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"Any object not interesting in itself may become interesting through becoming associated with an object 
in which an interest already exists. The two associated objects grow, as it were, together: the interesting 
portion sheds its quality over the whole; and thus things not interesting in their own right borrow an 
interest which becomes as real and as strong as that of any natively interesting thing. The odd 
circumstance is that the borrowing does not impoverish the source, the objects taken together being 
more interesting, perhaps, than the originally interesting portion was by itself. 
 
This is one of the most striking proofs of the range of application of the principle of association of ideas 
in psychology. An idea will infect another with its own emotional interest when they have become both 
associated together into any sort of a mental total. As there is no limit to the various associations into 
which an interesting idea may enter, one sees in how many ways an interest may be derived." 
-William James 
 
Groups from three to five students will perform a chemistry “magic” show for a local elementary/middle 
school during weeks 11-13 of the semester in order to increase both awareness and interest in both the 
aspects and possibilities of chemistry.  
 
Service-learning is a “course-based, credit-bearing educational experience in which students (a) 
participate in an organized service activity that meets identified community needs and (b) reflect on the 
service activity in such a way as to gain further understanding  of course content, a broader appreciation 
of the discipline, and an enhanced sense of  personal values and civic responsibility.”  

~ Bringle, R., Hatcher, J., & MacIntosh, R. Analyzing Morton’s Typology of Service Paradigms and 
Integrity. Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning. In press.  [cf. Bringle & Hatcher, A Service-

Learning Curriculum for Faculty. The Michigan  Journal of Community Service-Learning, Fall 1995, II pp. 
112-122.] 

  
Each Group will need to… 
 

 Prepare (Weeks 1-10): 
o research the popularity (or lack thereof) of STEM in South Florida 

 when do students start to specialize in STEM?  Middle school?  High School? 
 popularity of STEM focused charter schools?          
 what is the prospective job market for STEM fields?          
 etc. 

o determine which school/grade level the group will perform for (in consultation with the 
instructor) 

o contact and set up appointment with school for show (in consultation with the 
instructor) 
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o determine which experiments will be performed and in which order (in consultation 
with the instructor) 

o see class handout for suggestions 
o develop a script to go along with experiments for explanatory purposes (in consultation 

with the instructor) 
o develop hands on activities for students to complete after show (in consultation with 

the instructor) 

 Action (Weeks 9-13): 
o practice show with script (groups are strongly encouraged to record each practice 

session)   
o instructor must be invited to view at least ONE practice show 
o practice hands on activities 
o perform actual show and after show activities 

 Reflection (Ongoing – all Weeks):   
o “Reflection is critical to the discovery and internalization of knowledge. It should begin at 

the start of the process and be integral to all phases of the activity itself. It is not 
something to be saved to the end.” – David Kolb  

 Personal Journal: 
o Students will write freely about their experience weekly in a personal journal. 
o These personal journals may be submitted periodically to the instructor, or kept as a 

reference to use at the end of the experience when putting together an academic essay 
reflecting their experience.  

o In addition to the personal journal, students are strongly encouraged to: 
 find quotes that relate to the project 
 take photos of the project 
 read articles on encouraging students to enter STEM fields 
 create a student portfolio 
 etc 

 Evaluation (Due by the end of Week 15) 
o Students will demonstrate what they've learned through their direct service experience 

and reflection.  This will include both an individual and group component.  
 Individual component 

 Students will have the opportunity to create their own version of their 
feelings toward the project. 

 Examples could include poetry, visual art, (paintings, drawings, 
sculptures) music, created games or puzzles, any form of creative outlet 
that gives the student the chance to perform or explain in front of the 
class. 

 This must be some kind of individual work  that he/she has created. 

 Otherwise, a student may request and submit an academic essay 
reflecting the experience (a few guided reflection questions will be 
given to the student)  

 Group component 

 Each group will make a class presentation through a video, slide show, 
bulletin board, panel discussion, or a persuasive speech. 



 This is an opportunity for students to display their work to the rest of 
class.  Other faculty and staff may be invited to the group presentations 
as well. 

  
 
  
 
 


