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 PHI 2604 – Critical Thinking/Ethics 
 Professor Albert W. Lenel 
 Miami Dade College/InterAmerican Campus 

 
 SENCER and Sustainability Best Practices – Lesson Plan 
Topic:  

 
 The civic issue addressed concerns the prevalence of litter found in the public parks in the Miami 

area.  While the larger issue involves the incredible amount of waste material that our culture 
generates, this lesson plan focusses on the part of that waste material that is disposed of 
improperly – what is commonly referred to as litter.  Although the larger issue of the huge volume 
of waste that our culture generates needs attention, many people are not aware of that issue.  By 
cleaning up some of that waste (litter), students will be made aware of that larger issue. 

Step One:  
 Choose a park that is convenient for you to visit for at least two hours. 
Step Two:  
 Go to the park of your choice.  It can be a national park, a state park, or just a small community 

park.  Spend a couple hours enjoying the park’s atmosphere.  Before leaving, spend at least 20 
minutes picking up any litter that you find on the ground, and deposit it in a proper trash 
receptacle.  (You might want to bring work gloves.)  While cleaning up the park, note any reactions 
that you get for your efforts by other park visitors.  Does anyone ask what you are doing?  Does 
anyone offer to help?  Does anyone disparage your efforts?   

Step Three:  

 Reflect on your experience at the park and write a paper sharing your reflections on the 
experience.  In your reflection paper, include the name and location of the park.  Also, describe the 
park.  Are there recreational facilities?  Are there areas for sports events?  Does it have a 
playground?  Are there areas that are left in a more natural state?  Are there many people visiting 
the park?  You may also include a history of the park.  As you reflect on your experience at the park, 
think about the following questions.  Do you think parks are worthwhile, or could that real estate 
be put to better use?  What does the park mean to you?  Finally, describe the reactions you 
observed from others to your cleanup efforts (if any).  Are people supportive, curious, critical, or 
indifferent? 

Step Four: 
 
 

Turn in your reflection paper by the due date given on the course syllabus (approximately three 
weeks before the Final Exam. 

Step Five: Use the link provided on the Global Sustainability page in Blackboard to access the SENCER SALG 
and complete the SALG survey before the end of the term. 

  
Step Six:  
  
MDC Learning 
Outcomes: 

1.  Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  
 
6.  Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities.  
 
10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
environment.  
 

  


