
Professor David McGuirk 

MDC, InterAmerican Campus 

EAP 

Lesson Description:  

South Floridians are fortunate to be surrounded by natural, and seemingly abundant, supplies of 

water. This area of the world has one of the highest average yearly rainfalls. Surrounded by the 

ocean and the Everglades many South Floridians are not aware of the dwindling water supply 

due to overuse of water and the unreliability of quick fixes to water shortages. However, this 

natural resource may not be available for future generations unless the community considers a 

true South Florida Water Ethic. This lesson is designed to provide students with the basic 

understanding of conservation of water and new alternative solutions. Students will also come up 

with suggestions for A Water Ethic for South Florida.  

Anticipatory Set: 

1. Play the following audio clip from an NPR discussion on “Florida Faces Vanishing Water 

Supply” at http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11097869  

2. Facilitate a class discussion on identifying the problem of dwindling water supplies in South 

Florida 

3. Then assign groups of four students each for small group discussion on students’ observations 

of water waste or overuse in their homes or neighborhoods.  

Instruction : 

1.  Students will read an excerpt of 'Mirage' by Cynthia Barnett at 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11097869  

Checking for understanding : 

Define the following terms: 

1. Aquifer 

2. Sinkhole 

3. Drought  

4. Salt water intrusion  

 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11097869
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11097869


 

Guided Practice:  

Ask the class if they can identify the reason(s) for South Florida’s water crisis and why this part 

of the United States has fewer options for mitigation than other parts like the West.  

Activity:   

Students will conduct an internet search for the following information about South 

Florida and create charts to illustrate change patterns: 

1. Average annual rainfall for the past 20 years 

2. Average annual use of water per household 

3. Incidence of droughts for the past 20 years  

Assessment: 

In groups, students will compose a collaborative essay in which they identify the 

water ethic problem and suggest solutions.   

 


