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II. Goal: In this lesson, students will learn about global warming, determine their carbon          .           

footprint by using a carbon calculator, and plan how to reduce their carbon footprint. 

 

    III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

            1. Study English vocabulary related to global warming and carbon footprints. 

            2. Develop a basic understanding of the concept of global warming. 

 3.         Develop an understanding of what a carbon footprint is. 

3. Use a carbon calculator. 

4. Learn practical ways to reduce a carbon footprint. 

5.         Create a doable plan to reduce their carbon footprints. 

6. Practice oral communication skills  

 

IV. Content Outline:  

1. What is global warming? 

2. What causes global warming? 

3. What are global warming’s effects? 

4. What can individuals do to reduce global warming? 

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

            Warm-up: 

 At the end of the class before the lesson is conducted there is a discussion of carbon emissions   and their 

relationship to global warming.  Instructor demonstrates how to use the carbon calculator found at 

http://www.climatepath.org and assigns a homework assignment involving using the carbon calculator and 

figuring out emissions to students.  The day of the lesson there is an introductory class discussion about global 

warming where students are asked to state what they know about global warming and then view the trailer of 

“An Inconvenient Truth” found on youtube.com. This is followed by a discussion about the trailer.  

 

Activities Lesson 1:             

1. The students take turns reading the article “What Is Global Warming?” The instructor clarifies 

vocabulary and models pronunciation and there is a discussion about the article and how it 

relates to students own personal impressions and experiences. 

http://www.climatepath.org/


2. Students form groups of 4 and are given a list of “things you can do now” to help stop global 

warming and are assigned to discuss their own carbon emissions as determined by the carbon 

calculator homework assignment and create a doable plan to reduce their carbon emissions. 

Students select who in the group will report to the class. 

 

3. All four groups report to the class and there is a final discussion. 

Homework:  
Write a paragraph on your understanding of global warming and the steps you are going to take to address this 

issue. 

 

VI. Assessment: Evaluation of student writing on homework assignment. 

VII. Materials: 

1. “An Inconvenient Truth” trailer http:// www. youtube.com  

2. Carbon calculator at http://www.climatepath.org 

3. “What is Global Warming?” http://environment.nationalgeograhic.com 

4. “things you can do now”   http://www.climatecrisis.net  Take action tab:12 tips 

 

VII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing        

                         skills. 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information 

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

                        humans on the environment. 

EAP 0400 Course Competencies: 

Competency 2: The student will participate in classroom discussion, express opinions and    

                          be understood by attentive listeners.  The student will continue to  

                          develop oral communication and pronunciation skills including 

                          fluency, idea sequencing, accuracy, vocabulary and pronunciation 

                         skills.   

Competency 3:  The student will ask informational questions and ask for clarification. 

  

Competency 7: The student will understand factual information and respond    

                         appropriately to comprehension questions. 

http://www.climatepath.org/
http://environment.nationalgeograhic.com/

