
Seeing Systems Lesson Plan (SPC1017)     B. Renae Midence 
 
MDC Learning Outcomes: 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 
2. Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate and process numerical data. 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 
4. Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic and social responsibilities. 
5. Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 
6. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 

environment. 
 

(Although all of the above objectives are addressed in this assignment, the first, fifth and sixth 
demonstrate the strongest connection.) 
 
In addition, the assignment specifically addresses the following Course Competencies. 

1. Recognize and apply communication theories. 
2. Demonstrate the ability to organize meaningful ideas for communication situations. 
3. Demonstrate effect listening skills. 
4. Adapt language to various communication situations. 
5. Create and present sound arguments. 

 
 
Traditionally, my SPC1017 classes are assigned a Group Decision Making Project, an Informative 
Speech, and a Persuasive Speech.  These assignments are assigned sequentially during the 
semester but are not related in any way.  This assignment is designed to include all three of the 
previously unlinked assignments in a manner that will encourage the understanding and 
application of the basic tenets of Seeing Systems (Peace, Justice and Sustainability) as well as 
the basic tenets of Group Decision Making, and Public Speaking. 
The assignment will be introduced early in the semester, immediately following the 
presentation and discussion of the basic theory chapters regarding perception, effective 
communication and listening.  Students will work throughout the semester as a group to 
develop the Informative and Persuasive Speeches that will be delivered during the last weeks of 
the course. 
 
Step 1:  At the beginning of the semester (most likely during the fourth week) students will be 

assigned a group randomly.  During a general class discussion, the basics of the three 
tenets of ‘Seeing Systems’ and the connection with global sustainability (specifically of 
ecological systems, their delicacy, the effects of an over- or underpopulation of a specific 
species, and the definition and effects of invasive species).  At least three group meetings 
will be structured into the course meeting days. 

 
Step 2:  Six groups will be established. 

1. Group 1:  After reading the following articles as a basis for their study and research on 
the first tenet of ‘Seeing Systems’ (Peace), Group 1 will continue as a group to research 



and prepare individual presentations regarding ‘Peace’ as a tenet of tenet of ‘Seeing 
Systems.’  These presentations must present a clear understanding of the basics of this 
tenet, as well as demonstrate the connection with global sustainability in general and 
environmental concerns specifically.  This group will be the first to present their findings 
in both Symposium and Forum presentations. 

a. Authentic Hope by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer 
b. The Hopeful Alternative—A Global Peace System by Patrick T. Hiller 
c. Principles of Earth Democracy by Vandana Shiva 

 
2. Groups 2-5: will be tasked with finding and researching a specific example of ecosystem 

collapse.  The system can be in any stage of collapse:  in danger of decline, currently in 
decline, currently recovering, completely collapsed or recovering.  Each group must 
answer the following questions: 

• What species was the most directly involved, and exactly what happened? 
• When did the collapse begin, where is it in the collapsing process? 
• What and when were the first symptoms noticed? 
• What ere the effects on the overall ecosystem? 
• What are the specific resulting changes, both short and long term? 
• What possible corrections/solutions exist to remedy the situation? 

 
Step 3:  Group members will participate in a Symposium and Forum presentation.  (Each group 

member will address one of the above questions in a 5-minute Informative Speech.  The 
individual presentations will be followed by the Forum Q & A.  (Although not a 
requirement, these speeches may use a maximum of one visual aid per main point of 
speech.  Proper use and presentation of the visual aid will warrant a small amount of 
extra credit.) 

 
Step 4:  Group members will then prepare a list of possible solutions and each student will 

present a 5-minute Persuasive Speech advocating for a particular plan of action to 
attempt to halt and repair the ecosystem collapse that was the focus of the group’s 
Informative Speeches. 

 
Step 5:  The last written assignment of the semester will be an individual analysis of the Group  

     Decision Making Process experienced during the group project.  Each student will  
     analyze the group’s overall effectiveness, as well as how closely the group followed the  
     steps of the Group Decision Making Process. 

 


