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Professor: Rosalie Kolesar  

InterAmerican campus  

World Languages 

Office: 1333  

Recycle Lesson Plan 

 

rkolesar@mdc.edu Tel: 305-237-6496  

Objectives:  

1- learn recycling vocabulary 

2- identify and use imperative verbs 

3- learn about recycling at home 

4- talk about their current recycling habits in their homes 

5- identify which chemical cleaning products are in their homes  

6- learn what to do if an accident occurs while using cleaning products 

7- learn which items can and can’t be recycled 

8- learn how to properly dispose of items that can’t be recycled 

9- watch recycling videos, take notes & discuss 

10-write about what they learned and what their next steps are for recycling 
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2 
 

Websites 

Covanta facility (general information about Covanta and videos) 

https://www.covanta.com/Our-Facilities/Covanta-Dade 

Covanta Energy from Waste-How it works  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSl7i8b-qOI 

Miami Dade-residential recycling 

http://www.miamidade.gov/solidwaste/residential-recycling.asp 

Recycle Game (Put the materials in the correct cart) – Timed 

http://bridgepages.cmgdigital.com/27000s/27757_curbside_recycling/index.html 

Recycling Readings 

Introduction http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E1.pdf 

Recycle http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E4.pdf 

What can we do? http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E2.pdf 

Reducing Waste by Reusing http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E3.pdf 

Hazardous Household Products  

http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E5.pdf 

Disposing of Hazardous Household Products 

http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/PDFS/E6.pdf 

Quizzes: http://www.mcedservices.com/recyclex/recyclex.htm 
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Step #1: Show select short videos about recycling from the websites above. 

Step #2: Give students the readings about recycling. Read and discuss together.  

1. Introduction 

2. Recycle 

3. What can we do?  

4. Reducing Waste by Reusing 

5. Hazardous Household Products 

* Have students look in their homes and make a list of products they 

have that say “Caution”, “Warning”, “Danger or Poison”.  

* Discuss the harmful effects. 

* Discuss what to do if you come in contact with one of these chemicals.  

6. Disposing of Hazardous Household Products 

 

Step #3: Write the main categories on the board. Then cut out the words in the 

list on the next page and have students work in groups to put them in the correct 

category. Focus on vocabulary. Some words are written in the list for them with 

the definitions, but they have to add others they don’t know.  

Step #4: Watch videos. Take notes. Focus on imperative verbs. Make lists of do’s 

and don’ts for recycling.  

Step #5: Write a report on what you learned and how you will recycle at home 

from now on.   
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Items Allowed  Items Not Allowed 

Paper Products 

ex. newspapers, magazines, catalogs, telephone books, 
printer paper, copier paper, mail, all other office 
paper without wax liners  

Garbage or other non-recyclable waste 

ex. cylinders, tanks, rocks, dirt, building debris, 
flammables 

Cardboard 

ex. packing boxes, cereal boxes, gift boxes, corrugated 
cardboard; flatten all boxes prior to placing them in your cart 

Batteries 

ex. dry cell batteries, lead acid batteries  

Plastic Containers (narrow-necks only) 

ex. bottles, milk, water, detergent, soda and shampoo 
containers (flatten and replace cap) 
*Only narrow-neck plastic containers (the opening of the 
container is smaller than the body) 

Certain glass products 

ex. window or auto glass, incandescent and 
fluorescent light bulbs, mirrors, glass cookware or 
bakeware, ceramics 

Aseptic Containers 

ex. drink boxes, juice cartons, milk cartons 

Plastic bags, foam, trays and containers 

Glass 

ex. glass food & beverage containers (clear, brown and 
green) 

Home chemicals 

ex. paints, pesticides  

Metals 

ex. aluminum & steel food and beverage containers 

Medical waste and pharmaceuticals 

ex. syringes, plastic tubing, medicine bottles or 
containers 

  

  

Electronic waste and accessories 

ex. PCs, monitors, televisions, printer cartridges, 
keyboards, cell phones, CDs and DVDs  

Other non-recyclables 

ex. coat hangers, small appliances, microwave trays 

Empty propane or oxygen tanks  

Textiles 

Donate used clothing, shoes and other apparel. 
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What about these items?  

