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Environment, Climate and County Resiliency  

 

Step One: Download and read the following two pdf files: 
 http://www.miamidade.gov/green/library/climate-resilience.pdf 
 http://centerforactivedesign.org/dl/guidelines.pdf  
  
Step Two: Compare the suggestions made for Miami-Dade County government officials and residents 

to adapt to a changing climate and to promote climate resilience to the steps that have 
been made (and are being made) by New York City government officials and residents.  
Which city has made more progress toward climate resilience?  Justify your response with 
evidence from the two pdf files.  What ideas are held in common by the two regions?  
What differences are apparent? (two pages minimum) 

  
Step Three: What steps taken in New York City would be appropriate for Miami-Dade County?  Be 

specific.  (one page minimum) 
  
Step Four: After reading the information about building design (Chapter Three, beginning on page 72) 

in the Active Design Guidelines, examine the buildings on the InterAmerican Campus.  
Have any of the ideas put forward in the pamphlet been implemented at IAC?  What 
changes could be made to incorporate the ideas from the pamphlet at IAC? (two pages 
minimum) 

  
Step Five After reading the information about creating an active city (Chapter Two, beginning on 

page 28) in the Active Design Guidelines, evaluate the design of Miami-Dade County in 
terms of promoting physical activity.  Defend your evaluation with specific observations 
you have made of the county.  What changes could be made in Miami Dade County to 
better promote physical activity?  (two pages minimum) 

  
Step Six: Read about The High Line Park in Manhattan (page 40 in the Active Design Guidelines).  

How might the M-Path (the pedestrian and bicycle pathway under the Metrorail) be 
improved to create something similar to the High Line Park in Manhattan.  (one page 
minimum) 

  
Step Seven: Using online maps, plan a bicycle path that would connect the nine campuses/centers of 

Miami Dade College.  What are some of the major obstacles that need to be overcome?  
How could bicycle use be promoted among Miami Dade College students and faculty?  
How could bicycle use be promoted among Miami-Dade County residents in general?  
Why do you think people in Miami-Dade County are resistant to giving up car travel, even 
for short trips?  How does the design of Miami Dade County encourage bicycle use?  How 
does the design of Miami-Dade County discourage bicycle use? (two pages minimum) 

  
Step Eight: Summarize your findings regarding the efforts that have been made in Miami Dade County 

to adapt to a changing climate and to promote climate resilience.  Why is the issue of 
particular importance for Miami Dade County?  (one page minimum) 
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Step Nine: Submit your findings in a typed, 12 page paper (minimum length) using  11 or 12 point 

type with normal margins at least one week before the Final Exam. 
 

Miami Dade College Learning Outcomes Addressed: 

#3 – Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

#6 – Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 

#7 – Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

#10 – Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment. 


