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Lesson Plan: Cape Florida State Park Immersion 

This lesson plan is for Creative Writing  -- CRW 2001 or CRW 2002 

 

I. 

Students will make a list of all the flowers, plants, and trees that they learn about on their walk. They will note 

how the plant got its common name, where it lives, how long it lives, what animals, insects and birds love it, 

and (when applicable) how it tastes. 

 

They will do the same with the birds, mammals, insects and fish that frequent the park, noting migratory 

patterns, behavioral habits, and any other relevant interesting facts. 

 

Finally, they will list facts about the weather (seasons, average annual rainfall, etc), natural “events” (fire, 

hurricane, thunderstorm, etc), manmade structures (lighthouse, Stiltsville) and their history as well as any other 

interesting facts. 

 

At the end of the walk, each student should have extensive lists and notes. 

 

!!. 

Students will (briefly) discuss what facts/insights/observations that have particularly interested and surprised 

them. Here they should share freely. 

 

Following the discussion, students should make three clear and well-defined lists, corresponding to the above-

mentioned categories. Thus, each student will have one list of plants/flowers/trees, etc; another list for fauna of 

all types; and a third list for “events” and manmade artifacts. These lists should be as extensive as the students 

can make them. 

 

III. 

a. Students will write a poem with the following formal requirements: 

1. Four accents per line; 

2. Four lines per stanza 

3. Four stanzas 

4. Poems should use at least five names drawn from the “flora” list, three names drawn from the fauna 

list and four from the weather/history list. If the numbers here seem confusing, maybe it could be 

four names from any two lists and two from any one (student’s choice). 

5. The poet should use information pertaining to the names in his/her poem, but the poem overall 

should not make sense or have a “meaning.”* 

*The reason for this last rule is that students will otherwise write “message-driven” poems, and the goal is for 

them to write something more interesting. 

 

IV.  

Students will read their poems aloud to the general enjoyment of the class. 

 

 

Alternate assignment: Instead of lined poems students could write prose poems. More advanced classes might 

try the assignment with the villanelle 



 


