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Earth Charter Lesson Plan for ENC 0027 GSELS registered and focused 

Class meets MWF 1:30-3:10 MDC-IAC 1377 

1. This lesson plan is focused on the Earth Charter (EC) preamble, sense of 

place, and Florida’s pine rockland habitat. 

2. Assignment #1: students read and study the EC preamble, identify 

vocabulary, write comments, and pose questions (attached).   

3. In following class, students work in four groups, one for each point of the 

preamble, and discuss the questions (attached) and present their 

responses, and then we open to whole class discussion. 

4. At the beginning of class we watch a short video with featuring Roger 

Hammer walking through and talking about pine rockland habitat. 

5. Next, using the concepts and language as a lens, students read the 

Herald article on pine rockland habitat, identify vocabulary, write 

comments, and pose questions (attached).   

6. In following class, students work in four groups, one for each point of the 

preamble, but this time, they must respond to and discuss the questions 

with specific reference to the pine rockland article, and then we open to 

whole class discussion.  This moves us from the preamble as a lens for a 

sense of personal space to using the preamble as a lens to explore an 

extended sense of place that we share with other living beings and 

systems: pine rockland. 

7. Guest lecture and PowerPoint presentation on pine rockland habitat, we 

will have a Q and A session, and then go OUTSIDE, still using the lens of 

the preamble, for a walking tour around campus, looking at flora and 

fauna, perhaps winding up at IAC Zen Garden. 

8. Students’ homework will be to write a reflection of the experience, again 

using the language of the preamble.   

9. Next week, we will delve into the next section of the EC and further 

readings, videos, and activities on Florida’s natural history and sense of 

place. 
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The Earth Charter – Assignment #1 

 Read the first page, starting with the Preamble 

 As you read, make note of any new words and look them up; write the 

definition in the margin. 

 In addition, write any questions you have in the margins. 

 Writing your notes, comments, and questions in the margins of a text is 

called annotating.  Please read the information and watch the videos on 

annotating: 

o https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1v2xmaster/chap

ter/how-to-write-an-annotation/ 

 On Monday, you must turn in the following homework based on the first 

page of the Earth Charter: 

o List of vocabulary words (include definitions)  

o List three questions. 

o List three comments. 

o Answer the following question: How does the information on the first 

page of the EC (Earth Charter) relate to you? (short answer) 

o Homework must be typed, double-spaced, and use 12-point font.  It is 

due at the beginning of class. 

The Earth Charter – Preamble activity 

1. Our home:  What does resiliency mean?  Give some examples of human resiliency and 

resiliency in nature.  Discuss and explain the phrase “a sacred trust”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Global Situation:  Discuss and explain the meaning of the last line: “These trends are 

perilous – but not inevitable.” 

 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1v2xmaster/chapter/how-to-write-an-annotation/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1v2xmaster/chapter/how-to-write-an-annotation/
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3. The Challenges Ahead:  Discuss and explain the line:  “We must realize that when basic needs 

have been met, human development is primarily about being more, not having more.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Universal Responsibility: Discuss and explain the meaning of “universal responsibility” Discuss 

and explain “…live in reverence for the mystery of being…” 

 


