
Professor: Dr. Alan Ngim 

Music Appreciation  

Penderecki’s Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima,  Beethoven’s 6th Symphony, Nathan Currier’s Gaian 

Symphony (#25 Hymn) and Climate Change 

 

Objectives:  Students will learn about climate change, its causes, potential catastrophic results, and what 

impact they can have on it. In addition, students will be introduced to related music of the mid to late 

20th century. Students will write a brief report and create an accompanying PowerPoint presentation. 

Their reports and presentations will be used to assess their understanding of both climate change and 

the given musical styles. 

Addressed Learning Objectives: 

1. Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  

4. Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information.  

7. Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society.  

8. Use computer and emerging technologies effectively.  

9. Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative activities.  

10. Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the 
environment.  

 

Lesson Plan 

1) Before the class meeting, students are to read the Rolling Stone article and listen to the related 

TED talk on climate change: 

http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719  

http://www.ted.com/talks/james_hansen_why_i_must_speak_out_about_climate_change.html 

2) MINI-ASSIGNMENT: Bring to class a list of the statistics from the articles that made the biggest 

impact on you.  

3) IN-CLASS DISCUSSION: What are some of the known facts of the current situation? Why do you 

think there is so little action taken by people and by the government? 

4) Review James Hansen’s lecture, in which he compares the energy imbalance (heating of the 

earth) to atomic bombs. (minutes 7-9 in the video). 

 a) Listen to Penderecki’s Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima 

http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
http://www.ted.com/talks/james_hansen_why_i_must_speak_out_about_climate_change.html


 b) Show the basic construction of the music, using the score to illustrate. 

 c) Compare the destruction unleashed by the bomb to the potential destruction due to 

climate change. 

5) ASSIGNMENT: Listen to the following. Write a two-page paper comparing the two musical 

works, their musical attributes, and what they depict. The second piece will need additional research 

that can be found at the web site for composer Nathan Currier. Comment on your concept of the 

“health” of Earth now compared to during Beethoven’s lifetime, roughly two hundred years ago. 

 a) Opening of Beethoven’s 6th Symphony (Pastoral) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OC-EPsvdi6E  

 b) Excerpt from Nathan Currier’s Gaian Symphony (#25 Hymn) 

http://nathankindcurrier.com/home.html 

 c) Explain Currier’s interest in Earth and climate change. Students should browse through 

his web site and read a little about the ideas of Gaian theory: 

http://www.nathankindcurrier.com/gaianvariations/home.htm 

  Point out that Currier has spent time working with Al Gore on Climate Project among 

other activities related to climate change. 

  

Assessment 

Students will be assessed according to the feedback given in their written report. The report must 

demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the music. It must also demonstrate basic awareness of the 

increased stress on the environment, which now is causing climate change. Outstanding papers will 

connect the sound of the music to the current state of the Earth. 
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