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Lesson Purpose and Criteria 

 The purpose of this lesson is to explore environmental issues in Miami, gain hands-on experience through Frost 

Science’s MUVE program and create a persuasive message to recruit more volunteers. We will cover the following 

criteria: 

1. Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. 

2. Describe the roles of personal and social responsibility in protecting Earth’s abundance and beauty for 

future generations.  

3. Describe the relationship between respect for Earth, including life in all its diversity, and human and/or ecological 

health. 

4. Examine situations and issues from a systemic perspective. 

5. Illustrate how uncontaminated air, water, and soil are fundamental to healthy living systems. 

6. Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability.  

7. Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability through service learning/civic 

engagement.  

Preparation for Assignment 

 Define and explain the purpose of the Earth Charter – particularly Ecological Integrity. Provide a general 

overview of the main pillars by reviewing the actual document as a class. Have students read the Ecological Integrity 

pillar for homework. In one-minute speeches, have the students talk about the sub-section that appealed to them the most 

and why. 

 Students will explore and discuss human’s role in ecological integrity in small groups then as a class. In 

preparation for the discussion we will look at Frost Science Museum’s MUVE website. In groups students will explore the 

Conservation Science section to inform their discussion. Students should attempt to define 1) human impact past through 

present from a systemic perspective 2) expected human impact in the future 3) some examples of human impact on the 

environment past, present and future 4) human responsibility to maintain the environment and ecosystems and how 

MUVE fits in with that idea and 5) which parts of the Earth Charter support conservation programs.  

Speech Directions 

In groups, choose one of the conservation issues addressed by Frost Science Museum’s ‘’Museum Volunteers for 

the Environment’ (MUVE), volunteer at two or more related MUVE events and prepare a speech on your experience with 

the goal of persuading the audience to get involved.  

At least three sources are required defining and exploring the problem (main point one), describing MUVE’s 

actions to address the issue and your service learning experience (main point two) and looking at the future of this issue 

(main point three). This research should be evident through oral citations during the presentation, oral citations included in 

the outline and APA citation information on your Reference page. The Outline will strictly follow Monroe’s Motivated 

Sequence. See the sample and template for details. 

Be sure to end your speech with a Call to Action and not a last thought. What specifically and reasonably can the 

audience do to get involved with the organization? You will design a one-page digital flyer to recruit your audience to 

help. Be sure your call to action is reasonable for your particular audience. The flyer will be displayed after your speech. A 



multi-slide presentation aid is not permitted – only the one page flyer. You must use www.canva.com flyer template or 

Adobe Photoshop – it must be a design program. 

Each presentation should be 10 - 12 minutes long, with each person presenting for at least 2 minutes. You will be 

graded as a group for the design and content of the speech while delivery skills and service learning hours will be graded 

individually. 

A video practice needs to be recorded with everyone present and uploaded to YouTube by midnight the night 

before presentations. A compilation of individual recordings will not be accepted. Upload the link to the Blackboard 

dropbox along with the Outline and References.  

Points Breakdown 

 

Service 

Learning 

20 points  Participated in at least two MUVE events that are related to the specific 

conservation issue chosen by the group.  

Structure 8 points Introduction (attn grabber, thesis, preview), Transitions, Body adheres to 

organizational pattern, Conclusion (summary, restatement of thesis, call to 

action), Oral Citations 

Content 15 points Time 5 – 6 minutes, Ethos, Pathos and Logos used throughout speech as 

suited to the audience type, Each main point fully and logically supported, 

Issue fully explored for impact in Miami, MUVE and volunteer experience 

discussed, Visualization of the future is factually and substantially supported, 

Clear and specific call to action. 

Flyer 6 points Color choices make sense based on American culture and topic, Attn grabber 

used (verbal or visual), Persuades about issue and MUVE involvement, 

Simply and creatively worded, Images supplement words and create visual 

message, Intuitive flow from top to bottom, Clear and specific call to action. 

Delivery 8 points Eyes (scanning entire audience, light use of notes, avoided looking at prezi), 

Gestures (use of box, one hand free from outline), Vocals (loud, articulate, 

use of ‘reporter voice’), Use of outline not notecards 

Outline & 

References 

10 points Conforms to template, Use of keywords, Noted organizational pattern, Full 

oral citations included and highlighted, 1 scholarly journal article, 2 

additional credible sources, APA format of Reference page. 

Outline Draft 

& Video 

Practice 

5 points Outline draft submitted on time, Video practice a rough approximation of 

actual speech and completed on time as a group – no video edits. 

Total 52 points  

 

http://www.canva.com/

