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Fake News/Climate Change Project 

Objective: Lesson will support the following MDC Learning Outcomes:  

 #4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information.  

 #8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively.  

 #3 Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning.  

 
GSELS Objectives: 
 

 Compare and contrast human actions and attitudes toward the community of life and their 
impact on global well-being.  

 

 Diagnose/research the impact of human activities on living systems, with consideration for 
these systems’ limits, complexity, and diversity. 

 

 Explain the precautionary principle and identify how it can be employed to prevent unintended 
impacts on human and/or ecological systems.  

 

 Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability.  
 

 Discuss how access to education, health care and economic prosperity affect global 
sustainability. 
 

 Discuss the relationship between poverty, ethics, health, society, and the environment. 

 
Course Competencies covered in the lesson:  

 Evaluate the credibility, quality, and accuracy of Internet resources for specific information 

needs  

 Document Internet resources using MLA or APA style guides 

 

Project 

Students will choose two articles on climate change. They will read and evaluate the information and 

source by applying critical thinking skills and other skills and techniques taught in class to separate 

fact from fiction and bias from impartial. They will form an opinion about climate change, create a 

thesis statement and search and gather sources to support their statement. They will write an 

annotated bibliography of the sources they have selected This assignment is broken down into two 

parts: 
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Part 1: 

What is the role of journalism in a democratic society, and how can we become responsible 

consumers and producers of news and information in the digital age? In 2016, researchers at 

Stanford University found that when it comes to judging the credibility of online information, 

"otherwise digital-savvy students can be easily duped." The sophistication in how this false 

information presented can make it very difficult to separate fact from fiction. In this class, News and 

Media Literacy skills and techniques such as the CRAAP test are going to be discussed and taught.  

The term “fake news” has been used widely. But not all fake news is the same. To paraphrase 

George Orwell, some news is more fake than others. The different types of fake news are: 

 Authentic material used in the wrong context  

 Imposter news sites designed to look like brands we already know  

 Fake news sites  

 Fake information 

 Manipulated content   

 Parody content 

Below is a list of articles related to climate change. Select two articles from the list below. Read and 

evaluate the articles using these ten questions on the handout published by the News Literacy 

Project. The questions will help you assess the likelihood that a piece of information is fake news. 

Climate Change in Schools Where it’s “Fake News” 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/14/health/climate-change-schools-partner/index.html 

 

The “fake but accurate” climate change news delivered to Trump? It’s fake all the way down. 

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/5/16/15645466/trump-fake-climate-news  

 

Climate Change 101: The Evidence Humans Aren’t Destroying the Climate 

http://www.redstate.com/diary/HeartlandInstitute/2017/01/04/climate-change-101-evidence-humans-

aren%E2%80%99t-destroying-climate/   

 

The Impasse in the Debate About Climate Change  

http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/448216/impasse-debate-about-climate-change 

 

These are the best arguments from the 3% of climate scientist 'skeptics.' Really.  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2016/jul/25/these-are-the-

best-arguments-from-the-3-of-climate-scientist-skeptics-really 

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-credibility-information-online
https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-credibility-information-online
http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/sites/default/files/GO-TenQuestionsForFakeNewsFINAL.pdf
http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/14/health/climate-change-schools-partner/index.html
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/5/16/15645466/trump-fake-climate-news
http://www.redstate.com/diary/HeartlandInstitute/2017/01/04/climate-change-101-evidence-humans-aren%E2%80%99t-destroying-climate/
http://www.redstate.com/diary/HeartlandInstitute/2017/01/04/climate-change-101-evidence-humans-aren%E2%80%99t-destroying-climate/
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/448216/impasse-debate-about-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2016/jul/25/these-are-the-best-arguments-from-the-3-of-climate-scientist-skeptics-really
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2016/jul/25/these-are-the-best-arguments-from-the-3-of-climate-scientist-skeptics-really
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 5 Scientific Reasons That Global Warming Isn't Happening 

https://townhall.com/columnists/johnhawkins/2014/02/18/5-scientific-reasons-that-global-warming-

isnt-happening-n1796423 

Too Hot to Fly? Climate Change May Take a Toll on Air Travel 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/business/flying-climate-change.html 

How Climate Change Denial Set the Stage for Fake News 

https://www.reddit.com/r/CanadaPolitics/comments/68qyag/how_climate_change_denial_set_the_sta

ge_for_fake/ 

 

Part 2: 

Based on your evaluation of the articles you selected, form an opinion about climate change. Develop 

a thesis statement and research sources to back your opinion to create an annotated bibliography.  

Examples of thesis statements:  

 The Negative Impact of Climate Change is Overstated  

 Global Warming and Climate Change Can Be Stopped If People Try Harder 

 Global warming has contributed to wildly unpredictable seasonal patterns 

 Among many people, global warming is believed to be a stage in a normal cycle of climate 

 

 

Assignment Requirements 

 

 The annotated bibliography will contain 5-7 sources using APA or MLA citation style. 

 

 Of the 5-7 sources in the annotated bibliography, at least 1 should be an e-book, 2 sources should 

be scholarly journal articles, 1 Internet source and 1 film from Films on Demand or Kanopy. 

 

 Each source listed will also include a 3-5 sentence annotation which will describe the relevance 

between the information in the source and the topic of the research. 

 

https://townhall.com/columnists/johnhawkins/2014/02/18/5-scientific-reasons-that-global-warming-isnt-happening-n1796423
https://townhall.com/columnists/johnhawkins/2014/02/18/5-scientific-reasons-that-global-warming-isnt-happening-n1796423
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/business/flying-climate-change.html
https://thewalrus.ca/how-climate-change-denial-set-the-stage-for-fake-news/#.WQgEpCnoczY.reddit
https://www.reddit.com/r/CanadaPolitics/comments/68qyag/how_climate_change_denial_set_the_stage_for_fake/
https://www.reddit.com/r/CanadaPolitics/comments/68qyag/how_climate_change_denial_set_the_stage_for_fake/

