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Shamsha Karim 

LIS 2004 

Fake News/Food, Ethics and Sustainability 

 

Objective: Lesson will support the following MDC Learning Outcomes:  

• #4 Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information.  

• #8 Use computer and emerging technologies effectively.  

• #3 Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning.  

 
GSELS Objectives: 
 

• Compare and contrast human actions and attitudes toward the community of life 
and their impact on global well-being.  

 

• Diagnose/research the impact of human activities on living systems, with 
consideration for these systems’ limits, complexity, and diversity. 

 

• Explain the precautionary principle and identify how it can be employed to 
prevent unintended impacts on human and/or ecological systems.  

 

• Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability.  
 

• Discuss how access to education, health care and economic prosperity affect 
global sustainability. 
 

• Discuss the relationship between poverty, ethics, health, society, and the 
environment. 

 
Course Competencies covered in the lesson:  

• Evaluate the credibility, quality, and accuracy of Internet resources for specific 

information needs  

• Document Internet resources using MLA or APA style guides 

 

Project 

Students will choose two articles on food, ethics and sustainability. They will read and 

evaluate the information and source by applying critical thinking skills and other skills 

and techniques taught in class to separate fact from fiction and bias from impartial. They 
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will form an opinion about food and its effect on the environment, poverty or health and 

then create a thesis statement. Students will search and gather sources to support their 

statement. They will write an annotated bibliography of the sources they have selected 

This assignment is broken down into two parts: 

 

Part 1: 

What is the role of journalism in a democratic society, and how can we become 

responsible consumers and producers of news and information in the digital age? In 

2016, researchers at Stanford University found that when it comes to judging the 

credibility of online information, "otherwise digital-savvy students can be easily duped." 

The sophistication in how this false information presented can make it very difficult to 

separate fact from fiction. In this class, News and Media Literacy skills and techniques 

such as the CRAAP test are going to be discussed and taught.  

The term “fake news” has been used widely. But not all fake news is the same. To 

paraphrase George Orwell, some news is more fake than others. The different types of 

fake news are: 

• Authentic material used in the wrong context  

• Imposter news sites designed to look like brands we already know  

• Fake news sites  

• Fake information 

• Manipulated content   

• Parody content 

Below is a list of articles related to food/health/environment. Students will select two 

articles from the list below. They will read and evaluate the articles using these ten 

questions on the handout published by the News Literacy Project. Students will also use 

the infographics published by EasyBib on page 6. The resources will help them assess 

the likelihood that a piece of information is fake news. 

Your Turkey Purchase Can Protect Public Health 

https://foodtank.com/news/2017/11/turkey-antibiotics-public-health/ 

 

Why You Should Be Eating More Porcini Mushrooms 

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/11/27/porcini-mushrooms.aspx 

 

 

 

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-credibility-information-online
http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/sites/default/files/GO-TenQuestionsForFakeNewsFINAL.pdf
http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/sites/default/files/GO-TenQuestionsForFakeNewsFINAL.pdf
https://foodtank.com/news/2017/11/turkey-antibiotics-public-health/
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/11/27/porcini-mushrooms.aspx
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Top Food Company Using Aborted Babies in Flavor Additives 

http://americannews.com/breaking-top-food-company-caught-using-aborted-babies-in-

flavor-additives 

 

Pesticides Cause Parkinson’s Disease 

https://www.naturalnews.com/027098_pesticides_disease_Parkinsons.html 

 

Food: The Ultimate Secret Exposed 

https://www.infowars.com/food-the-ultimate-secret-exposed/  

 

Snack food vs. fruit and veggies: Poor diet is one more reason to limit kids’ screen time 

https://www.naturalnews.com/2017-11-30-snack-food-vs-fruit-and-veggies-poor-diet-is-

one-more-reason-to-limit-kids-screen-time.html 

 

EPA Chief Backs Another Pesticide Harmful to Kids 

https://www.ewg.org/enviroblog/2017/10/epa-chief-backs-another-pesticide-harmful-

kids?utm_campaign=Social+Traffic&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_con

tent=1509546331#.WiBN0oWcH3t   

 

The great nutrient collapse 

https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2017/09/13/food-nutrients-carbon-dioxide-

000511 

 

'Healthy' foods have most of us confused, survey finds 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/16/health/healthy-foods-confusion-study/index.html  

 

