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I.  Subject: Speech Level – 4                    

Topic:  How human activity impacts our environment                                                  

Grade:  College level                                                                                                        

Time:  One 75-minute lesson                                                                                                                    

II.  Goal: In this this multi-part unit, the students will become familiar with basic terms 

relating to changes in the natural environment.  Students will be exposed to various 

types of extended discourse on the subject of our natural world - mirroring the 

content/delivery of a college level biology class.   Students will participate in 

discussions of the effects and causes of various types of environmental degradation.    

Students will take notes on an academic lecture relating to human activity and its 

effect on the natural world.                                                         

III.  Instructional Objectives: Students will:  

1. Study English vocabulary related to the environment and some of the most 

pressing environmental issues.   

2. Discuss what the terms mean.  Why are these terms important?  

3. Increase awareness of how natural world is changing through the extinction of 

many species of flora and fauna, the degradation of habitat, and the introduction 

of exotics.   

4. Synthesize the impact of human activity on our natural world.                                                                        

IV.  Content Outline:  

1. View images of our world and guess “natural” or “man-made.”    

2. Preview vocabulary, listen to, and take notes on an academic lecture from a 

biological sciences class similar to “Our Natural World.”              

3. Discuss the lecture. 

4. Check for comprehension.  

V.  Instructional strategies:  



Set (Warm up or pre-listening) 

1. Listening preparation.  Students will view fifteen images of the world around us 

and guess whether the scene is “natural” or “man-made.”  Students will discuss 

what the terms mean and why? If there is a difference - what is it? Why are the 

differences important? 

2. Preview of vocabulary and sentences.  Students will focus on low frequency items 

and story-specific items with a gloss.  Students will preview the items in the talk 

specific context as well. 

3. Rhetorical listening cues.  Instructor will highlight structures and organizational 

patterns used in the talk by writing them on the board.  Open classroom discussion.  

Activity Listening   

1. Initial Listening.  Passage in its entirety at a natural pace with clear delivery.  

Students close eyes and LISTEN.   

2. Mental Rehearsal and Review.  The passage is delivered very slowly with thought 

groups separated.  Students are to repeat the units sub-vocally “only in their own 

minds.”  The rehearsal allows for “chunking.”   Students are still only listening.                                                                

3. Consolidation.  This final listen presents the lecture at a normal pace with all of the 

redundancies and hesitations of normal speech.  Students take notes now.  

Closure   

1. Open classroom discussion of concepts in lecture.   

2. Instructor answers any questions, checks for comprehension, and corrects factual 

errors.   

Homework   

1. Snap a photo on your cellphone that show an example of environmental 

degradation that you encounter in your daily routine.  It may be in your 

neighborhood or around school or even something you see on your way to work. 

2.  Send the photo to palomarmagno@gmail.com.  All photos will be used in a future 

class as we work our way through the unit on the environment.                                                    

VI.  Assessment:  Students will check their comprehension and recall of factual information 

presented in the talk.  Assessment is composed of multiple choice questions, true-false 

questions, and short answer questions.  

VII. Materials 

 1. White board, dry erase markers, digital projector, audio system with speakers                                                                                                                                                           

 2. Fifteen photographs of the world around us; roughly half will be man-made  

mailto:palomarmagno@gmail.com


  structures, the other half nature-made (teacher produced)                                                              

 3. Vocabulary sheet with glossary (teacher produced)                                                                                

 4. Audio CD with “Our Natural World” lecture                                                                                                                                                       

 5. Comprehension questions in various formats 

VIII. Home learning extension 

 Use your computer to research the status of your favorite animal or plant.  Is its 

existence threatened by human activity?  Prepare a short (one or two-minutes only) 

presentation for the class on the plant or animal you chose.  Let the class know how human 

activity has impacted your choice.  If you wish, you may choose a man-made feature or 

natural region of the planet (e.g. The Yangtze River Dam or The Amazon River Basin).  

IX.  General Education Outcomes 

 Outcome #1 Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

 skills.                                                                                                                                                     

 Outcome #10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of 

 humans on the environment. 

 


