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Learning Objectives 
 

After completing this unit, students should be able to: 
 
1. Discuss the changing views of nature and the environment expressed through the arts 

from prehistoric times to modern times, using representative examples from literature 

and art.  

2. Discuss the implications for the humanities of the rise of urbanism, particularly in the 

United States. 

3. Compare and contrast Asian and Native American visions of nature to those expressed 

by Western artists. 

4. Define site-specific art and its importance to environmental art.  

5. Discuss the implications for the future of humanity’s disregard for nature of the past 

100 years. 

6. List ways that, working collaboratively, humans can make a difference in 

environmental issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lessons based on readings from Chapter 15: Nature of The Art of Being Human, Janaro, Richard Paul and 
Altshuler, Thelma C., Eleventh Edition. Pearson Publishing. (Adoption: Fall, 2016) 

 

 
  



Lesson One: Defining Nature and Introduction to Early Artistic 
Representations of Nature 
 
Introduction: Read Poem: “Anecdote of the Jar” by Wallace Stevens about the place of humans in nature.  

 Discussion Questions:  

 What does the jar in the “anecdote” poem bring to Tennessee and the visitor who places in on the 

ground?  

 Why Tennessee?  

 How do you imagine the setting of the poem before the jar arrived? How about after? 

 Show Video - “Anecdote of the Jar” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6epPTJstFg&feature=youtu.be 

 Did your views about the poem change after you watched the video? If so how? 

 What themes/ideals are represented in the poem? 

 

I. Nature Defined through the Humanities: 

“Nature” and the “natural” comprise a number of different ideas and concepts that include the things 

untouched by humans, moral behavior. 

 

II. The Long Tradition 

1. Artistic representations of nature stretch back to prehistoric humans. The art went beyond mere decoration  

    and probably had ritualistic functions.  

 Show Images: “Hall of Bulls” and other images from Lascaux and Altamira caves. 

 Discuss the research on the meaning and function of cave paintings. 

 

III. Two Early Theories of the Natural World 

1. Lucretius’s poem “Of the Nature of Things” presented nature as an awesome power consisting of atoms 

that wrought the world into being and that will eventually destroy the material world.  

2. The Genesis account of creation in the Bible is sometimes cited as an example of dominionism or the belief 

that humans control nature.  

 Read Excerpts 

 Discussion Question: What is environmentalism? 

3. Christian environmentalists believe that humans need to be careful and to not exploit natural resources.  

 HOMEWORK: 

 Read Article: Christian Environmentalism and outline the basic principles of Christian 

Environmentalism for next class- https://bible.org/article/christian-environmentalism 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6epPTJstFg&feature=youtu.be
https://bible.org/article/christian-environmentalism


Lesson Two: Romanticism and Naturalism in Art 
 
Introduction:  

 Show Video - Introduction to the Romantic Movement: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XV_q45Otdic 

 Or Show This Video – History of Ideas: Romanticism: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ&index=14&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOv

a0HE0ZI 

 

IV. Romanticism and Naturalism  

A. The Romantic Impulse 

1. The Romantic poets and thinkers reacted against the hyper rational ideals of the neoclassical 

generation before them and invest art with a restored sense of emotion.  

2. The emotions of Romantic artists were often inspired by the power of nature, as the following 

paintings depict.  

 Show Images and Khan Academy Videos/Articles for Each Image if Time Allows: 

 Turner: Rain, Steam, and Speed -- The Great Western Railway, oil on canvas, 1844- 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-

constable-turner/v/turner-rain-steam-and-speed-the-great-western-railway-1844 

 Turner: The Slave Ship (Slaves Throwing Overboard the Dead and Dying: Typhoon Coming On, 

1840- https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-

constable-turner/v/turner-slave-ship-slavers-throwing-overboard-the-dead-and-dying-

typhoon-coming-on-1840 

 Constable and the English Landscape: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-

modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/a/constable-and-the-english-landscape 

 Constable: View on the Stour near Dedham, 1822 - 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-

constable-turner/v/john-constable-view-on-the-stour-near-dedham 

 Friedrich, Monk by the Sea, 1808 or 1810 - 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/romanticism-in-

germany/v/caspar-david-friedrich-monk-by-the-sea-1808-or-1810 

 Martin, The Great Day of His Wrath, 1851-53 - 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-

constable-turner/a/martin-the-great-day-of-his-wrath 

 Discussion Question: How did romantic artists’ portrait of nature differ from those of 

early artists such as Michelangelo, Pieter Brueghel the Elder, or Jan Vermeer? 

