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Lesson Topic: Deep Ecology 

Objective: Lesson will support the following MDC Learning Outcomes:. 
#4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information. 

#8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively. 

#10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 

 

Course Competencies covered in the lesson:  

 Identify research topics and devise effective search strategies to utilize appropriate Internet 
resources and Internet-accessible library databases in the research process  

 Use Internet communication tools, web search engines, meta-search engines, specialized search 
engines, and subject directories to locate and access relevant information resources 

 Evaluate the credibility, quality, and accuracy of Internet resources for specific information 
needs  

 Document Internet resources using MLA or APA style guides 
 

Pre-class Activity: 

Using a flipped classroom model, the students will watch videos/video segments from the Films on 

Demand library database on the topic of deep ecology or nature and spirituality. These film segments 

will be embedded in a section of the Blackboard course the students use. The students will be choosing 

one of these two topics for their research paper which is due at the end of the course. The students will 

be asked to take notes on the videos they watch since they will be discussing them during the next class 

period. The in-class activity will be explained to the students so they know what types of notes to take 

(keywords/terms, people names’ associated with the topics, etc.). 

For deep ecology, students will watch the following video segments from an interview with David Orton 

who is a proponent of deep ecology:  

Deep Ecology Awareness (4:19 minutes long) 

http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264780&tScript=0  

Deep Ecology Concept (2:20 minutes long) 

http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264781&tScript=0  

Deep Ecology Theory (5:45 minutes long) 

http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264788&tScript=0  

Thinking Like a Mountain (5:27 minutes long) 

(http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264788&tScript=0#0) 

which is 5:27 minutes long.       

http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264780&tScript=0
http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264781&tScript=0
http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264788&tScript=0
http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=58271&loid=264788&tScript=0#0


For nature and spirituality the students will watch the full video The Environment: Let’s Talk about 

Religion (http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=129120&tScript=0) which 

is 16:44 minutes long. 

In-class Activity: 

This in-class activity will take place after Lesson 2 which covers search strategies to use when doing 

research using the Internet. The students will divide into two groups at the beginning of class, 

depending on which topic they have chosen for their research paper. Once within one of those two 

groups, they will divide into pairs. Using the notes taken during the video they watched, they will come 

up with possible keywords, search strategies, and possible thesis statements to use to look for websites 

and sources in library databases. They will make notes on the keywords and search strategies they came 

up with which they can then use when they do their own searching for sources for their research paper. 

Each smaller group will then report to their larger group after 15 minutes of brainstorming.  

Class Assignment: 

The class assignment will be a short three page research paper on an aspect of either deep ecology or 

nature and spirituality. The students will use the keywords, search strategies, and thesis statements they 

brainstormed during the class session to help them with the searching needed to complete the research 

paper. One of the other lessons in the course deals with citing sources in either MLA or APA style. The 

paper will be submitted at the end of the course after students have done their research and will be 

submitted in the students’ choice of citation style.  

 

http://fod.infobase.com.db16.linccweb.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=129120&tScript=0

