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Time:  All packed into a one-morning Saturday adventure, this lesson includes a 

30-minute, opening interdisciplinary lecture that briefly looks at 

government and statistical reporting techniques along with basic 

terminology from chemistry, math (statistics) and biology. The students 

then head out on an hour tour of Oleta River State Park led by a Botanist, 

followed by a two-hour bay/habitat cleanup and concluding with a picnic 

along the shore. Sharing their insights will be students from diverse 

disciplines, including those in the classes of Chemistry, Math, Journalism 

and Biology  

 

I. Goal: In this interdisciplinary lesson, students will briefly review the appropriate material 

from the chapters of their respective courses, with each professor giving a short overview in 

the 30-minute combined lecture opening the Saturday excursion to Oleta River State Park. 

After the quick discussion, the group will spend the whole morning together learning about 

the habitat from the Botanist and cleaning up the park, removing trash and invasive species 

before sharing a lunch together along the shore. Finally, they write a discipline-appropriate 

piece about the experience. It can be a news report on the development of nearby Biscayne 

Landing or an editorial piece for the journalism class, a short science paper for the biology 

and chemistry classes, or a statistics overview of one meter of ground they observe or 

samples of water they collect at the park. 

  

II. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. learn about the different reporting writing forms for government and statistical 

stories in Chapter 19 of Writing and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 8
th

 

edition by Carole Rich 

2. quickly discuss key concepts in the other science and math disciples of the 

groups joining the journalism students for this morning at Oleta River State 

Park. 

3. learn about how students in different disciplines approach looking at a new 

environment (what do the journalism students pick up on first about the 

Saturday excursion versus the impressions of the chemistry, biology and 

math/statistics students?) 

4. work in teams to clean up Oleta River State Park  

5. discuss what they will write for the next class to convey these ideas (this can be 

either a journalism piece, such as an interview with a local authority or an 

editorial on biodiversity or a science report) 



6. during the discussion, students will practice the listening techniques in Chapter 

2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability (they don’t have to read 

this, the professor will briefly explain the techniques) 

 

III. Content Outline:  
 

1. What are some of the different reporting and journalism writing forms? Scan 

Chapter 19 about writing government and statistical stories and know how to 

distinguish a news story from an editorial opinion piece, etc. Also discuss the 

difference between news stories and advertorials or “native advertising” (an ad 

written as if it were a hard news story) 

2. Define some of the basic science and math terms needed to write about a local 

environment, development and biodiversity 

3. Think of ways you can help make a difference to ensure that future generations 

can enjoy Oleta River State Park. Is it by volunteering to help keep invasive 

species of plants from taking over the park, helping research how to prevent 

rising seas from inundating the region, thinking of ways to help young kids 

discover the beauty of nature, leading a picnic or weekend cabin excursion to 

the park? What can you do so that the natural world receives the same care and 

attention that the built environment has in South Florida? 

 

IV. Instructional Strategies 

 

Warm-up:   
The professor will briefly describe the techniques of effective listening described in 

Chapter 2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and Sustainability (five minutes). Then each 

of the professors joining the interdisciplinary excursion this Saturday will offer a short 

overview of the appropriate vocabulary and concepts needed for students to discuss their 

observations of the day’s activities. 

 

Activities: 

 

1. Students will be teamed up with those from different disciplines for the day. Since 

four professors are participating, teams will consist of four members, one from each 

class. (Ahead of time, professors will create the teams so that a good mix of 

personality types and academic levels co-exist in each team.) 

2. After the 30-minute overview, the group will follow the botanist on an hour-long tour 

of the area, with opening discussion from her on the “one meter of diversity” concept 

and a concluding ending in the Australian pine area near the cabins where only a 

monoculture of vegetation exists. Along the way, all students should take notes of the 

flora and fauna Mutis describes. During the walk, the botanist will explain the “tough 

kids on the block” view of the meter of biodiversity, where “weeds” are really good 

things that promote biodiversity, and a monoculture, as found in the bit of Australian 

pine space by the cabins promotes mosquito infestation and makes it impossible for 

native plants to survive  

3. After the botanists’ walking lecture tour, students will decide by group where they 

want to volunteer. Will it be picking up garbage near the picnic site or helping plant 

native plants in the areas lining the parking lot? They will work for 1.5 to 2 hours 

before returning to the picnic site. 

4. Before sitting down to eat, each team of four will pick a square meter of biodiverse 

ground to observe. They can take photos with their smart phones and jot down notes 



to record all the plants they see. Each student will include observations from this in 

their subsequent writing assignment. 

5. Just before the picnic following the cleanup and biodiversity notetaking, the 

professors will talk about current development of Biscayne Landing and the problems 

of the superfund site so close to the park. Students will be asked to reflect upon the 

nearby land development along with the current and future impact this might have on 

the tranquil setting where they are having lunch. The groups should mingle and 

discuss their impressions for the day. What will they write their report on? And what 

will they commit to do during the semester to ensure that the beauty of Oleta River 

State Park endures for generations to come? 

6. Before the next class, all students in all disciplines will read the 2015 Miami Herald 

article on Biscayne Landing (story attached below, or url here: 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy) 

7. Wrap up: Each professor will re-iterate what the homework writing assignment is and 

answer questions about it (five minutes) 

 

Homework: After the Saturday excursion, write a discipline-specific piece on the day’s 

experience (250-word minimum) 

 

V. Assessment: Students will be graded as teams on their ability to listen effectively, both to 

their teammates in the group activities and to the botanist. As individuals, they will receive a 

letter grade on the writing piece and either a complete or an incomplete on the commitment 

to action. 

