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Lesson Plans with an Earth Literacy and Sustainability Perspective 

Water Ethics – A focus on saving the Everglades 

Lesson is suitable for EAP 1620 – Reading level 6 and / or other higher level reading courses. 

Objective: The following reading assignment will cover the specifics of fixing the Everglades National park. 

This assignment will educate learners on the necessity for action in this endeavor, and it will also assist in 

developing students’ critical thinking skills on solving real-world problems. The article which the questions are 

based on comes from the Sunday, November 10, 2013 edition of the Miami Herald and is copied below. 

MDC Learning Outcomes addressed:  

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills 

3. Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning 

10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 

 

Directions: Read the following attached article and then answer the questions below. 

Sun Sentinel 

http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2013-11-10/news/fl-everglades-money-unplugged-20131108_1_water-levels-
tamiami-trail-everglades  

Floridians seek quick fix to pollution and flooding 

Congress moves slowly to pay for Everglades restoration 

November 10, 2013     By William E. Gibson, Washington Bureau 

As polluted water fouls parts of South Florida and floods areas along the northern edge of the Everglades, 
environmentalists are struggling to pry money out of Washington to restore a clean, natural flow. 

Congress is moving slowly to help pay for restoration projects that would store water, filter out fertilizer and 
other pollutants and move it south into the Everglades. But congressional appropriations could take many 
months, and construction will take years. 

 

Faced with these delays, some state officials and environmentalists are looking for quicker fixes to prevent 
polluted discharges from Lake Okeechobee and to control water levels farther south near the Everglades. 

"We need an emergency policy that could protect our environment and keep it alive and healthy while we're 
completing the restoration," said Ron Bergeron, of Fort Lauderdale, a member of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. 

http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2013-11-10/news/fl-everglades-money-unplugged-20131108_1_water-levels-tamiami-trail-everglades
http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2013-11-10/news/fl-everglades-money-unplugged-20131108_1_water-levels-tamiami-trail-everglades


"Restoration could take three decades," he said. "It is extremely important to not destroy the environment 
before we restore it." 

Heavy rains in spring and summer raised water levels in the lake, which contains large amounts of phosphorus 
and other pollutants that washed off land surrounding it. To lower the levels and relieve pressure on a 
dilapidated dike rimming the lake, federal engineers discharged hundreds of billions of gallons into estuaries 
that run to the east and west coasts and out to sea. 

Communities all along these estuaries and on the coasts have suffered from pollution, fish kills and declining 
property values. 

At the same time, rainwater flooded areas farther south in western Broward and Miami-Dade counties, trapping 
wildlife on tree islands and a few remaining dry areas. If left to follow its natural course, much of this water 
would flow south into Everglades National Park and down to Florida Bay. But instead, it's blocked by Tamiami 
Trail, also known as U.S. Highway 41, a major obstacle that leaves areas to the north flooded while depriving 
the Everglades of water. 

Alarms have eased in recent weeks as drier weather reduced water levels. Engineers have nearly halted the 
discharges from the lake, and flooding no longer threatens wildlife north of Tamiami Trail. 

But the near-crisis left a sense of urgency and worries about the future. 

Bergeron and others have urged the Army Corps of Engineers to make quick use of existing ways to allow 
more water to flow beneath Tamiami Trail. 

Construction of a 1-mile bridge that raises the roadbed is nearly completed, but officials have not fully opened 
the floodgates beneath it, leaving high waters in a 700,000-acre area to the north. 

A federal engineer last week said water levels in Lake Okeechobee and farther south are gradually dropping 
and are manageable. 

The solution, he said, includes fixing the dike, extending the bridge to raise Tamiami Trail and building storage 
areas south of the lake to capture water, store it, clean it and release it during dry seasons rather than channel 
it out to sea. 

"During especially wet times — and especially dry times, too, for that matter — there may be adverse impacts. 
And we recognize that," said Lt. Col. Thomas Greco, a deputy district commander of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. "But there already is a lot of construction going on throughout Florida, from the Kissimmee Valley 
all the way down to Everglades National Park, to address these long-term issues. 

"It's no small feat. With the right emphasis on these projects, the long-term benefits will be seen. But it is a 
long-term endeavor." 

The Obama administration has proposed spending $30 million this fiscal year to help pay for an additional 5.5 
miles of bridge along Tamiami Trail, but Congress is moving slowly to consider this and other appropriations. 

