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The Beauty of the Bay 

  

 

I. Subject:  HUM 1020 (Humanities) or JOU 1100 (Basic Reporting) or team-taught combo, 

would be great to include the mentors and mentees of the Changemaker Corps for the first 

service-learning day at Biscayne Bay 

Topic:  The Beauty of the Bay 

Grade:   College Level 

Time:  A week of classes in which students look at how several artists and writers 

have dealt with the aesthetics and the ethics of water issues. 

  

II. Goal: These lessons are designed for a humanities class, a reporting class or a combined, team-

taught class where professors in both disciplines work together for a week. Students first will 

explore the beauty of Biscayne Bay on a Saturday morning by completing service learning hours 

through Hands on Miami to help clean up Pelican Harbor. They will then read a few articles and 

watch videos from some water-related performances that have taken place at MDC. Finally, they 

will write their own piece about some aspect of the work done throughout the week. For 

humanities students, it will be an art review or creative essay. For reporting students, it will be a 

news story, editorial or performance review. 

  

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. learn about the different creative writing forms. For humanities students, this will 

be the essay, theater review, sonnet, haiku, etc. from Ch. 6 on literature in the 

course textbook used for the humanities classes at Wolfson Campus: Perceiving the 

Arts: An Introduction to the Humanities, 10
th

 edition by Dennis J. Sporre. For the 

journalism students, this will be the different journalism writing styles, including 

hard news story and features piece (art/performance review) from Writing and 

Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 7
th

 edition by Carole Rich. 

2. learn about Biscayne Bay, the rescued birds on Pelican Harbor and the wild birds 

that nest throughout the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves  

3. conduct service-learning by spending a Saturday morning removing trash from 

Pelican Harbor and interact with students in the Changemaker Corps  

4. politely discuss different perspectives on the need for conservation vs. the need to 

keep Miami growing so that the local economy develops 

5. write one of the following pieces about Biscayne Bay and water aesthetics/ethics, 

depending on the particular class the student is taking (humanities vs. journalism): a 

creative piece, a news story, a performance review, an editorial column. If the 

Changemaker Corps can participate in this writing portion of the assignment, too, 

then it would be nice to have them write a brief reflection piece in the form of a 

short email/letter to the student they were paired with from the journalism or 

humanities class   

6. bring the writing piece to class. Share your piece with a student of the opposite 

discipline (or if this can’t be done as a team-teaching, cross-disciplinary week of 



classes, then students of the same discipline will pair up with someone who wrote in 

a different format, so for ex. in the reporting class, one news story person teams 

with someone who chose to write a performance critique).  

7. use the Harkness Method for a 20-minute group discussion of the week’s 

discoveries. If the service learning project can be done with the Changemaker 

Corps, then there will be TWO Harkness discussions, one at the conclusion of the 

lunch after the service learning, and then a second one for the students in the graded 

courses  

 

IV. Content Outline:  
 

1. What are some of the different creative writing forms? Scan the chapters of the 

respective disciplines and be prepared to discuss how to distinguish an essay from a 

short story, a news piece from an editorial, etc. 

2. Be able to describe what the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves are, where they are 

located and a few of endangered species that reside there 

3. Write a piece of your own about the aesthetics of water 

4. Understand how the “Other” might see things totally differently from you, be it the 

Changemaker, the student from the other discipline, or the classmate in the same 

course who wrote a much different paper 

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

 

Service Learning Day:   
Students will pair with someone from the other discipline. If this is just one class, 

students will pair with someone of a different major. If the Changemaker Corps can 

attend, then trios will be formed, with a Changemaker, a journalist and a humanities 

student in each trio. The pairs/trios will take 10 minutes to get to know each other before 

heading on the boat to the cleanup. Laura Eldredge will offer a short slide show before 

the service learning boat ride. After the work, students will return to the mainland and 

have a lunch catered by Choices Vegan Café. On the menu: nachos for an appetizer, the 

Sergio Bowl as the main course and the acai bowl for dessert. During lunch, there will be 

a short explanation by the professor about how this type of meal helps put less of a strain 

on our freshwater supply. A Harkness Discussion will follow, if the Changemaker Corps 

attends. Otherwise the students in the enrolled classes will just have one Harkness 

Discussion at the end of the next week as a conclusion to the water ethics/aesthetics 

series. 

