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Shifting Attitudes on Common Human Behavior and Impact on the Environment   
 

 Recently, Hyundai premiered a commercial that shows several examples of behavior that was 

once considered normal that today is seen to be odd or even dangerous.  The commercial mentioned 

people smoking cigarettes on airplanes, using baby oil to sunbathe, and dumping a bag of litter out of a 

moving car onto the road.  Those behaviors may have seemed normal and natural in the 1960’s, but 

today they are regarded as absurd.  Notice the last example indicates the enormous change in people’s 

attitudes towards the environment and our relationship with it. 

 I am old enough to remember other examples of behavior that was once regarded as normal, 

but today is completely unacceptable.   For example, I can remember taking the trash outside each week 

and burning it in an open barrel!  The fact that all of that smoke was polluting the atmosphere was not 

even a consideration.  Burning the trash was simply a weekly chore. 

 Your assignment for this lesson is to do a bit of research into the recent past (perhaps 50 years 

ago) and find other examples of behavior that were considered normal that today we would recognize 

as unsustainable and very problematic.  Find examples that illustrate the changes that have occurred 

regarding our relationship with the environment. 

 After describing several examples of behavior once regarded as acceptable that now are 

recognize as unacceptable and unsustainable, think about behaviors that we engage in today that may, 

50 years from now, also be seen as unacceptable and unsustainable.  For example, many here at school 

drive to school every day, burning fossil fuel to move thousands of pounds of metal just to transport a 

single individual a few miles.  The American dream for many is to own a large private house with a big 

lawn, kept beautiful by constant watering and applying fertilizer and herbicide. 

 Finally, write a (minimum length 2 page) paper identify past common behaviors that are no 

longer considered acceptable and contemporary common behaviors that may not be considered 

acceptable in the future.  Explain what it is about the contemporary acceptable behaviors that you 

believe will lead to them being unacceptable in the future.  Explain how the change in perspective 

connects to some of the principles outlined in the Earth Charter.  (There is a link to the Earth Charter on 

the Global Sustainability page of the course in Blackboard.) 

 

 



This lesson plan involves the following Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
 

5.    Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical  
        perspectives. 
 
6.    Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social  
        responsibilities. 
 
7.    Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
 
10.  Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
        environment. 
 

 

 
  


