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Does humanity need the beauty of the natural world? 
 

 
 
Fundamental Questions to Consider: 

 Does humanity need the beauty of the natural world? 

 Does humanity need landscape art? 

 Is there a difference in the human experience between the natural world and 
humankind’s creations of the natural world? 

 Is there cultural relativism in how cultures experience the natural world and/or the 
natural world in the arts? 

 
Artists: 
Ansel Adams, Robert Adams, Monet, Andy Goldsworthy, van Gogh, Fan Kuan, Ni Zan, 
and Hokusai. 
 
Class Experience: 
1. Students will compare various images of the beauty of the natural world and their 

experiences in this world through photography, especially Ansel Adams and his 
impact on the creation of the National Parks Service. 



2. Students will next compare these images with artistic constructions of the beauty of 
the natural world, including Impressionism, Realism, and Ephemeral Art. 

3. Students will then compare Western conceptions of landscape with those of China 
and Japan to consider if there is a human need for natural beauty across cultures. 

4. Students will then consider under what circumstances the natural world and artistic 
depictions of the natural world are most needed. 

 

 
 

Andy Goldsworthy 
 

Experiential Assignment 
After our class discussion on the impact of natural beauty, students will be charged 
with creating their own ephemeral artwork in the style of Andy Goldsworthy.  Students 
will have to go out in nature and pit themselves in a race against natural forces to 
create an artwork using the artistic elements of design:  color, form, line, texture, scale, 
etc.  Students can work against the following natural forces:  rain, wind, moving water, 
heat of the sun, and can only use natural elements from their immediate environments.  
No natural elements can be picked or damaged, but must all be naturally harvested 
(e.g., fallen leaves, rocks, tree bark, fallen sticks, etc.  Then students will spend a 
minimum of one hour creating and documenting the artistic process every fifteen 
minutes in the experience.  Students will then bring in these photographs to discuss 
and critique each other’s work in the following class.   

 
 
 

 