 

AS HOMEWORK BEFORE THE SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT, if the 

Changemakers can attend, the other students will read the College Forum article about 

the Changemakers (see attachment).  

 

AS HOMEWORK AFTER the service learning project, to be read BEFORE the first 

class of the following week, students should read ANY ONE of the links to Cynthia 

Barnett’s articles at http://www.cynthiabarnett.net/articles.html . Be prepared to 

DISCUSS this article, so take notes both on the subject/facts and what you liked or didn’t 

like about the writing style. Was the information shocking? Did you already know this? 

How many sources were cited (people interviewed)?  

 

http://www.cynthiabarnett.net/articles.html


Activities Lesson 1 – Service-Learning Reflection – plus Writing and Water: 

 

1. The class as a whole will open with a brief discussion of the service learning 

experience. What did they find new about the volunteer work? What did they learn 

about the lives of foster children by teaming with a Changemaker Corps member. (5 

min) 

2. The professor will quickly tally to see who read which of the Barnett articles. 

Students will be divided into groups of those who read the same piece. They will 

discuss the article they read, their impressions of both the facts and the writing style. 

They will then prepare to present a short one-minute summary of that article to the 

class. (10 min group discussion, 10 min presentation to the class) 

3. The professor will briefly describe the Nile River Project’s MDC Live performance 

and Earth Ethics Institute dinner/discussion. Students will then listen to their music, 

taking notes as they listen. (10 min) 

4. Students will write a 150-word critique of the music they just heard. They will print 

out two copies, one which they will turn in for a grade, and the other which they will 

take home and review/revise and bring to the next class. (15 min to write and self 

edit) 

 

Homework: 1. Listen to the Nile River Project’s music on YouTube 2. Read the College 

Forum story about the discussion led by MDC Live and EEI. 3. Do a bit of research about 

water issues in this war-torn region of the globe. 

 

Activities Lesson 2 – Music and Water: 

 

1. Students open the class by sharing what they learned from their homework research 

on the Nile. A note taker writes key points on the white board (5 min) 

2. Students will form pairs to share the music critiques they had written in the previous 

class. They will read each other’s work twice, once for the general flow of ideas and 

opinion, next for grammar and corrections they would suggest to their partner. They 

will note their comments in the margins on the paper. (10 minutes for 

reading/editing). 

3. Pairs will then discuss their comments about their partner’s work in a positive way to 

build their partner’s writing skills (5 min). If they do NOT like the initial grade the 

professor hands back on their first draft of the critique from the previous class, they 

can take home the professor’s graded critique and their partner’s comments to rewrite 

the work for a higher final grade that will average the original and rewrite grades. 

4. Students will watch videos on Holoscenes and the National Water Dance, taking 

notes so that they can write a COMPARATIVE critique. (10 minutes) 

5. Students will write a 150-word critique of the two dance/performance pieces they just 

saw. They will print out two copies, one which they will turn in for a grade, and the 

other which they will take home and review/revise and bring to the next class. (15 

min to write and self edit) 

 

 

Homework: 

 1. Read the College Forum story about Holoscenes 2. Read The New York Times 

piece about Holoscenes. 3. Take notes on the difference between the marketing 

piece (CF) vs. the journalism piece (NYT) on this same work.  



 

Activities Lesson 3 – Performance and Water: 

 

1. Students share what their ideas about the homework comparison (marketing vs. 

journalism review of Holoscenes) as a note take writes key points on the white board. 

2. As with the music critique from the previous class, students will form pairs to share 

the dance critiques they had written in the previous class. They will read each other’s 

work twice, once for the general flow of ideas and opinion, next for grammar and 

corrections they would suggest to their partner. They will note their comments in the 

margins on the paper. (10 minutes for reading/editing). 

