service learning can be obtained for helping staff the electronics collection effort 
during these times, they will obtain service learning credit. Once the materials have been collected 
during those days, the students will be asked to review the items that were collected. Items will be 
counted (example: x # of cell phones, x # of computers) by the students.  
 
Based on what was collected, the students will be asked to research information on where to recycle 
these items and what types of parts can be recycled and reused again. I will develop a LibGuide or adapt 
an existing one to include information on sources about recycling these types of materials. I would then 
ask the students to use the LibGuide to locate information on where these materials might end up or 
how they can be recycled. I will put some sources for this in the LibGuide but they could also research 
other sources of information themselves since research is such a big part of the course. If possible, I 
would like to find a local company involved in these recycling efforts that the students could research 
and/or visit. 
 
The end product would be a combination research/reflection paper of 4 to 5 pages which will be worth 
20% of their grade. The reflection part would focus on their experiences in collecting and reviewing the 
items they found and the research part would cover what electronics could be recycled out of those 
gathered or how these types of electronics can be recycled. For the research portion of the paper, they 
will need to use various Internet tools to find sources which covers one of the course competencies. The 
paper will need to use either MLA or APA documentation style which covers the other course 
competency. The Student Assessment of their Learning Gains (SALG) will also be used as an assessment 
tool at the end of the term.   


