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Topic: Understanding lifespan human development through a systems thinking approach. 

 

Purpose: Students often lack a comprehensive understanding of the interconnectedness between intra-

personal, inter-personal, biological, and broader environmental factors. The proposed curriculum would 

add and extend current topics covered in Human Growth and Development course as well as expose 

students to participating in the Hialeah campus Interdisciplinary Student Symposium where they can 

share and discuss systems thinking and connections between all factors (including sustainability issues 

and environmental justice) from a human development perspective.  

Description: During the first two weeks of the semester, students will learn about and participate in 

ongoing discussions of a systems thinking approach to human development (Thelen & Smith, 2007; 

Oyama, 1999) as well as connections between natural systems and the broader environment. Students 

will then participate in a group project over the Spring 2017 semester to research focused topics in 

human development from a systems thinking approach. Each group of students will produce an APA 

style research paper and a brief presentation. In addition, the best two papers (voted by the class based 

on APA standards) will be presented in a round table discussion format at the Interdisciplinary Student 

Symposium on March 29th 2016 at the Hialeah campus. The round table will consist of students from 

various courses in several disciplines (English, Statistics, Psychology, etc.).  

Objectives: 

1) Students will explore systems thinking and how it can be applied to human developmental 

processes 

2) Students will evaluate the value of a systems thinking approach over other more traditionally 

linear thinking approaches to human development 

3) Students will research and analyze potential solutions to complex human development 

problems from a systems thinking perspective 

4) Students will produce an APA style research paper and presentation to showcase their research 

efforts 

5) Two research papers from the course will be presented at the Hialeah campus Interdisciplinary 

Student Symposium round table discussion to further explore systems thinking and its 

application to human developmental processes at the campus level 

Learning Outcomes: Through in-class discussions, selected readings, as well as their own research 

efforts towards the described project, students will  

1) Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives  

2) Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society 

3) Create strategies to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities 

4) Solve problems using critical and creative thinking as well as scientific reasoning 