3. Pairs will then discuss their comments about their partner’s work in a positive way to 

build their partner’s writing skills (5 min). If they do NOT like the initial grade the 

professor hands back on their first draft of the critique from the previous class, they 

can take home the professor’s graded critique and their partner’s comments to rewrite 

the work for a higher final grade that will average the original and rewrite grades. 

4. The class then conducts a Harkness Discussion about the whole week of work, 

starting with the service learning project with the Changemaker Corps, progressing to 

the Barnett articles, and finishing with the Nile River Project, Holoscenes and 

National Water Dance works. How does each of these different writing and 

performance forms shape their appreciation for and understanding of water ethics and 

aesthetics? And how might they use what they have learned to make a concrete 

commitment to changing something in their own lives to improve the state of our 

precious and finite water supply? 

 

VI. Assessment: Students will be graded as a group, according to the Harkness Discussion rules. As 

individuals, they will receive either a complete or an incomplete for participating in the service 

learning. As individuals, they will also receive grades on their two writing assignments.  

 

 

VII. Materials:  

 

1. Chapter Six on literature and Chapters Five and Seven on the performing arts in 

Perceiving the Arts: An Introduction to the Humanities, 10
th

 edition by Dennis J. 

Sporre  

2. Intro to different journalism writing styles in Writing and Reporting News: A 

Coaching Method, 7
th

 edition by Carole Rich 

3. Website for volunteering at Pelican Harbor 

http://www.handsonmiami.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Details_Page?id=a0

Co0000009IIGUEA4 

4. For articles on water issues beyond Biscayne Bay, see 

http://www.cynthiabarnett.net/articles.html 

5. Extra Credit (for NON Honors College students): Learn about lawns and algae 

blooms by reading Michael Pollan’s essay on lawns and mowing 

http://michaelpollan.com/articles-archive/why-mow-the-case-against-lawns/ 

Then write a 200-word piece about the topic (for journalism students, a newspaper 

editorial/opinion piece, for humanities students, a personal reflection piece) 

6. Extra Credit for HONORS COLLEGE level students: Only 1 percent of the world’s 

water is safe for drinking. For extra credit, students can write a 250-word personal 

reflection on the stanza “Water, water, everywhere … Nor any drop to drink” as it 

http://www.handsonmiami.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Details_Page?id=a0Co0000009IIGUEA4
http://www.handsonmiami.org/HOC__Volunteer_Opportunity_Details_Page?id=a0Co0000009IIGUEA4
http://www.cynthiabarnett.net/articles.html
http://michaelpollan.com/articles-archive/why-mow-the-case-against-lawns/


relates to the current issue of limited freshwater supplies worldwide. (for 

background on original meaning of this, they can see Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. It’s OK to “cheat” by reading the Wiki summary 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rime_of_the_Ancient_Mariner) 

 

 

VIII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills 

Outcome #4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and apply information 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives  

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of  

humans on the environment 

 

      HUM 1020 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1: The Student will demonstrate knowledge of the Humanities by:  

 a. Identifying perspectives, views and content of the Humanities in terms of literature 

 b. Relating those issues to specific art works (a poem on flowers, an essay on lawns, such 

as Michael Pollan’s) 

c. Recognizing the various forms that comprise the discipline 

           JOU 1100 Course Competencies: 

Competency 1: The Student will demonstrate knowledge of the various forms of journalism 

writing by:  

 a. Identifying different writing styles 

 b. Relating those styles to the specific journalism intention of the piece they are writing 

(inform for news story vs. influence for editorial piece vs. marketing/ad writing, which is 

designed to influence consumer behavior, vs. performance review) 

c. Recognizing the various techniques used to write in these styles (reporting by 

interviewing two or more sources, researching news articles for an editorial piece) 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rime_of_the_Ancient_Mariner
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CULTURAL spotlight

Visions of the Future
In the first week of December, as Art Basel 

bustled through Miami and world leaders 
met for the U.N. Climate Summit in Paris, 
MDC Live Arts brought a provocative work 
to Wolfson Campus that tied together the 
seemingly disparate worlds of art and politics 
in a very visceral way.