3. Some see Romantic veneration of nature as an extension of the philosophical idea of “natural rights,” 

often cited as the “cornerstone of democracy.” 

 HOMEWORK:  

 What are “natural rights”? Provide examples. 

 What is a “naturalist”? Provide examples. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XV_q45Otdic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ&index=14&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOva0HE0ZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ&index=14&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOva0HE0ZI
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/turner-rain-steam-and-speed-the-great-western-railway-1844
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/turner-rain-steam-and-speed-the-great-western-railway-1844
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/turner-slave-ship-slavers-throwing-overboard-the-dead-and-dying-typhoon-coming-on-1840
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/turner-slave-ship-slavers-throwing-overboard-the-dead-and-dying-typhoon-coming-on-1840
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/turner-slave-ship-slavers-throwing-overboard-the-dead-and-dying-typhoon-coming-on-1840
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/a/constable-and-the-english-landscape
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/a/constable-and-the-english-landscape
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/john-constable-view-on-the-stour-near-dedham
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/v/john-constable-view-on-the-stour-near-dedham
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/romanticism-in-germany/v/caspar-david-friedrich-monk-by-the-sea-1808-or-1810
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/romanticism-in-germany/v/caspar-david-friedrich-monk-by-the-sea-1808-or-1810
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/a/martin-the-great-day-of-his-wrath
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/becoming-modern/romanticism/england-constable-turner/a/martin-the-great-day-of-his-wrath


Lesson Three: Romanticism and Naturalism in Literature 
 
Introduction:  Read Poem “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” by William Wordsworth. 

 Discussion Question: What Romantic themes/ideals are represented in the poem? 

 

IV. Romanticism and Naturalism 

B. Romanticism and Naturalism in Literature 

1. American writers were to give the conscious-expanding quality of nature the name transcendentalism. 

 Discussion Questions:  

 What is transcendentalism?  

 What were the main ideas of transcendentalism?  

 Who were the key figures of the movement? 

 Show Video: Transcendentalism: Impact on American Literature: 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/transcendentalism-impact-on-american-literature.html 

2. Ralph Waldo Emerson defined nature as those essences unchanged by humans and in Nature urged people 

to find the pristine in themselves.  

 Read Excerpt  

 Discussion Questions:  

 In the essay discussed, Emerson maintains that individuals and nature are parts of the same 

whole, and to love ourselves is to love the natural world around us. To what extent do 

modern practices and environmental problems show or challenge the ideas of self-love and 

unity that Emerson presents? 

 Describe some current environmental problems and practices that Emerson might discuss. 

 Explain how Emerson’s concept of oneness with nature and how the attack on nature is 

tantamount to an attack on one’s self. 

3. Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself” depicts the self- and consciousness-expanding qualities of nature, 

consolidating that power in his contemplation of a blade of grass. 

 Read Excerpt 

 Show Video- Walt Whitman: Transcendental and Realist Poet: 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/walt-whitman-transcendental-and-realist-poet.html 

4. Henry David Thoreau called himself a naturalist in his decision to live away from human community.  

 Show Video: School of Life: Political Theory: Henry David Thoreau - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJL9S0J8-

4k&index=30&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOva0HE0ZI 

 Show Video: Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience: http://study.com/academy/lesson/henry-david-thoreaus-

civil-disobedience-summary-and-analysis.html 

 Discuss essay Civil Disobedience and give examples of those influenced by this work. 

5. Thoreau thought urbanism a sad way to live, a life “of quiet desperation.” Among nature, time and 

attention and the way people perceive them alter radically. 

 HOMEWORK:  

 Compare the Romantics’ attitude toward nature with the practices that developed in the 

twentieth century. Are their views on nature have been more harmful or helpful toward 

environmental causes. Take a stand and provide examples. 200 word min. 

