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Skills and Strategies | Fake News vs. Real News: 
Determining the Reliability of Sources in relation to 
Climate Change 
 
Students will have to read, gather, separate fact from fiction, as well as formulate a conclusion 

on the truth of Climate change. During the entire process, they will have to spot the fake news 

and dissect it. In doing so they will apply the News/Media literacy skills discussed and taught in 

class. Then students will have to write their own original article on their conclusive findings on 

the realness of climate change supported by scholarly research.  

Exercise #1 

What is News Literacy and Why Do You Need It? 

The concept of ―media literacy‖ has been around for decades, but ―news literacy‖ is a new field that is growing 

as fast as the boundaries around old definitions of journalism are being dismantled. 

1. How many viral posts — whether articles, videos or photographs — do you click on each week? How 
many on average do you share on social media? 

2. How often do you check to make sure what you are sharing or commenting on is real? How do you 
go about finding that out? 

3. How much do you care if a story purporting to be real actually is? 

4. How much more careful are you with online sources when you are doing work for school than when 
you are simply surfing the web for fun? How do you decide what is a reliable source for your 
schoolwork? 

5. What sources of news do you usually trust? What sources do you rarely trust? Why? 

6. What responsibility do journalists and news outlets who post or link these stories have to make 
sure they are true? Is it their job to make sure something is not a hoax before they cover or link to it? 
How do you think they go about verifying information? 

7. Can embellished, or outright fake, stories have real-world consequences? What examples can you 
give? 

8. In a world where news can be reported by anyone with a cellphone, how do you decide what is 
true? What questions should you ask to find out? What personal rules might you develop to decide 
what news you post and when you post it? What harm might be done by not following those rules? 

Exercise #2 

Read and dissect the following articles:  

―Climate change Denial is the original Fake News‖ 

http://time.com/4664173/climate-change-denial-fake-news/ 

https://medialiteracyproject.org/learn/media-literacy/
http://time.com/4664173/climate-change-denial-fake-news/


“Exxon's Oil Industry Peers Knew About Climate Dangers in the 1970s, Too” 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/22122015/exxon-mobil-oil-industry-peers-knew-about-climate-
change-dangers-1970s-american-petroleum-institute-api-shell-chevron-texaco 

―Exposed: How world leaders were duped into investing billions over manipulated global warming 
data‖ 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4192182/World-leaders-duped-manipulated-global-

warming-data.html 

―Scott Pruitt‘s Misleading Senate Testimony – Will ‗Alternative Science‘ Replace Real Science at 

EPA?‖ 

http://blogs.edf.org/climate411/2017/02/08/scott-pruitts-misleading-senate-testimony-will-

alternative-science-replace-real-science-at-epa/ 

―Climate Science: Assumptions, Policy Implications, and the Scientific Method‖ 

http://democrats.science.house.gov/hearing/climate-science-assumptions-policy-implications-and-

scientific-method 

―Fairness and the Climate Change Language Debate‖ 

http://drc.centerfornewsliteracy.org/resource/fairness-and-climate-change-language-debate 

 ―Jim Inhofe‘s snowball has disproven climate change once and for all‖ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2015/02/26/jim-inhofes-snowball-has-

disproven-climate-change-once-and-for-all/?utm_term=.3a10518163da 

―Hot & Cold Media Spin: A Challenge To Journalists Who Cover Global Warming‖ 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/speechitem.cfm?party=rep&id=263759 

 

Exercise #3 

 Write your own original article on your conclusive findings on the realness of climate change 

supported by scholarly research.  
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