For six-hour stretches over four consec-
utive days, Holoscenes stopped people in 
their tracks as they walked through Kyriakides 
Plaza at the heart of the College’s downtown 
campus. There, trapped in a crystal-clear, 
elevator-sized aquarium, were performers 
conducting their everyday affairs as water 
filled then escaped the 4,200-gallon tank. 
The artists completed dozens of routine dai-
ly tasks, from getting dressed in the morning 
and reading the newspaper to buying fruit  
and dancing the tango, all while swimming 
upward for air and diving downward to com-
plete their work.

Lars Jan, the arts visionary and TED Senior 
Fellow behind Holoscenes, created the work 
to “make people feel climate change in their 
gut, rather than just understand it.”

The son of émigrés from Afghanistan and 
Poland, Jan is the founding artistic director of 
Early Morning Opera (EMO), a genre-bending 
performance and art lab whose works ex-
plore emerging technologies, live audiences 
and unclassifiable experiences.

Holoscenes is his latest cross-disciplinary 
project, which grew out of the widely shared 
concern that humanity’s troubled relation-
ship with water will become the central is-
sue of the 21st century. Driven by a custom 
hydraulic system, the aquarium had hydro-
phones giving audiences access to sounds 
inside the tank, which then became part of 
Holoscenes’ otherworldly soundscape. The 
dramatic performance installation drew me-
dia interest from across the nation, including  
The New York Times.

To deepen the project’s impact, MDC Live 
Arts organized public discussions to stim-
ulate collaborative thinking around climate 
change. Real-world perspective was added 
when MDC’s Earth Ethics Institute placed 
blue tape on buildings around Holoscenes 
showing the 6-foot sea-level rise anticipated 
in Miami this century.

Holoscenes launched the new Live Arts In 
Focus series, which offers programs tackling 
today’s pressing topics. Next in line is Camille 
A. Brown’s Black Girl: Linguistic Play, which 
explores black female identity through dance 
and rhythmic play, on Feb. 20.

– BK

‘Holoscenes’ Launches Live Arts In Focus Series

A Moment for 
Reflection

Honoring those who serve, MDC art students creat-
ed an exhibition to inaugurate InterAmerican Campus’ 
events for Veterans Commemoration Month in the fall.

“We wanted people to take a moment to recognize 
those who serve and remember those who gave their 
lives in service,” said Professor Diego Tibaquirá, who 
himself served in the Marines and now teaches in 
MDC’s School of Engineering and Technology.

The opening ceremony at InterAmerican Campus in-
cluded a color guard from Coral Gables High School, 
along with 25 of their cadets. Attendees were encour-

aged to try military fitness games to test their strength 
and agility. Throughout the month, talks, documentary 
films and other events focused on veterans’ issues.

Students worked with Professor Baruj Salinas to de-
velop the art pieces, which they then donated to MDC 
at the close of the exhibition. The work demonstrated 
a variety of techniques and genres, including figura-
tive depictions of soldiers, patriotic imagery, a map-like 
graphic work and a collage depicting a saluting soldier 
created using a military uniform.

“All of the work is contemporary in style,” said Salinas. 
“The exhibition was very well received.”

Tibaquirá noted that the collaborative effort brought a 
new dimension to the month-long activities that occur 
each year at MDC’s campuses.

“This is the first time that we included an art exhibi-
tion as part of the program,” Tibaquirá said. “The stu-
dents did a magnificent job in capturing the spirit of the 
event and spurring reflection on what it means to serve 
your country.”

Art Students’ Exhibition Salutes 
Our Nation’s Veterans

At Wolfson Campus, artist Lars Jan, below, presented 
Holoscenes, in which performers worked to complete 
daily tasks as the waters rose, from buying fruit and 
dancing the tango to reading the newspaper and 
dressing in the morning.

Students in Professor Baruj Salinas’ art class at InterAmerican 
Campus honored veterans with their art work, above. People 
viewing the exhibition, center photo above, wrote the names of 
their veteran heroes on a poster in the entryway to the exhibition. 

Fruit, tango and dressing photos by Marlene Herrera
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CULTURAL spotlight SAILING 
DOWN THE 
WORLD’S
LONGEST
RIVER

MDC student Gaby Rosario experienced a 
magical evening at InterAmerican Campus ear-
lier this spring when she learned about The Nile 
Project, heard excerpts of the group’s music and 
then sat down to dinner with the performers to 
discuss their work.