No food is healthy. Not even kale. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/no-food-is-healthy-not-even-

kale/2016/01/15/4a5c2d24-ba52-11e5-829c-

26ffb874a18d_story.html?utm_term=.a6027a65ada4  

 

http://americannews.com/breaking-top-food-company-caught-using-aborted-babies-in-flavor-additives
http://americannews.com/breaking-top-food-company-caught-using-aborted-babies-in-flavor-additives
https://www.infowars.com/food-the-ultimate-secret-exposed/
https://www.naturalnews.com/2017-11-30-snack-food-vs-fruit-and-veggies-poor-diet-is-one-more-reason-to-limit-kids-screen-time.html
https://www.naturalnews.com/2017-11-30-snack-food-vs-fruit-and-veggies-poor-diet-is-one-more-reason-to-limit-kids-screen-time.html
https://www.ewg.org/enviroblog/2017/10/epa-chief-backs-another-pesticide-harmful-kids?utm_campaign=Social+Traffic&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=1509546331#.WiBN0oWcH3t
https://www.ewg.org/enviroblog/2017/10/epa-chief-backs-another-pesticide-harmful-kids?utm_campaign=Social+Traffic&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=1509546331#.WiBN0oWcH3t
https://www.ewg.org/enviroblog/2017/10/epa-chief-backs-another-pesticide-harmful-kids?utm_campaign=Social+Traffic&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=1509546331#.WiBN0oWcH3t
https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2017/09/13/food-nutrients-carbon-dioxide-000511
https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2017/09/13/food-nutrients-carbon-dioxide-000511
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/16/health/healthy-foods-confusion-study/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/no-food-is-healthy-not-even-kale/2016/01/15/4a5c2d24-ba52-11e5-829c-26ffb874a18d_story.html?utm_term=.a6027a65ada4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/no-food-is-healthy-not-even-kale/2016/01/15/4a5c2d24-ba52-11e5-829c-26ffb874a18d_story.html?utm_term=.a6027a65ada4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/no-food-is-healthy-not-even-kale/2016/01/15/4a5c2d24-ba52-11e5-829c-26ffb874a18d_story.html?utm_term=.a6027a65ada4
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How Does Food Impact Health? 

https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/explore-healing-practices/food-medicine/how-

does-food-impact-health  

 

Organic foods: Are they safer? More nutritious? 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-

depth/organic-food/art-20043880 

 

The politics of sugar: why your government lies to you about this disease-promoting 
ingredient 

https://www.naturalnews.com/009797.html 

Milking taxpayers: As crop prices fall, farmers grow subsidies instead 

https://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21643191-crop-prices-fall-farmers-grow-

subsidies-instead-milking-taxpayers   

 

Part 2: 

Based on their evaluation of the articles they selected, they will form an opinion about 

food and issues related to its production, distribution and consumption. They will 

develop a thesis statement and research sources to back their opinion to create an 

annotated bibliography. Examples of thesis statements:  

 

Suggested topics related to food, ethics and sustainability 

• Government Control of Public Food 

• Food, health and sustainability: we become what we eat, and so does Earth 

• Sugar industry politics 

• Restrict medically important antibiotics in farm animals 

• Food and Its Influence 

• Schools should provide more nutritious food 

https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/explore-healing-practices/food-medicine/how-does-food-impact-health
https://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/explore-healing-practices/food-medicine/how-does-food-impact-health
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-depth/organic-food/art-20043880
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-depth/organic-food/art-20043880
https://www.naturalnews.com/009797.html
https://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21643191-crop-prices-fall-farmers-grow-subsidies-instead-milking-taxpayers
https://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21643191-crop-prices-fall-farmers-grow-subsidies-instead-milking-taxpayers
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• The government should consider rationing unhealthy food 

• Food companies should do more to identify to consumers the nutritional 

information related to various food products  

• It is up to consumers to learn more about what they are eating rather than 

blaming other people 

• Fast food companies have ruined the nutritional standards of the United 

States 

• Rising global temperatures are beginning to have a ripple effect on crop 

yields, forest resources, water supplies and altering the balance of nature. 

• Intensive farming leads to a vicious cycle of exhaustion of soil fertility and 

decline of agricultural yields. 

• Corporations and governments buying rights to millions of acres of 

agricultural land in developing countries to secure their own long-term food 

supplies. 

• Are farm subsidies a necessary evil? 

• Can organic farming feed the world? 

• Are organic vegetables more nutritious after all? 

 

 

Assignment Requirements 

 

❖ The annotated bibliography will contain 5-7 sources using APA or MLA citation style. 

 

❖ Of the 5-7 sources in the annotated bibliography, at least 1 should be an e-book, 2 

sources should be scholarly journal articles, 1 Internet source and 1 film from Films 

on Demand or Kanopy. 

 

❖ Each source listed will also include a 3-5 sentence annotation which will describe the 

relevance between the information in the source and the topic of the research. 
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http://5304-presscdn-26-17.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/guides/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Evaluating-a-News-Article-Infographic.png

