
Lesson Plan: Language Diversity and Biodiversity  
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MDC Learning outcomes: 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
2. Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives.  
4. Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities.  
5. Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society.  
6. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

environment.  

Introduction:  Planet Earth is currently experiencing its sixth great extinction event with species going 

extinct 1,000 times faster than the expected background extinction rate.  Concurrent to this, we are also 

experiencing a profound loss of human language and indigenous cultures.  There are those who 

hypothesize that there is a correlation between the loss of biodiversity and the loss of language/cultural 

diversity.  The overall goal of this lesson plan is to get students to examine and reflect on the overall loss 

of diversity and what this might mean to humanity and life on Earth.    

Part One: The Diversity Game  

Create an obstacle course out of the classroom—rearrange desks and chairs so as to form maze.  Placed 

in various locations throughout this maze will be objects that represent endangered species (stuffed 

animals might provide a nice visual).  Next, form two teams; one team will represent indigenous cultures 

and the other industrialized cultures.  The goal of the game is for each team to guide its participants 

blindfolded through the maze using only a limited set of instructions which will act as a “language”.  As 

the participants work their way through the maze another goal will be to collect as many of the 

“endangered species” as they can.   

The “language” of the indigenous team will consist of a small set of metaphors that each team member 

will be familiarized with before starting.  For example, one metaphor may be “walk around the block” to 

instruct the participant working their way through the maze to walk around a desk.  The indigenous 

team will purposefully be given a larger set of instructions to work with than the industrialized team, 

and with each species collected another metaphor may be added to this teams’ set of instructions.   

The industrialized team will have a smaller set instructions, but these instructions will be literal—not 

metaphor.  Also, the industrialized team will have the option of being able to make a bee-line straight to 

the end of the maze, but at the cost of any “species” that particular player may have collected.   

One player from each team is blindfolded and tries to make their way through the maze with the help of 

their teammates using only their team’s “language”.  Each team is to pick up as many “species” as they 



can along the way, and play stops when the first of the two teams has all of its players make it to the 

end of the maze.   

Part Two: Discussion  

Assemble the class in a group for discussion—a circle might work best.  Ask some questions to get 

thoughts flowing, such as: 

 What was the goal of the game?  Was the goal to make it to the end of the maze, or was the 

goal to collect as many “species” as possible?  Who actually won the game?   

 What was more effective, the metaphor “language” or literal instructions?  

 Did the option of being able to go straight to the end of the maze give the industrialized team a 

real advantage?  What would this represent in the real world?   

 What does the end of the maze represent?  Is this the ultimate goal of the game?  Why did the 

industrialized team have to give up its species to make a bee-line to the end?   

 What do the “species” represent?  Is collecting as many “species” as possible the ultimate goal 

of the game?   

 Why did the two teams have different instructions to work with, and which was more effective?   

Part Three: Reflection  

Assign the students an essay.  In this essay have them answer the following: 

 How might different cultures view the environment in different ways?  If a culture is lost, what 

happens to that particular view of nature?   

 How does the way that people look at the environment affect the environment? 

 Is there a right or wrong way to interact with nature?  Are there certain human cultures that 

embody the “right” way to deal with nature and others that embody the “wrong” way?   

 What role are humans meant to play in nature?  Do we live up to this role?   

 How is the loss of biodiversity tied to the loss of language and cultural diversity? 

 What can be done to stop the loss of diversity in all its forms? 

 

 

 

 