A graduate of New World School of the Arts 
(NWSA) at MDC, the classical dancer and future 
advertising major knew about the growing stress 
placed on local water resources, but she didn’t 
have a full handle on issues along the Nile. 

“For the past couple of years, I’ve helped 
NWSA Professor Dale Andree organize the 
National Water Dance to bring attention to the 
need to conserve our nation’s waterways, but 
this is the first time I’ve met with people from 
abroad to discuss the problem in more global 
terms,” Rosario said. 

The special dinner helped Rosario and the 
more than 80 students, faculty and administra-
tors who attended to more clearly understand 
the depth of the disputes about water rights 
among the 11 countries bordering the 4,132 
miles of the world’s longest navigable river. 

Multiple Perspectives
Leading the thought-provoking discussion 

were members of The Nile Project, a group of 
musicians representing each nation that touches 
the waters of the majestic river, from its source 
in Tanzania to the sprawling delta in Egypt. The 
musicians create an eclectic mélange of sounds 
fusing instruments, timbres, rhythms and lyrics 
of the vastly diverse region into songs that can 
be lush, haunting and even ecstatic. The group’s 
goal is to transform the discord stemming from 
the Nile basin’s disagreements into dialogue.

While even the most credulous utopian would 
not expect an artistic collaboration to fix a prob-
lem involving nearly a dozen nations, hundreds 
of millions of inhabitants, a limited vital resource 
and frictions going back centuries if not millen-
nia, it is nonetheless a promising prototype for 
approaching complex disputes that cross bor-
ders and cultures. If present trends hold, there 

likely will be more of these types of conflicts in 
the future. The realistic hope is that the micro-
cosm of collaboration The Nile Project has cre-
ated could become a template for 21st century 
conflict resolution.

“The dinner and dialogue tonight are about 
creating bigger opportunities to act and sur-
mount barriers when trying to fix global prob-

lems,” said Colleen Ahern-Hettich, director of the  
Earth Ethics Institute, which organized the dinner 
in collaboration with MDC Live Arts. “By talking 
to each other as individuals, we are able to cut 
through divisions. After all, if we can’t find ways 
to work together on problems that affect every-
one across the globe, well, the planet will be 
fine, but we are in for a rough time as a species.”

Setting the Table for Interaction
The Nile Project encounter became in itself a 

microcosm of MDC collaboration. At a multicam-

pus institution as large as MDC, the dinner and 
discussion offered an opportunity for conversa-
tion across localities and disciplines. Students, 
faculty and staff from 18 different departments 
gathered to enjoy the music and exchange ideas 
in a festive, stimulating environment.

The event that night was followed by a Nile 
Project concert later in the week organized by 
MDC Live Arts, which fosters cultural and intel-
lectual exchange by presenting performances 
and educational activities that strengthen rela-
tionships between artists, students and the com-
munity at large. In addition to the concert, some 
Nile Project musicians gave workshops at MDC. 

“They were here for a five-day residency,” said 
Kathryn García, executive director of MDC Live 
Arts. “They visited classes at several different 
campuses to introduce their music, and it gave 
students a chance to learn more about what 
they are doing and why.”

An Offbeat Way to Talk About Tough Topics
Pleased with the results of the collaboration, 

Ahern-Hettich said, “Programs like this provide a 
space for a different kind of dialogue, and it is 
this type of discussion we will need to have to 
solve the big issues.” 

García agreed. “Bringing people together 
through art, dinner and conversation makes it 
personal. Once you meet someone, you have a 
different relationship. You can no longer look at 
them as some distant, impersonal ‘other.’”

For her part, Rosario was grateful to have par-
ticipated, since she had the chance to speak 
with people she never otherwise would have 
met, including a musician who plays the oud, a 
Sudanese singer now based in Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
civic engineering student and professors from  
the English and social sciences departments at 
campuses other than her own.

