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Lesson Plan 
Sustainability by Industry 

Sustainability: The most often quoted definition comes from the UN World Commission on Environment and 
Development: “sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” In the charter for the UCLA 
Sustainability Committee, sustainability is defined as: “the physical development and institutional operating 
practices that meet the needs of present users without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs, particularly with regard to use and waste of natural resources. Sustainable practices support 
ecological, human, and economic health and vitality. Sustainability presumes that resources are finite, and 
should be used conservatively and wisely with a view to long-term priorities and consequences of the ways in 
which resources are used.” In simplest terms, sustainability is about our children and our grandchildren, and the 
world we will leave them. 

Directions: You will conduct research on an industry of your choice, and deconstruct its infrastructure to get at 
the core values, the mode of operations, its intended audience, and the full impact that the industry has on all the 
ecosystems it touches. Finally, you will explore what the future of your respective industry will look like and 
incorporate the lens of sustainable best practices to make your industry resilient, cognizant of its place in the 
fabric of society, and ethically sound. 

Industries at a Glance: https://www.bls.gov/iag/tgs/iag_index_alpha.htm 

Questions 

1) What oaths do your professions have/take? 
 
 

2) Who holds your industry accountable (Regulates)? 
 
 

3) What is the mission of your industry? Is there a specific model the industry adheres to? 
 
 

4) What is the impact on the community, environment, economy, etc. of your selected industry?  
 
 

5) How do they measure their success? Failures? 
 
 

6) How have they improved and/or changed, if any? 

 

7) How does your industry communicate their services/ products to the public (distribution and 
marketing)? 
 
 

https://www.bls.gov/iag/tgs/iag_index_alpha.htm


8) What does the future look like for your profession (Trends, etc.)?  
 
 

9) Are any of their practices sustainable? Why or why not? 


