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A: Reading Assignment:  

1. Read the article “Litter: More Harmful than You Realize” by Jonathan Wixen that appeared 

The Baltimore Sun on November 16, 2010.  

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-11-16/news/bs-ed-litter-20101116_1_litter-food-

wrappers-highway-program  

B: Discussion: Observation and Primary Research: 

Walk around Bldg. R, including the nearby student parking lots. Observe the condition of the 

planting beds around the building. (This is the location I use with my students. I am hoping to 

culminate this project in Spring 2016 with new signage in the planting beds around Bldg. R that  

would identify the native species planted there.) 

1. Are people littering around the building? Where does the worse littering occur? Why do you 

think it is happening? What could be done to mitigate the problem? 

2. Note the condition of the plants in the gardens. What kinds of plants are being used? What 

do they look like, and what is there condition? What, if anything, do you know about the 

types of plants in the beds? (Students may very well identify the plants as weeds, not 

knowing that they are native plants. In fact, littering could be occurring because students 

are not aware that the plants are natives and think that MDC is just not keeping up the beds. 

I have had classes that have discussed this “problem” during out class discussions.) 

3. Take photographs of litter and individual plants (you will need the plant photos later in this 

project) to illustrate your ideas and share them with the class. 

4. Participate in a discussion. (This could be conducted as a whole-class, group, or online 

discussion.) 

C-Option 1: Learning More: Secondary Research (Bldg. R, Native Plants): 

Using online research and the photos you took earlier in this project, identify as many of the 

plants in the beds as possible. Use resources like: 

1. FloridaYards.org: http://floridayards.org/index.php 

2. Florida Native Plant Society: http://www.fnps.org/plants 

3. The South Florida Plant Guide: http://www.south-florida-plant-guide.com/ 

4. Books about South Florida native plants and xeriscaping available in the MDC Kendall 

Library: 

http://discover.linccweb.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=FLCC1600&pds_h

andle=1492015223026225485141499428774075# 

5. Other sources you may identify 

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-11-16/news/bs-ed-litter-20101116_1_litter-food-wrappers-highway-program
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-11-16/news/bs-ed-litter-20101116_1_litter-food-wrappers-highway-program
http://floridayards.org/index.php
http://www.fnps.org/plants
http://www.south-florida-plant-guide.com/
http://discover.linccweb.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=FLCC1600&pds_handle=1492015223026225485141499428774075
http://discover.linccweb.org/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=FLCC1600&pds_handle=1492015223026225485141499428774075
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C-Option 2 : Local Observation: Organize an outdoor class with a naturalist attached to the EEI to meet 

with students and explain the nature of the plants in the beds. For this option, the idea of native plants 

and xeriscaping should be brought into the discussion in Part B before meeting with the naturalist.  

D: Activism: Have the students organize and carry out a litter clean-up of the area.  

E: Final Report: 

Write an essay about your project experience. Identify its most important aspects of what you did or 

observed during the project. How does that experience inspire you to change or improve your own 

behavior in some way? Why?  

 


