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Goal:  Students will learn about the Earth Charter and how their career choice can impact the local 
and global community.  
 
GSELS-related Objectives to be covered: 
1 Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter.   
7 Examine situations and issues from a systemic perspective. 
15 Evaluate economic activity and institutions by their contribution to society in the larger 

ecological context.  
17 Explain the precautionary principle and identify how it can be employed to prevent unintended 

impacts on human and/or ecological systems. 
20  Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability through 

service learning/civic engagement. 
 
Activity Outline 

1. Watch System Thinking video: A Cautionary Tale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17BP9n6g1F0   

a. Discuss Systems Thinking and how it can be applied in every level of your career 
pathway. 

2. Introduce the Earth Charter 
(http://www.earthethicsinstitute.org/Resources/echarter_english.pdf) and the purpose it serves. 
Will have each student take turns reading the bold-faced principle. 

3. Students will be placed into groups accordingly by meta-major.  
a. Students will discuss how their anticipated career choice can both positively and 

negatively impact our future. 
4. Within their groups, students will identify 3 principles from the Earth Charter they should 

consider relevant to their career choice. 
a. Students will reflect their 3 choices through drawings sketched out on big memo pad 

paper or white board. 
b. Students must agree and share on one outcome, that as a result from their occupation, 

may negatively affect the earth. 
c. Students will share ideas on how they can promote global sustainability and lighten their 

impact on ecological and social systems in their future occupation.  
5. Students will share their findings with the class by group. 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. What is Systems Thinking and why should I consider this way of thought? 
2. How can the Earth Chapter be used as a guide for our lives personally and professionally? 
3. What impact does my career choice have on the Earth? 
4. What are the ethical implications of career choice in relation to the Earth Charter?  
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