“I haven’t met that many people from such di-
verse backgrounds all semester long,” she said. 
“And then tonight, there we all were sitting at the 
same table eating dinner together and talking 
about so many different things. It was great.”

Collaboration Transports Students and Faculty Along Nile for New View on Life 

At left, orchestrating the partnership effort with MDC 
Live Arts was Colleen Ahern-Hettich, director of the Earth 
Ethics Institute (EEI) at Miami Dade College. 

Students and faculty interacted with The Nile Project 
artists at the special event at InterAmerican Campus.

At right, Egyptian ethnomusicologist and Nile Project 
CEO Mina Girgis spoke about how the performers 
explore new ways to create and enjoy music. 

The Nile Project is transforming 
conflict in the region by 

educating and empowering 
an international network of 

college and university 
students. Honors College Students Hold Past, Present and Future  

of South Florida in Their Hands



Changemaker Corps Is Ready to Flip the Charts  

MDC Program Works to Reverse Grim Stats for Students 
Aging Out of Foster Care  

The odds are against youth who have aged out of foster care once they turn 18. 
Statistics show that less than 50 percent of these youth will graduate from high 
school. A shocking 40 percent will be homeless within 18 months of leaving the 
system and 25 percent will be incarcerated within two years of leaving the 
system. Currently, less than 3 percent eventually graduate from college. 

To flip these grim statistics around, MDC‟s, in partnership with Educate 
Tomorrow, launched its Changemaker Corps Peer Mentoring program this fall, 
and so far the outlook is promising. In recognition of the excellence of this 
initiative, the Franklin Project at the Aspen Institute, the National Conference 
on Citizenship and the Corporation for National and Community Service 
named Miami Dade College a winner of the Service Year + Higher Education 
Innovation Challenge, along with Drake University and the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth. 

Boldly Facing a Brave New World 

Mentee Gives Children Voice She Didn‟t Have 

A striking example of the Changemaker Corps‟ early success is MDC Wolfson 
Campus student Bria Davis, 20, who is being mentored by Kendrika King.  

Davis was in foster care from age 11 to 18, when she aged out of the system.  

“Then it was out to the real world,” said Davis, who is studying sociology and set 
to graduate from MDC in the fall of 2016, She wants to eventually attend Howard 
University and become a human rights lawyer. 

“My dream is to own my own law firm and have a nonprofit organization helping 
disadvantaged youth of all kinds who are having a hard time with their lives,” she 
said. “Basically, I want to help others.” 

Davis seems well on her way.  

She is working as a support specialist for Voices for Children, a national nonprofit 
that advocates for the well-being of kids and addresses issues such as juvenile 
justice and early childhood education. 

Davis said King assisted with her financial-aid applications and has also helped 
keep her motivated about school. 

“She does a lot,” Davis said of King‟s mentoring. “She‟s the person I call when I 
feel like I want to give up, and we‟ll talk for two hours.” 



True Grit 

Mentor‟s Own Life an Example to Others in Overcoming 
Daunting Obstacles 

Everyone going through a tough transition needs a great coach who knows from 
personal experience how to make it through life. Changemaker Mentor Kendrika 
King is the perfect example of perseverance for Bria Davis.  

King already has tackled great obstacles. Abandoned by her father at birth and 
later neglected by her mother, she found herself homeless at age 16. But she 
remained upbeat through all the challenges. Now 21, she is focusing her studies 
on social work and is set to graduate from MDC in May. She then plans to move 
to Washington D.C., establish residency for a year and then begin attending 
Howard University. 

Her ultimate goal is to graduate from law school. 

She has a ways to go, but she‟s already come quite a distance from her troubling 
upbringing. King said her mother chose her boyfriend over her, kicking the 
teenager out of the house. 

“I didn‟t feel worthy of school,” King said of her past. “My mom used to verbally 
abuse me and say I wouldn‟t amount to anything. I thought: „If my own mother 
didn‟t want me, how can anyone else accept me?‟ I got kicked out of high school 
because I wasn‟t motivated.” 

King said one of MDC‟s community partners, Educate Tomorrow, helped her get 
her GED so she could attend college. 