 

  

http://study.com/academy/lesson/transcendentalism-impact-on-american-literature.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/walt-whitman-transcendental-and-realist-poet.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJL9S0J8-4k&index=30&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOva0HE0ZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJL9S0J8-4k&index=30&list=PLwxNMb28XmpdJpJzF2YRBnfmOva0HE0ZI
http://study.com/academy/lesson/henry-david-thoreaus-civil-disobedience-summary-and-analysis.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/henry-david-thoreaus-civil-disobedience-summary-and-analysis.html


Lesson Four: Native American and Asian Concepts of Nature 
 
Introduction: Show Video: How Wolves Change Rivers:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q&noredirect=1 

 Discussion Question: After learning about the wolves of Yellowstone, interpret this quote from the 
famous naturalist John Muir: “When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to 
everything else in the universe.” 

 

V. Leaving an Imprint: Nature and Native Americans 

1. Native Americans have a long tradition of unity with nature and traditions rooted in the natural world.  

2. Kent Nerburn’s collection of oral histories called “The Wolf at Twilight” shows the Native American closeness 

to the natural world. 

 Read Excerpt 

 

VI. Asian Concepts of Nature 

1. While classical thinkers in the West focused more on human society, Asians philosophers have an ancient 

tradition of reverence toward nature, seeing it as the outward manifestation of an inner soul or rational 

system. 

2. Nature has long been integral to Asian art and ideas.  

3. In Taoist teaching, humans are an integral part of the natural order. We are integral, not dominant.  

 Read Article: Neo-Confucianism and Fan Kaun: Travelers by Streams and Mountains: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/imperial-china/song-dynasty/a/neo-confucianism-fan-

kuan-travelers-by-streams-and-mountains 

4. Like art from the Han Dynasty in China, Japanese art has long celebrated the primacy of the natural world.  

 Read Article: Katsushika Hokusai, Under the Wave off Kanagawa (Kanagawa oki nami ura), also known 

as The Great Wave: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/art-japan/edo-period/a/hokusai-

under-the-wave-off-kanagawa-the-great-wave 

 View Images: from the series Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji (Fugaku sanjūrokkei), c. 1830-32: 

http://www.hokusaionline.co.uk/code/36_views_mount_fuji.html 

5. Art from the Indian subcontinent manifests Hinduism’s ideas that humans and nature are wrapped up as one.  

 Read Essay - “Interbeing” by Thich Nhat Hanh. 

 Discussion Questions:  

 How do ideas of “interbeing”relate to the beliefs of Hinduism, Daoism, and other Asian 

philosophies? 

 How do ideas of “interbeing” relate to peace, justice, and sustainability? 

 How does the concept of “interbeing” apply to other things (jet planes, your cell phone, the 

hamburger you had for lunch?   

 HOMEWORK: 

 Read Essay: “Changing Views About Art and the Earth: The Second Environmental Movement and 
Environmental Art” by Don Krug and Jennifer Siegenthaler: 
www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Earth/Changing/second.php 

 Read Essay: “A Hopeful Alternative- A Global Peace System” by Patrick Hiller. 

 Read Essay: “Principles of Earth Democracy” by Vadana Shiva. 

 Read Essay: “Dancing with Systems” by Donella Meadows. 

 

  

https://email.mdc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=OMDKBk6jYUmuD72K-b7ErRqwIdvtZ9MIU6W_g7-XcjUuB62gOOpqfkhTqoOS6UQjCDDGsGa8zTE.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dysa5OBhXz-Q%26noredirect%3d1
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/imperial-china/song-dynasty/a/neo-confucianism-fan-kuan-travelers-by-streams-and-mountains
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/imperial-china/song-dynasty/a/neo-confucianism-fan-kuan-travelers-by-streams-and-mountains
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/art-japan/edo-period/a/hokusai-under-the-wave-off-kanagawa-the-great-wave
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/art-japan/edo-period/a/hokusai-under-the-wave-off-kanagawa-the-great-wave
http://www.hokusaionline.co.uk/code/36_views_mount_fuji.html
http://www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Earth/Changing/second.php


Lesson Five: Environmental Art and Looking Forward 
 

Introduction: Read Poem: The Gates of Hope by Reverand Victoria Safford. 

