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 Course: ENC 1101 

 Topic: Nonfiction Article, “A Historic Dip” by Kirk Nielsen, Miami New Times, Thursday, Apr 8, 1999  

 Instructional Objective: The student, after a reading the nonfiction news article, “A Historic 

Dip,” will be able to analyze the authors key points in the article, and have a better understanding 

of Virginia Key Beach’s historic and racially tense past, as well as how wade-ins played an 

important role not only in the civil rights movements nationwide, but specifically in South 

Florida. 

Instructional Procedures: 

Set: The professor will begin with a knowledge background probe to gauge the student’s knowledge of South 

Florida history pre-civil rights. The responses should be recorded on the board for all to see.  

Body: The professor will give an overview of the reading and a short time line of the civil rights movements for 

reference. Students will engage in jump in reading of the article. Discuss reading in class.  

Closure: The students will review the major points covered in the lesson: will be able to analyze the authors key 

points in the article, have a better understanding of Virginia Key Beach’s historic and racially tense past, as well as 

how wade-ins played an important role not only in the civil rights movements nationwide, but specifically in South 

Florida. 

Assessment: The students will then reflect on the discussion post on blackboard. In order to earn full credit for this 

assignment, the student must directly and completely respond to the prompt(s) using standard English grammar and 

spelling. As well as, respond to one classmate. Be sure to say something 'substantial'; do not just say "I agree" or "I 

enjoyed reading this." Give the reasoning behind your comment(s) and/or add to the information. Use standard 

English grammar and spelling. The discussion question is: “Now that you are aware of the racial tense past of South 

Florida’s most memorable beaches, reflect on your most recent beach outing (what kind of people did you see, how 

was the atmosphere, did everyone get along, who was in the water, etc.) How does this new knowledge affect your 

experience, and have you gained any appreciation for the rights you now have as a South Florida resident?” 

 

Resource Link: http://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/a-historic-dip-6359114  
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