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I. Subject:   HUM1020 - Humanities 

Topic:  Roman Civilization – Natural Resources and Sustainability  

Grade:   College Level 

Time:   Two 50-minute lessons 

Instructor: Jacquelyn Loftus - Miami Dade College 

 

II. Goal: In this unit, students will become familiar with the basic culture of ancient Rome, as a 

Republic and as an Empire, and how it sustained itself with supplies. Students will become 

acquainted with ancient environmental policies and consequences of imperial development.  

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. Learn vocabulary related to Roman development of globalization, trade, and 

environmental issues. 

2. Develop a basic understanding of the concept of globalization in an ancient 

empire. 

3. Understand the connection between imperial development / deterioration and 

environmental degradation 

4. Recognize the impact of supplies of fresh water and food for ancient capital 

metropolises. 

5. Practice oral communication skills to critically examine ancient issues that still 

affect our societies today. 

 

IV. Content Outline:  
 

1. What is an aqueduct?  What are granaries?  

2. How has governmental control of food and water improved the lives of ancient 

Romans?  Governmental programs (mining, etc.)? 

3. What was the true cost the water (environmental and social impact)? 

4. How did the everyday citizen gain access to resources? 

 

 

V. Instructional Strategies 

 

Lecture (2 - 50 minute sessions total):  

 

1. The students take notes to supplement Powerpoint presentation that all students have 

access to download and bring to class. 

2. Multiple examples of pictures, diagrams, and blueprints of ancient aqueducts and 

storerooms for food and perishable goods. 

3. Discuss the diets of the everyday Romans, the patricians, and allies. 



4. Instructor shows students a map of Roman Empire (at its height) and engages them in 

a discussion on what they already know about Rome and its government. 

5. Compare that to what the students know about the American government and its 

similarities to Roman government. 

6. Discuss some of the issues that would keep the system of food / water from reaching 

Rome.  (Droughts, famine, floods, etc.)  

7. Discuss the Earth Charter with the students and discuss how Rome would have done 

according to the Charter versus how America acts with and against the Charter today.  

 

 

Homework (After Lecture 2): 

 

1. Students will compare the Roman system of regulating water and earth resources with 

modern ideas of resources available to Americans. 

2. Compare the supply system of Rome and the modern world (outside of America too) 

for food. 

3. Using the Earth Charter as a guideline, students will outline ideas of how the Roman 

system could have been improved and focused more on sustainability than it was in 

its day.   

4. Students will turn in their outline during the next course section (Roman Religion.)   

 

Closure: Students will share their ideas for improvement based on their research and 

connection to the Earth Charter in class.   

 

 

VI. Assessment: Student Outline of Earth Charter principles as related to Rome; Discussion and 

participation grades for students during exchange of ideas.   

     

VII. Materials:  

 

1. Lecture PowerPoint – available on ANGEL for student download 

 

2. Roman Empire Map Handout – Resource from Text Book 

 

3. Map of Aqueducts into Rome 

http://www.antiquemaps-

fair.com/showimg.php?Img=images/large/i_135/e2288.jpg&Title=Antique%20Map%20of%20water

%20supplies,aquaducts%20of%20Ancient%20Rome,Italy,%20a  

 

4.  Earth Charter Handout 

http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Read-the-Charter.html  
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VIII. Miami Dade College General Education Outcomes: 

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills 

Outcome #5: Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives 

 

 

 

 

      HUM1020 Course Competencies: 

 1. Analyze primary works in the arts and humanities in terms of how they contribute to the meaning 

  of human experience.  

 4. Select and use the vocabulary of the humanities at an appropriate intellectual level. 

 5. Identify works in the arts and humanities within a historical framework. 

 6. Describe a personal response to works of the arts and humanities from within an intercultural  

  context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


