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Albert W. Lenel 
PHI 2604 – Critical Thinking/Ethics 
InterAmerican Campus/Miami Dade College 
 

Shaping a Water Ethic   

Step One – Preparation:  

Listen to the podcast of Cris Costello, Sierra Club Regional Representative Coordinator of the Slime Crimes 
Campaign. 

http://www.voiceamerica.com/episode/67318/moirs-environmental-dialogues 

Research her work, and the work of the Sierra Club, in attempting to protect the waterways of Florida.  Here are a few 

links to help you get started: 

http://www.earthethicsinstitute.org/ShapingAWaterEthicFall2013.asp 

http://www.earthethicsinstitute.org/Resources/water_report_final_lr_sp8CynthiaBarnett.8.pdf 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=82266&src=eoa-iotd 

http://sarasotabaytoday.com/2012/02/interview-with-cris-costello-sierra-club/ 

http://florida.sierraclub.org/water_quality.asp 

http://www.treehugger.com/clean-water/fighting-slime-crimes-florida.html 

http://florida.sierraclub.org/docs/Fact_Sheet_EPA_Decision_2012.pdf 

http://www.oceanriver.org/cris-costello.php 

http://www.sierraclub.org/watersentinels/ 

http://www.sierraclub.org/coal/reportcard/downloads/florida-2012.pdf 

 

Cris Costello argues that today, the cost of cleaning up the waterways is born by the residents of Florida, not 

by the very companies and individuals who create the pollution in the first place.  Is this fair?  One of the 

largest contributors to Florida’s economy is tourism.  Yet, tourist will not flock to waterways that are clogged 

with slime (algae).  Who should be responsible for protecting our waterways from the discharge of wastes that 

will lead to these algae blooms? Isn’t it the responsibility of those we elect to office to protect our interests? 

1. Step Two – Grading Our Representatives: 

 

Check out the report card on our own Florida Representatives regarding their track record on voting on 

legislation concerning protection our waterways. Note that fully TWENTY of them received the lowest 

possible grade: F. 
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2. Step Three – A Writing Assignment: 

Using the critical thinking skills acquired in class, as well as the ethical theories covered during the term; 

write a letter that could be sent to one of those failing representatives offering sound arguments showing 

why he or she needs to rethink his or her position.  Remember, the representative is supposed to represent 

his or her constituents.  You, as a constituent, need to let the politicians know your views. 

3. Step Four – Sharing Ideas: 

 

Post your letter in the discussion forum in the Angel Learning Management Suite for other students to view.  

Each student must comment on at least two others students’ letters, offering advice and constructive 

criticism. 

 

4. Step Five – Reaching Consensus: 

 

As a class, we will select the best arguments offered.  Together, we will compose a letter including all of 

the best arguments.  Students are encouraged to sign the letter the class composed collectively, or if 

preferred, to send the letter that he or she wrote on his or her own. 

 

Miami Dade College Learning Outcomes Addressed: 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  

2. Use quantitative analytical skills to evaluate and process numerical data.  

3. Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning.  

4. Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information.  

6. Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities.  

7. Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society.  

10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment.  