Gov. Rick Scott, meanwhile, has pledged $90 million of state money over three years for the bridge project, 
and he's pushing Uncle Sam to match it. 

Some Everglades advocates are urging the National Park Service to tap its existing road fund to move the 
project along. 

"We've got to raise the road," said Eric Eikenberg, CEO of the Everglades Foundation, based in Miami. "If we 
don't uncork the southern part of the Everglades, all this talk about moving water south and reducing the 
discharges for people living along the east and west coast is for naught." 



The U.S. House last month passed a long-awaited bill to authorize spending on water projects across the 
nation, including four near the Everglades. An amendment by U.S. Rep. Lois Frankel, D-West Palm Beach, 
also would allow the state to get reimbursed for initial work on a larger central Everglades project to clean the 
water and move it south. 

The bill, which must be reconciled with a Senate-passed version, indicates support for long-term restoration, 
but it will take years to unfold. 

"This is not for the faint of heart," Eikenberg said. "There's a lot of work to be done." 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. As the title to the article states, a quick fix is needed to assist three restoration projects in the Everglades. 

Which one of the four projects listed below is not stated in the article? 

 

a. Fixing the dike which keeps water from overflowing Lake Okeechobee. 

b. Running a pipe from Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico to avoid polluted water from entering 

the Everglades. 

c. Extending a bridge over the Tamiami Trail (U.S. Highway 41) to allow water to flow freely into the 

Everglades. 

d. Building storage areas below Lake Okeechobee to store and clean polluted water. 

 

2. Why is it necessary for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to release water from Lake Okeechobee into 

estuaries which flow to both the east and west coast of Florida after heavy rains occur? 

a. Because better fishing results in both the Lake and the estuaries after the water is released. 

b. Because less fertilizer-polluted water results from the release. 

c. Because the dike which keeps the water inside Lake Okeechobee is old and in need of repair and too 

much water in the Lake might force the dike to break. 

d. Because Congress has pledged more money for fixing the Everglades if polluted water is routinely 

released into Florida estuaries. 

 

3. According to the article, getting money from the federal government in Washington D.C. to help restore 

the Everglades is… 

a. going smoothly and easily coming. 

b. hard to accomplish and uncertain when money will be appropriated. 

c. not mentioned in the article. 

 

4. Florida Governor Rick Scott is known as a member of the Tea Party – a very conservative group of the 

Republican Party which, in general, does not support big government spending on projects. From what 

you can infer in the reading, why do you think that Governor Scott has pledged $90 million to support 

the bridge project allowing water to flow freely into the Everglades? 

 

a. Governor Scott most likely believes that the restoration of the Everglades is good for the Florida 

economy because it allows for the pollution from Florida’s farms to enter other border states and 

forces them to pay for the clean-up. 



b. Governor Scott most likely believes that the restoration of the Everglades is good for the Florida 

economy because it helps protect the indigenous Miccosukee tribe and their casino industry. 

c. Governor Scott most likely believes that the restoration of the Everglades is good for the Florida 

economy because it will help promote tourism, satisfy the locally affected population, and help 

sustain the local fishing industry.  

d. Governor Scott most likely does not believe in the restoration of the Everglades, but he must pretend 

to take action or he will be removed as a Tea Party member.  

 

5. The article mentions that the restoration of the Everglades National Park is a, “long-term endeavor.” 

What information from the article supports this idea? 

 

a. That the Obama administration’s pledge to spend $30 million is enough money for all three projects 

to be completed; however, the Army Corps of Engineers feels that these projects are much too 

difficult to achieve success. 

b. That there are multiple, expensive, time-consuming projects which must be undertaken in order to 

fully clean and restore the Everglades. 

c. That heavy rains in summer and very dry conditions in the winter season are unusual for Florida and 

eventually such conditions make the restoration of the Everglades a very difficult and almost futile 

undertaking.  

Discussion Questions: 

Directions: Read the following questions to your partner (s) and discuss your answers. 

1. Why is it important to restore the Everglades? 

2. Why do you think that the fertilizer used on Florida farms is bad for the environment and the Everglades 

in particular? 

3. What do you think would happen if no action were taken on the three proposed projects to restore the 

Everglades? 

4. Have you ever seen a “red tide” or a major “fish kill”? What did you experience or what do you think 

you would experience if you have not witnessed this event? 

 

 

 

 

 


