
Prof. Albert W. Lenel 
Miami Dade College, InterAmerican Campus 
PHI 2604 – Critical Thinking/Ethics 
 
 Virginia Key is an important location in South Florida for its natural beauty, its imperiled ecology, 
and its cultural history.  Despite its natural beauty, the county has used the key as a site for the Virginia 
Key Miami-Dade County Wastewater Treatment Plant and more recently as a convenient place to dump 
much of the debris from the entire county left after Hurricane Irma.  Virginia Key also has great historical 
importance as the site of the only segregated beach in the county prior to the modern civil rights 
movement. 
 
 
Step One: Research the history of Virginia Key as well as its contemporary use. Just to get started, 

check out the following web sites about Virginia Key (then find more information doing 
your own research): 
 

 https://thenewtropic.com/virginia-key-beach/ 
 

 https://blackamericaweb.com/2013/02/20/little-known-black-history-fact-virginia-key-
beach-paradise-lost/ 
 

 http://virginiakeybeachpark.net/our-history/ 
 

Step Two: Take a trip to Virginia Key to see how it is being used currently. 
  
Step Three: Answer the following questions: 

1. How did it come about that Virginia Key became home to the only beach in Miami-
Dade County for “coloreds only?” 

2. At the time of its founding, providing a swimming area for blacks was considered 
part of the official policy of “separate but equal.”  Were the amenities equal? 

3. At its founding, there was no road leading to Virginia Key.  Was that similar to other 
beaches? 

4. Is the policy of “separate but equal” just?  Explain with historical examples. 
  
Step Four:        Write a report on Virginia Key.  Begin with a description of the key today, including 

the use that is being made of the key at the present time.  Is that the best way to make 
use of that real estate?  Why or why not?  Include a description of efforts being made to 
restore the key to its natural state.  What role have volunteers played in those 
restoration efforts?  How is the key (and other barrier islands) important in protecting 
the mainland during extreme weather events?   
       Discuss the historical and cultural significance of Virginia Key as the only segregated 
beach through the era of segregation.  Is the grassroots effort to establish a museum a 
worthwhile effort?  Why or why not?  Complete your report by answering the four 
questions above. 

Step Five: Submit your report of at least five pages in length, due at least two weeks before the 
final exam. 

  

Learning Outcomes Met by this Lesson Plan 
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GE Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
GE Outcome #3: Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 
GE Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives.  
GE Outcome #6: Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 
GE Outcome #7: Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
GE Outcome #9: Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative activities. 
GE Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

environment. 

 
 
 

 