Discussion Questions:  

 Read this quote from Victoria Safford, ”Once you have glimpsed the world as it might be, as it ought 
to be, as it’s going to be (however that vision appears to you), it is impossible to live compliant and 
complacent anymore in the world as it is… And so you come out and walk out and march, the way a 
flower comes out and blooms, because it has no other calling. It has no other work.” 

 Have you ever felt strongly enough about an issue that you couldn’t stay quiet, so you “walked out” or 
“marched”? If so, please describe the issue and your action. 

 

VII. Site-Specific and Environmental Art 

1. Twentieth-century environmental concerns gave rise to site-specific art, or art designed to fit into only 

one place, often the natural contours of landscape.   

2. Environmental art is another name for work that draws attention to nature and the interaction of 

humans with it.  

3. In “Changing Views About Art and the Earth: The Second Environmental Movement and Environmental 

Art” by Don Krug and Jennifer Siegenthaler look critically at a history of the present with regards to new 

genre public art. They survey some ideas about earthwork and land art of the 60s, 70s, and 80s and 

contemporary ecological art of the early 80s and 90s. 

4. A practitioner of environmental art, Smithson’s earthen works such as Spiral Jetty call attention to the 

continuous degradation of nature, even in urban parks. 

 Watch Video: Smithson: Spiral Jetty: https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-

1010/minimalism-earthworks/v/smithson-spiral-jetty-1970 

 Read Article: Smithson: Spiral Jetty - https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-

1010/minimalism-earthworks/a/smithsons-spiral-jetty 

5. Another environmental artist, Andy Goldsworthy prefers making art in natural settings with materials 

already available that he rearranges in artistic forms.  

 View Images: http://visualmelt.com/Andy-Goldsworthy 

 

VIII. More than an Inconvenience: The Role of Humans Looking Forward 

 

1. David Kwiat’s “Hurricane Season: The Nature of War” is anti-romantic in that it suggests that nature is 

without its restorative power to heal itself and will take the intervention of humans to restore it. 

 Read Poem: “Hurricane Season: The Nature of War” 

2.  In “A Hopeful Alternative- A Global Peace System” Patrick Hiller discusses examples of peaceful changes 

that have taken place due to global collaboration. 

3. In “Principles of Earth Democracy” by Vadana Shiva, the principles of Earth Democracy are introduced. 

4. In “Dancing with Systems” Donella Meadows explains how Systems Thinking can be used to start analyzing 

(and begin to solve) global environmental and sustainability issues. 

 Homework:  

 If the ideas in “More Than an Inconvenience” are correct, environmental changes may cause people 

to make sacrifices and work together. In your view, what kinds of “conveniences” would people 

willingly sacrifice and what kinds would people be likely to give up only if they are forced to? Explain 

your viewpoint. 200 word min. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/minimalism-earthworks/v/smithson-spiral-jetty-1970
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/minimalism-earthworks/v/smithson-spiral-jetty-1970
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/minimalism-earthworks/a/smithsons-spiral-jetty
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/minimalism-earthworks/a/smithsons-spiral-jetty
http://visualmelt.com/Andy-Goldsworthy


 

Chapter 15 Extension Activities – 100 Points (Choose One) 
 

1. Art and Ecology 1 – Photoessays: Art and the Earth: Read the Introduction article and then choose two 

articles (not the definitions) to read. Write a 500 word essay on the main ideas/themes of both articles 

and how they relate to what we have covered in class: 

http://www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Earth/index.php 

 

2. Art and Ecology 2 – Perspectives and Issues: Read the Introduction article and then choose two articles 

(not the definitions or one we read for homework) to read. Write a 500 word essay on the main 

ideas/themes of both articles and how they relate to what we have covered in class: 

http://www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Issues/index.php 

 

3. Environmental Practices at Home: Detail the environmental practices in the immediate environment (city 

or town) in which you live. Describe the extent to which your society encourages or discourages 

environmentally sound practices. Describe the extent to which environmentally sound practices are left 

up to the individual. 500 word min. 

 

4. Analyze a Work of Art: Consider a work of art (film, song, painting, play, novel, nonfiction work) with a 

nature theme. Analyze the attitude toward nature that the work of art supports. Use specific details to 

support and illustrate your point. 500 word min. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Earth/index.php
http://www.greenmuseum.org/c/aen/Issues/index.php

