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EAP 0420 (English for Academic Purposes)  Reading Level – 4                                           

Topic:  Habitat Loss                                                                                                                                

Time:  One 90-minute lesson                                                                                                                      

II.  Goal: In this this unit, students will become familiar with some terms necessary to discuss a Pine 

Rockland habitat, its degradation, and loss.   Students will be exposed to information on how South 

Florida’s Pine Rockland habitat which once covered the area has shrunk.  Students will hypothesize 

on how the complete loss of this ecosystem might affect certain species of animals and plants and 

participate in a discussion of the effect of habitat loss.  Students will discuss the role of human 

activity in bringing about loss of habitat.  Students will also discuss ways that everyday citizens can 

work to stop further loss.                                                          

III.  Instructional Objectives: Students will:  

1. Study English vocabulary related to the issue of Pine Rockland habitat.    

2. Discuss what the terms mean and why the terms are important. 

3. Understand what a Pine Rockland is, what it looks like, and why it is disappearing.   

4. Increase awareness of how development is threatening one of the world’s most unique 

ecosystems.   

5. Synthesize the impact of human activity on our natural world.                                                                        

IV.  Content Outline:  

1. Preview pertinent vocabulary and discuss.     

2. Read a 3 paragraph essay “Causes of Habitat Destruction.”  

3. Watch a video produced by the National Park Service on  

Everglades National Park’s Pine Rocklands.     

4. Read a press release from Center for Biological Diversity  

5. Discuss strategies to stop destruction of this unique and vital habitat.    

V.  Instructional strategies:  

Set (Warm up with reading) 

1. Reading preparation.  Students will preview important vocabulary and concepts. 

2. Students will read a three paragraph essay on habitat destruction. 

3. Instructor will check for comprehension and will write some terms on board. 

Activity - Video     



1. Initial look.  Students will watch a 9-minute video produced by the National Park Service about 

the Pine Rocklands in Everglades National Park.     

2. Review.  Instructor will recap the video orally while students check their notes for gaps, answer 

questions, and discuss new or difficult vocabulary.                                                              

3. Consolidation.  Students will watch the video a second time in order to increase comprehension 

and retention.   

Closure   

1. Open classroom discussion of concepts in video.   

2. Instructor answers any questions, checks for comprehension, and corrects errors.   

3. Students will read and discuss Center for Biological Diversity’s press release on The Richmond 

Tract.  Students will be encouraged to express their opinions.     

4. Students will be asked to think critically using how and why questions.  How does unchecked 

development affect the natural world?  Why would we want to drive any plant or animal to 

extinction?  Is it possible for humans and other animals to co-exist?    Is preserving some 

semblance of our natural world worthwhile? If so, why?   

Homework   

  Students will use their computers to conduct research on why the burn in a Pine Rockland 

habitat is so critical.  What is the problem when there is no burn?  If human development encircles a 

Pine Rockland habitat – is the burn possible? What are some limitations and why? Students should be 

prepared to discuss their answers during our next class.  

VI.  Assessment:  Students will check their comprehension and recall of factual information presented in 

 the reading.  Assessment is composed of open ended questions, true-false questions, and 

 short answer questions.  

VII. Materials 

1. White board, dry erase markers, A/V system with digital projector                                                                                                                                                           

2            Teacher produced photocopy of “Causes of Habitat Loss”                                                                                                                                                                                 

3. Teacher produced hand-out of vocabulary from National Park Service Video                                                                                                                                               

3. National Park Service Video                                                                                                                                               

4. Press release from Center for Biological Diversity                                                                                                                        

5. Comprehension questions in various formats                                                                                                                  

VIII. Home learning extension 

 Students will find a limestone ridge in their neighborhood and take a photo of it.  They should 

bring in the photo for a wall mounted mural.                                                       

IX.  General Education Outcomes 

 Outcome #1 Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.                                                                                                                                                     

 Outcome #10 Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

 environment. 



About the Pine Rocklands 
Florida’s pine rocklands are some of the most imperiled lands in the world. They are characterized by 

limestone rock outcroppings with a low understory of tropical and temperate shrubs, palms, vines, 

grasses and herbaceous wildflowers — as well as a single species of overstory tree, the slash pine. With 

very little soil substrate and a dependence on fire, these ecosystems are among the world’s rarest forests, 

occurring only in South Florida and the Bahamas. They once spanned 185,000 acres of Miami-Dade 

County, but now — thanks to rampant development — just 2 percent of those lands remain outside 

Everglades National Park. Florida’s pine rocklands are now regarded as critically imperiled globally, and 

the plants and animals that rely on them are extremely rare.  

The Richmond pine rockland tract, the largest privately owned tract, is slated for development. The 

University of Miami acquired the tract for free as military surplus land in 1981 and 1997; then, in 2014, 

the university sold 88 acres of it to a development company called RAM for $22 million. RAM intends to 

construct a mega-development called “Coral Reef Commons,” which would include a 158,000-square- 

foot Walmart, an LA Fitness facility, Chick-fil-A and Chili’s restaurants, and about 900 apartments — 

while setting aside 40 acres as a preserve, which would be difficult to manage with prescribed burns if 

surrounded by development. The developer is aware that the land is home to several species found few 

other places on Earth, but it’s moving forward with development plans despite that.  Florida is the 

second-largest state in the country in terms of Walmart’s presence. The corporate giant operates 335 

stores in Florida, 43 of which are in Miami-Dade and Broward counties. Miami-Dade is home to two of 

Walmart’s largest-volume stores in the United States at its Doral and Hialeah locations.  

Adjacent property owned by Miami-Dade County, also prime pine rockland, is slated for development. 

The county has already approved a $13.5 million gift to 20th Century Fox to construct a theme park, 

ironically named "Miami Wilds." 

Florida is also home to hundreds of endangered and threatened plants and animals, a handful of which 

only occur in pine rocklands.  

It has been confirmed that the endangered Bartram’s scrub hairstreak, Florida bonneted bat, Florida 

brickell-bush, Deltoid spurge and tiny polygala occur on the property. The endangered Florida leafwing 

butterfly historically occurred on the property as well and enjoys federally designated critical habitat 

there. No one knows whether the Carter’s small-flowered flax presently occurs on the property, but the 

habitat there is suitable to support it.  Another rare insect, the Miami tiger beetle, also calls this land 

home. The beetle was thought to be extinct, having not been observed for 50 years, but it was 

rediscovered in 2011. This highly imperiled beetle is regarded as a potential candidate for listing under 

the Endangered Species Act. 

For more information, contact Jaclyn Lopez at jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org or (727) 490-9190.  

mailto:jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org


Vocabulary 

 

Habitat 

Ecosystem 

Biome 

Pine trees (and pine cones) 

Understory (open vs. dense) 

Canopy 

Coontie 

Ash (as a nutrient) 

Underground tuber 

Red shouldered hawk 

Red cockaded wood pecker 

Nut hatch  

Shrubs 

Herbaceous 

Hardwood hammock 

Snags 

Fire dependent  

Limestone ridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


