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My approach to my ENC1102 course is community based. I ask students to first, grapple with larger societal 

issues like, sexism, racism, poverty, consumerism, sexuality, identity and social responsibility, with the guiding 

questions “Who am I and what is my responsibility to others?” 

My first unit uses films and TV shows as literary text that explore the aforementioned issues. In particular, this 

Spring 2017, I will be using Black Mirror, a Netflix original series that looks at the ways in which technology is 

changing and shaping ourselves and the future. The series posits several versions of the future and explores 

the dynamic relationship between the “Self,” technology, and world.  

I plan to take the opportunity to discuss the future and our responsibility to those that follow, and to explain the 

principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. In essence we are responsible for how the future 

turns out based on the choices and actions we take. As consumers, we are agents with power that have a right 

to demand what becomes an acceptable mode of living in the future.  

The final Unit tackles a similar but more local question: “What is community and what is our responsibility to 

it?”  

In this final unit, students are asked to identify a community issue or problem that is in need of a solution. The 

problem needs to be local and the solution practical. Tied to this unit is a service learning option. Students 

must conduct library and database research, but they also must conduct field research. Students have the 

option to interview members of their community and/or volunteer in a local nonprofit organization related to 

their project as a means of obtaining filed research (a practical way of learning about how organizations tackle 

community issues). After conducting research and write their research paper, students must present their 

project to the class. 

My unit fulfils the following criteria of a GSELS related course: 

 Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. 

 Justify the significance of upholding the right of all living beings to a natural and social environment 

supportive of dignity, health and well-being in bringing about global sustainability. 

 Explain how cultural diversity, tolerance, compassion, nonviolence and peace contribute to global 

sustainability. 

 Examine situations and issues from a systemic perspective. 

 Compare and contrast human actions and attitudes toward the community of life and their impact on 

global well-being. 

 Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability (service-learning). 

The following pages consists of my assignment sheets for the Proposal and Annotated Bibliography, a 

Filed Research Guide, and the Final Solution Research Project.  

Proposal for Final Paper and Annotated Bibliography 

Length: Proposal length 800 words max, not including part VI. ((Be concise; proposals outside of this 

range will be penalized)).    

Assignment Your proposal should guide you toward a more successful final paper by helping you to think 

through your ideas more thoroughly. The more work you do on this assignment, the better prepared you’ll be to 

write an effective and successful final essay. Often, writers find that they need to get their ideas on paper in 

order to work with them effectively, and you will very likely discover new ideas as you write the proposal. 

However, note that this is a proposal, not a research paper. Your job will be to simply describe the problem 



you’ve been researching, explain a tentative solution to that problem, and outline a plan you can follow to 

complete your final essay.   

Content  

Your proposal must include the following 5 clearly labeled parts:  

Part I. Discourse community and Description of Problem Area:  1) Include who the people being affected 

by the significant problem are, 2) within this section, provide at least one quote or statistical information about 

the issue so as to make it matter to the reader, 3) possible causes and consequences of the problem, and 4) 

explain the problem in some detail, enough that the reader can clearly understand why and how the issue is a 

problem in need of a solution ((why should the reader care?))    

Part II. Target Audience and Statement of Tentative Solution:  Who are those people in power that can 

make your solution a reality? Are there certain steps that you must consider as you actually move from the 

theory stage to the practice stage? In this section you will explain WHO you will be convincing that your project 

will work and you will explain the steps, procedures, funding, location etc. of HOW it will work.   

Part III. Counterarguments and Rebuttal: Why might some people oppose your tentative solution? What 

research could you use to address these opposing views? The goal here is to anticipate your target audience’s 

questions and objections. Your job is to present your target audience’s possible objections and then present a 

rebuttal to those objections. Another way to think about this is as “the jumping hurdles section.” For example, 

“my target audience might claim that providing healthier food options will be too expensive. However, some of 

the processed foods and sodas currently available are actually more expensive than adding a salad bar. 

According to MSNBC….” Note that the hurdle or obstacle is the cost and you jumped the hurdle by explaining 

how your plan is the better alternative, and then you supported it with a quote. In this section, you also need at 

least one quote to support your rebuttal   

Part IV. Conclusion: Your conclusion should emphasize the need to take action and it should clearly and 

succinctly encourage your reader ((ME)) to accept your plan for your final essay.   

Part IV. MLA Formatted Annotated Bibliography: ((This section is not part of your word count)) This MUST 

start with your critical preface paragraph(s) which includes your initial research questions, an overview of the 

general direction you plan to go in, an explanation of your research process, and what you’ve learn as a result 

of the research you conducted and how your initial ideas about the problem changed after doing the research. 

Arrange you 5 sources ((at least 3 MUST be scholarly source from MDC database)), with their respective short 

descriptive paragraph, alphabetically—according to the last name of the author. Your descriptive paragraphs 

should be very brief, no longer than five concise sentences with the following info: 1) what is the 

author/source’s discipline or background? 2) What is the author’s thesis ((brief 2-sentence summary of 

argument))? 3) How do you plan to use the source in your final project?    