 

VI. Materials:  

 

1. Overview of government and statistics writing styles in Chapter 19 of Writing 

and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 8
th

 edition by Carole Rich  

2. Whatever specific chapters other professors might find appropriate to the day’s 

outing 

3. Listening exercise in Chapter 2 of Seeing Systems, Peace, Justice and 

Sustainability (professors will describe this at the beginning of the day, so there 

is no need for students to read this chapter) 

4. After the day’s activities and before the writing assignment, all students should 

read the story attached below, or the url here: 
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy 

 

VII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives  

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

humans on the environment  

          JOU 1100 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1: The Student will demonstrate knowledge of the various forms of journalism 

writing by:  

 a. Identifying different writing styles 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy


 b. Relating those styles to the journalism intention (inform for news story vs. influence 

for editorial piece vs. marketing/ad writing, which is designed to influence consumer 

behavior) 

c. Recognizing the various techniques used to write in these styles (reporting by 

interviewing two or more sources, researching news articles for an editorial piece) 

      Other Course Competencies: (to be determined by the other professors) 

Homework Reading Assignment to be read after the morning at Oleta River State Park but BEFORE students 

write their respective pieces. 

New Developers for Old Biscayne Landing Site 

Developers Turnberry Associates will partner with the LeFrak Organization to develop the 183-acre former 

Superfund site in North Miami. 

 

By Nicholas Nehamas, nnehamas@miamiherald.com 

Miami Herald, March 9, 2015 

Caption: Harrison LeFrak, Vice Chairman and Managing Director of LeFrak, Richard LeFrak, Chairman and 

CEO of LeFrak, and Jeffrey Soffer, Turnberry Associates Chairman and CEO, gather at Fountainebleau 

Aviation located at the Opa-locka Executive Airport Monday March 9, 2015. (Harrison is the son of Richard 

LeFrank) WALTER MICHOT MIAMI HERALD STAFF 



A new real estate developer has joined the team trying to bring life to the long-troubled 183-acre Biscayne 

Landing project in North Miami. 

Aventura founders Turnberry Associates have entered a 50/50 partnership with the New York-based LeFrak 

Organization, which has held an interest in the site since 2012, said company namesake Richard LeFrak. 

LeFrak bought previous investors Michael Swerdlow and Ezra Katz out of the joint Biscayne Landing venture, 

called Oleta Partners, last week, allowing Turnberry to take over. Terms were not disclosed.  

Oleta Partners paid $17.5 million for a 99-year lease with North Miami on the former Superfund landfill in 

2012, and bought 50 acres of the property outright in a $20 million deal late last year. 

LeFrak’s company, a well-known national firm that recently opened a Miami office, is also a partner with 

Starwood in 1 South Beach Hotel & Residences. Turnberry CEO Jeffrey Soffer owns the Fontainebleau Resort 

on Miami Beach. 

The Biscayne Landing site, at Northeast 151st Street and Biscayne Boulevard in North Miami near Oleta River 

State Park, is the largest parcel of undeveloped land in Miami-Dade County east of I-95.  

“We are planning something very ambitious that takes advantage of the size of the site,” Lefrak said in a brief 

interview. The mixed-use project will include more than 4,000 residential units and a million square feet of 

retail and commercial space, he said.  

Soffer said in a statement that the deal was “an exciting opportunity for two of the country’s leading real estate 

companies to develop an unprecedented master planned community and create a new skyline in South Florida.”  

North Miami City Manager Aleem Ghany called the deal a positive step and said the new partnership will be 

beneficial for the city. 

“We have one of the best developers that we could have in the South Florida market in commercial 

development with Turnberry and one of the best developers in the New York and Los Angeles market in 

residential development with LeFrak,” Ghany said.  

“It should be fruitful and we should get a better product and upper-end development on both the residential and 

commercial side.”  

Soffer and LeFrak said they will rebrand the site, whose current name evokes five decades of failed projects and 

pollution.  

In the 1960s, developers hoped to build a futuristic, Latin American-themed amusement park at Biscayne 

Landing, but construction went at a snail’s pace before being canceled. Another team planned a 36-hole golf 

course with an Olympic pool, which was also canned. 

From 1975 to 1981, the tract was used as a municipal landfill that grew so tainted the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency designated it a Superfund site in 1982.  

After the land was declared safe for development in 1999, various development teams — some with little 

experience — proposed plans including an indoor skiing resort spearheaded by a former law partner of Andre 

Pierre, North Miami’s mayor at the time. (Pierre was also found to have business ties to Swerdlow’s firm 

through a Haitian developer.) 

http://www.epa.gov/region4/superfund/sites/npl/florida/munptlffl.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/north-miami/article3474365.html


All the projects were non-starters except for two condo towers, which were built in 2007 and went into 

foreclosure after the housing market crashed. 

City leaders have long looked to Biscayne Landing as a source of jobs and revenue. LeFrak said his team has 

the skills and resources to finally turn the area into a thriving residential and commercial center. 

“We are absolutely committed to this project and to this city,” LeFrak said. 

Construction on the site’s main road will begin this month, he added. Three design firms are planning the 

project, including two from South Florida. They are EDSA, Arquitectonica and Maryland-based Design 3 

International. 

More details will be released in May, according to LeFrak. “We want our plan fully baked before we go to the 

public,” LeFrak said. 

Miami Herald Staff Writer Lance Dixon contributed to this report.  

Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy  

 

 

 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article13131902.html#storylink=cpy

