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❖ Course: ENC 1101 

❖ Topic: GMO: Why Agricultural Biodiversity is Important 

 

Before class session: Have students take GMO quiz and record their results: 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/foodinc/quiz/ 

 

Instructional Objective:  

As a part of a larger discussion in a class lesson unit or perhaps a themed course, buy 

watching this clip, in conjunction to other class activities, lessons, videos, and readings 

students will be able to consider the prevalence of genetically modified seeds in the 

food supply. They will be able to evaluate how keeping seeds in the public domain could 

affect innovation in biotechnology. Students will also be able to determine the 

relationship between biodiversity and food security. 

 

Materials: Film clip from documentary, Food, Inc.:  

"From Seed to the Supermarket” (length 9:50). The clip begins at 1:06:12 with a shot of 

a sunrise over a farm and ends at 1:16:02 with the on-screen text: "Monsanto declined 

to be interviewed for this film." 

 

Instructional Procedures: 

 

Set: At the start of class cue up GMO quiz. Ask students take out their results, and 

inquire as to how well they did. Scroll to question six on the quiz: “what percent of foods 

in U.S. supermarkets are estimated to contain one ingredient that is derived from GMO 

crops?” Answer: 70%. Survey the room and ask how many were shocked, surprised or 

not surprised and why. ------Lead into film clip. 

 



Body: Show the class the video clip "From Seed to the Supermarket." Focus students' 

attention by asking to them to take notes on concerns about genetically modified seeds 

voiced by those in the film. Discuss the following questions as a class: When companies 

have invested resources in developing genetic material, should they have the right to 

patent it? Why or why not? How might keeping seeds in the public domain affect 

innovation in biotechnology? What would happen if genetically modified seeds fail or 

become vulnerable to certain pests or crop diseases? What is the relationship between 

biodiversity and food security? 

 

Closure: The students will review the major points covered in the lesson: benefits and 

controversies of genetically modified seeds and three most important factors related to 

their use. For continuity, students should be encouraged to pay closer attentions to the 

food items they eat on a daily basis, as well as what is purchased for the home and to 

look for labels or messages on these food items regarding GMOs.  

 

Assessment: Contributions to class discussion for the day. The quality of information 

and analysis in the information learned during this class session on future reflections 

and essays. 

        

  

 

 