Although she‟s still homeless, staying periodically with friends, family members 
and even strangers, Educate Tomorrow has helped King get part-time jobs so 
she can continue her studies at MDC. 

Now a member of MDC‟s Changemaker Corps, King is inspiring not only Davis 
but nearly a dozen other mentees she has taken under her wings, all of them 
with similar hard backgrounds to overcome. 

“As a homeless youth with no family support, I never thought I‟d be in college,” 
King said. “The challenges I have faced have inspired me to give back to my 
peers. Now my dream after college is to start my own nonprofit organization so I 
can continue to help others.”  

A Strikingly Different Future 

Mentors Help Inner City Youth Break Systemic Cycle of 
Violence  



Growing up in Miami‟s inner city, Junior Joseph never even considered going to 
college. 

“I thought I would get caught up in the murder-murder, bang-bang lifestyle,” the 
22-year-old said. 

He avoided that dead-end street thanks to a couple of monumental events in his 
life. 

The first was an introduction to some of the people at Miami Dade College who 
have come to help him, including Taniesha Wright, an MDC Single Stop grant 
outreach coordinator at North Campus who got him involved in the Changemaker 
Peer Mentors program. 

“MDC helped me a lot,” said Joseph, who plans to graduate by 2017. “There are 
people here who look like me that I can relate to – it makes me want to come to 
college. It‟s given me a better outlook on life. There are no excuses now.” 

One of those people who helped Joseph was Shanta Lewis, who is his 
Changemaker mentor. 

“She was dedicated to helping me get back in my class,” Joseph said. “She told 
me, „Don‟t drop the class. Stay in it, fight through it.‟” 

Joseph, who is studying both nursing and funeral services, said the other life-
changing event happened in November of 2015 when his daughter Kai was born. 

This was highly emotional for Joseph, who never got to know his own father 
before he was gunned down selling drugs in Haiti. Joseph‟s mother, Bertha, a 
native of the Bahamas, died of lung cancer when he was 14. 

After that, Joseph – the youngest of four children – was in foster care. 

“Before my daughter was born, I didn‟t care about life,” said Joseph, who is also 
interested in a career in music. “But now I‟ve calmed down. I want to make 
something positive.” 

Ready to Put Her Imprint on the World 

Mentor Refuses to Let Her Charges Ever Lose Hope 

If there was a mentor destined to be a guiding light for Junior Joseph who needs 
strong role models to inspire him, the mentor is Shanta Lewis. 

“I joined the Changemaker Corps because I believe that the efforts of leaders 
such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X and others are needed just as 
much now as they were then,” Lewis said. 

A student herself at North Campus, Lewis has a vision for her life – establishing 
an agency to help people with disabilities while working to improve race relations. 



She has already begun changing the world through her role as a Changemaker 
mentor. 

“Reach one, teach one,” she said. “I like the fact that the Changemaker program 
prepares young adults to be savvy about our democracy. It teaches us to be 
civically engaged in community events but to think globally as well. The 
opportunities are limitless.” 

Lewis, a Miami native, was adopted into a caring family when she was just a few 
weeks old. But despite her solid upbringing, she always felt that she was 
“different” from others who grew up with their biological parents. 

“If I could say one thing to those with similar backgrounds or anyone wondering 
how they‟re going to make a difference it‟s that the worst thing you can do is give 
up,” Lewis said. “Do not lose hope. Do not stop.” 

Lewis hasn‟t stopped. She has already earned an associate‟s degree from MDC 
with a pathway to a degree in health administration. Enriched by the experience, 
she has remained at MDC as she works toward a Bachelor of Science in 
Supervision and Management. 

But, even as she focuses personally on completing her education, she also has 
trained her keen eyes outward on society, and some of what‟s going on – 
particularly the spate of police shootings of unarmed young black men – has 
been extremely troubling to her.    

“Being a member of the Changemaker Corps was a calling sent by God because 
I‟m tired of the way things are in the world,” Lewis said. “This Changemaker 
program is a network we‟ve needed for a long time. It‟s a place where we can 
begin to put our imprint on the world, and it‟s an honor for me to be a part of this.” 

– WV 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 




