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Lesson Plan Outline 

 

I.   Subject: EAP 0420 (English for Academic Purposes)  Reading Level – 4                                              

 Topic:  Cape Florida State Park and Invasive Plants                                                                       

 Grade:  College level                                                                                                                                            

 Time:  One 75-minute lesson                                                                                                                     

II.  Goal: In this this multi-part unit, students will become familiar with terms relating to the issue of 

invasive species in general and these plants in the South Florida ecosystem specifically.  Students will 

be exposed to information on what exactly invasive means and how these species differ from native 

species/indigenous plants.   Students will participate in a discussion of the effect of invasive species 

on native species and the entire ecosystem in which they are found.  Students will discuss the role of 

human activity in introducing these species into our ecosystem and its effect on South Florida.                                                          

III.  Instructional Objectives: Students will:  

1. Study English vocabulary related to the issue of invasive species.   

2. Discuss what the terms mean and why these terms are important.  

3. Increase awareness of how climate conditions make growing native species much less expensive 

and how much more difficult it is to maintain exotics.    

4. Synthesize the impact of human activity on our natural world.                                                                        

IV.  Content Outline:  

1. Preview pertinent vocabulary and discuss.     

2. Read a brochure produced by the University of Florida extension office about invasive plants.  

3. Discuss the reading and work to determine the role of human activity in causing proliferation of 

six identified plants.    

4. Recall factual info and respond orally to questions related to reading.   

V.  Instructional strategies:  

Set (Warm up or pre-reading) 

1. Reading preparation.  Students will view images of nearly identical species and be asked – “Can 

you spot the difference?”  Students will discuss what the various plants shown are. Is the 

difference important?  

2. Preview of vocabulary and sentences.  Students will focus on low frequency items and story-

specific items with a gloss.  Students will preview the items in the reading in specific context as 

well. 



3. Students will be presented with four skills necessary for good readers: skimming for main ideas, 

scanning for specific information, reading for through comprehension, and reading critically. 

Activity Reading    

1. Initial look.  Entire brochure will be examined at a rather superficial level – skimming its entirety.    

2. Review.  Instructor will read the excerpt slowly with thought groups separated.  Students will 

repeat the units sub-vocally.  The rehearsal allows for “chunking.”   Students are still only 

listening.   Instructor will ask students to scan for answers to questions.                                                              

3. Consolidation.  Students will take turns reading parts of the brochure. Instructor will check for 

thorough comprehension.  

Closure   

1. Open classroom discussion of concepts in reading.   

2. Instructor answers any questions, checks for comprehension, and corrects errors.   

3. Students will read and discuss final page of brochure – Help Us Control Invasive Plants by 

Keeping Them Out of Your Landscape at Home.    

4. Students will be asked to read critically – evaluate the list.  Is it worthwhile? Can it be 

accomplished? Will it help?  

Homework   

  Students will use their computers to conduct research on “Australian Pines in Bill Baggs Cape 

Florida State Park.”  What was the problem?  How did Hurricane Andrew figure into the issue?  

Students should be prepared to discuss their answers during our next class.  

VI.  Assessment:  Students will check their comprehension and recall of factual information presented in 

 the reading.  Assessment is composed of open ended questions, true-false questions, and 

 short answer questions.  

VII. Materials 

 1. White board, dry erase markers, A/V system with digital projector                                                                                                                                                           

 2. Digital images of various species of native and non-native plants.                                                                                                                                              

 3. Brochure from University of Florida extension service “Invasive plants you should know” Bill  

  Baggs Cape Florida State Park.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 4. Comprehension questions in various formats 

VIII. Home learning extension 

 Students will find one invasive plant in their back yard at home, remove it by the root, and 

bring it class for discussion.                                                      

IX.  General Education Outcomes 

 Outcome #1 Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.                                                                                                                                                     

 Outcome #10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

 environment. 