 Plastic bags   

o Cannot be placed in recycling carts. Return them to your local retailer  

 Batteries  

 Egg cartons; meat and vegetable foam trays; plastic clamshell trays   

o Cannot be placed in recycling carts. Return them to your local retailer  

 Garden hoses   

o Discard with your regular trash  

 Margarine and butter tubs; yogurt cups   

o Cannot be placed in recycling carts  

 Plastic cups, plates and utensils   

o Cannot be placed in recycling carts  

 Plastic hangers   

o Reuse or donate them to a local thrift store  

 Wire hangers   

o Return to a local drycleaner for reuse or recycling  

 

 

 

http://www.miamidade.gov/solidwaste/battery-disposal.asp
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Recycling cart guidelines  

The curbside recycling program uses convenient "single-stream" recycling, which means you don't have to  

separate your recyclable materials. Every household receives one 65-gallon wheeled cart where you can place  

all of your recyclable materials together.  

Just roll your recycling cart out to the curbside by 7 a.m. on your recycling day. Place your recycling cart  

within three feet of the street and at least five feet from mailboxes, parked cars or other obstacles. The wheels  

must face your home.  

If you use a Miami-Dade recycling bin or other automated cart for garbage collection, be sure to leave at  

least five feet between the two carts. After collection, return your recycling cart to its storage place. The biggest  

advantages of our single-stream program are that you don't have to separate your recyclables and you can now  

recycle more types of paper products. Recycling has never been easier.  
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Recycling tips  

 Make sure all recyclable material fits inside the blue recycling cart and the lid closes completely.  

 Do not place your recyclables inside plastic bags. Plastic bags damage the equipment at the recycling facility.  

 Do not stack items on top of or alongside your recycling cart. They can't and won't be collected.  

 Do not use the recycling cart for rocks, dirt, tile, construction and demolition debris, free-flowing liquids,  

flammables, automobile batteries, propane tanks or other home chemical waste.  

 If you are disabled or need assistance moving your recycling cart to the curb, you can apply for special  

assistance recycling service by calling 3-1-1.  

 If you move to a new residence, leave your recycling cart behind for use by the next resident.  
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newspapers       packing boxes 

magazines       cereal boxes 

catalogs        gift boxes 

telephone books     corrugated cardboard  

printer paper      milk  bottles 

copier paper      water bottles 

mail        detergent bottles 

shampoo bottles     soda bottles 

milk cartons      drink boxes 

juice cartons      glass food containers 
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glass beverage containers     green glass 

clear glass       brown glass  

aluminum food containers    cylinders 

steel food containers     tanks 

rocks        dirt 

building debris      flammables 

dry cell batteries      lead acid batteries 

window glass       auto glass 

incandescent light bulbs    mirrors 

fluorescent light bulbs     glass cookware 
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glass bakeware      ceramics 

paints         pesticides 

syringes        plastic tubing 

medicine bottles      containers 

personal computers     televisions 

printer cartridges      keyboards 

cell phones       CD’s & DVD’s 

monitors        coat hangers 

small appliances      microwave trays 

used clothing       shoes 
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Vocabulary List  

1. aseptic- free from contamination caused by harmful bacteria 

2. corrugated- a surface shaped with ridges and grooves like cardboard boxes 

3. narrow-neck bottles – the opening of the bottle is smaller than the body 

4. flammable- easily set on fire 

5.      

6.    

7.      

8.       

9.      

10.       

11.        

12.       

13.       

14.       

15.       

16.       

17.       

18.       

19.       

20.       
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Vocabulary- Imperative Verbs 

1. flatten narrow-neck bottles and replace the cap 

2. flatten all boxes prior to placing them in the cart 

3. donate used clothing and shoes 

4.      

5.    

6.      

7.       

8.      

9.       

10.        

11.       

12.       

13.       

14.       

15.       

16.       

17.       

18.       

19.       

20.  
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Items Allowed  Items Not Allowed 

Paper Products 

 
 
 
 

Garbage or other non-recyclable waste 

 

Cardboard 

 
 
 
 

Batteries 

 

Plastic Containers (narrow-necks only) 

 

 

Certain glass products 

 

Aseptic Containers 

 
 
 
 

Plastic bags, foam, trays and containers 

Glass 

 
 
 
 

Home chemicals 

 

Metals 

 
 
 

Medical waste and pharmaceuticals 

 
 
 
 

  

  

Electronic waste and accessories 

 
 
 
 
 

Other non-recyclables 

 
 
 
 

Empty propane or oxygen tanks  

 

 

Textiles 
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Hazardous Household Products 

Part 1: Write the name of the product you have in the appropriate column depending on the 
warning label.   

Part 2: Write how this is dangerous. 

Part 3: Write the remedy.  

Product Caution/Warning/Danger First Aid 

Formula 409 
 

Caution- eye irritant Rinse eye with water for 
15 minutes 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 