FIELD RESEARCH GUIDE 

Step 1: WHEN CONDUCTING INTERVIEWS OR SURVEYS, TELL YOUR INTERVIEWEES THAT THEIR 

WORDS MAY BE USED IN YOUR PROJECT AND READ BY YOUR CLASSMATES. IF YOU INTERVIEW 

MINORS, MAKE SURE TO OBTAIN PARENTAL CONSENT. 

Step 2:  

Write a brief paragraph to your audience that explains the purpose of your survey or interview. In this 

paragraph, the goal is to think of what it is that you are trying to achieve, learn, observe and gather. As you 

write, ask yourself: What is the significance of my field research and how will I use it in my project? 

Step 3: Formulate survey questions 



A good survey or interview, for our purposes, asks at least 5 questions and no more than 10 questions, 

keeping in mind the valuable time of your interviewees. Make each question count! Keeping in mind the type of 

data you want to gather, ask a mixture of open and closed form questions.  

Step 4: Closed-form questions 

These are objective, factual, measurable questions that may be plotted on a graphic. For example, you may 

ask questions like “On a scale of 1-10; on average, how many times a week do you consume… Do you agree 

with…etc.? You may create, from questions like these, a graph that states the percentage of participants who 

disagree, for example. Or, you might create a graphic that illustrates the range of answers on a bar graph. WE 

WILL DISCUSS LATER, but for now make sure you have a graph in mind when asking closed form questions. 

Step 5: Open-form questions 

These are meant for longer more profound answers. The goal is to get an idea of what people think in more 

depth, something that closed form questions do not allow you to do.  

Step 6: Consult an expert  

It is a good idea to write about something relate to your major because it will be easier to find an expert to 

interview. Interview one of your professors that has some type of expertise on the issue you are writing about. 

You may ash him/her the same questions or you may ask different questions depending on what you want to 

use your expert for.  

**NOTE: For your Final Research project at the end of the term, you will be required to submit a separate 

document that contains your field research observation notes, interview questions and responses, and/or 

survey questions and results, depending on the type(s) of field research that you conducted. Please keep 

detailed notes as you conduct your field research throughout the semester. 

Final Essay Proposing a Solution 

Length: (at least eight sources) 2000 words minimum plus the Works Cited  

Value: 25% of final grade 

GOAL: In your first essay in this course, you began researching a problem in order to gain a better 

understanding of it. In your second major assignment, you drafted a proposal for how you would use your 

research to solve that problem. For the final essay of this course, you will continue researching this problem 

and propose a solution, using your research to support your claim. Like the exploratory essay, this researched 

proposal will require you to read widely and make connections between texts. However, while the research you 

did for the exploratory essay was open-ended, for this essay you’ll practice using research to propose and 

support a specific solution to your problem.  

ASSIGNMENT: Write an essay that presents a problem to a specific audience, proposes a solution to that 

problem, and justifies the solution. Allyn & Bacon makes the distinction between a practical proposal, which 

“focuses on local, practical problems and generally target[s] a specific audience” and a policy proposal, which 

“addresses public policy issues with the aim of swaying public support toward the writer’s proposed solution” 

(387). You can choose to write either type of essay, but be sure you keep the specific values and beliefs of 

your audience(s) in mind. 

In arguing for your proposed solution, you’ll need to present your position as a claim-with-reason thesis and 

support that thesis using the tools of argument (e.g. appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos as well as principle, 

consequence and precedent). You will also need to address relevant counterarguments. Doing so not only 

strengthens your own argument, but also demonstrates that you are part of a truth-seeking debate community 

by recognizing the arguments of others. 

Although you may use more, your paper must cite at least 7 credible sources, 4 of which must be NEW 

SOURCES, available via the MDC Library (Scholarly Journal Articles or Books). While this essay can 



make use of the sources you found for your exploratory essay, you must also use at least four new 

sources (if you did your proposal correctly, you already have 4 new scholarly source. The difference is 

that you will now incorporate them in your research paper).  

GRADING CRITERIA:  

-Does the essay present a problem? Does it successfully convince its audience that a problem exists and that 

the problem is truly problematic? 

-Does the essay propose a clear, practical solution in the form of a claim with reasons? Does it describe the 

solution in enough detail that the reader can understand how the solution would solve the problem? 

-Does the essay justify the solution? Does it show how the solution’s benefits outweigh its costs? Does it show 

why the solution is better than other possible solutions? 

-Does it use arguments from principle, consequence, and precedent to generate its reasons? 

-Does it support the claim with evidence? 

-Does it address relevant arguments against the proposed solution? 

-Is the essay easy to read? Is it free of typos and grammatical errors? Have you cited your sources correctly in 

MLA format? 

FORMAT: All formal drafts should be typed-double-spaced documents submitted to blackboard. The final draft 

must be submitted to Turnitin.com via Blackboard. Your peer review draft and third/final draft should be 

prepared according to MLA formatting standards (unless you opt to use APA); they should look like the sample 

student essay in our Blackboard site. Make sure to cite all sources in a works cited page. Also, include the 

page number and your name on every page. 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to do the following: 

• Employ rhetorical appeals effectively to create presence for the problem; 
• Describe the problem in ways that appeal to the interests and values of the audience; 
• Write a well-designed argument justifying a workable solution to a significant problem; 
• Address counterarguments by discussing alternatives, rationale, and outcomes; 
• Employ an effective document design using appropriate layout, clear headings, and visuals; 
• Employ editing strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


