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Instructor: Jorge L. Obeso, Ph.D.  

Office: Biology, Health and Wellness Department, Room: A-311– North Campus 

Phone: 305-237-8088 (direct) – Department Front Desk: 305-237-1101 (M-F, 8:00 am – 7:00 pm) 

E-mail: Jobeso@mdc.edu 

 

    

 

Lesson Plan : Why facts don’t work !  

- Why people don’t take action as a result of climate change data 
- The ―Bad things happen to –other- people‖ syndrome. 
- The uncertainty of uncertainty. 

 

 

Background Information: 

 

In spite of the overwhelming amount of strong supportive evidence/data on the severity of climate change and 

of its negative consequences on the planet, most people seem to ignore the scientific facts and do little or 

nothing at all to remedy the situation or to take a proactive stance.  In a recent article published by the 

Huffington Post on why some people take action on climate change and others don’t (1), Dr. Janis Dickinson, a 

professor of natural resources at Cornell and the lead author on a study addressing this issue pointed out that 

―As we learn what’s important to different kinds of people with respect to climate change, that information can 

help us communicate in ways where the problem can be heard.‖   Our brains might be hotwired to keep us from 

constantly responding to threats, and this might be one of the reasons people are not responding to climate 

change warnings (2).  Furthermore, climate change is gradual impersonal thing that always seems to ―live‖ in 

the future.  

 

Goals:  

 

1. To identify barriers (attitudes and perceptions) regarding global warming that might preclude peers from 

taking positive/proactive action to the problem of climate change. 

2. To design novel strategies that might include social media networks, powerful storytelling, community 

volunteers and/or personal outreach to inspire audiences to take action. 

3. To increase knowledge of global warming awareness issues in the immediate community 
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Materials 

 

1. Global warming questionnaire: This exercise will use one of the forms from the National Wildlife 

Federation’s Climate Classroom Initiative (www.climateclassroom.org)  

http://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Eco-schools/AITInTheClassroom7_08.ashx  in order for students to 

canvass their classroom, school/discipline, family, and/or community on attitudes, perceptions and/or 

knowledge base about global warming.  

 

 
 

2. YouTube videos: 

a. Jim Hansen – Why I must speak out about climate change‖  (TED Talk, February 2012) 

http://www.ted.com/talks/james_hansen_why_i_must_speak_out_about_climate_change 

 

b. Why People Don't Believe In Climate Science at ―It's Okay To Be Smart‖, YouTube Channel. 

https://youtu.be/y2euBvdP28c 

 

c. How You Get People to Take Climate Change Personally  at Big Think ; Published on May 19, 

2015. Gina McCarthy, the administrator of the nation's top environmental agency, discusses 

strategies for encouraging actionable responses to climate change.  

https://youtu.be/cKzmr6tE5yU 

 

d. People Said Climate Change Was Too Big A Problem To Fix, But He’s Not Listening. At  ―A 

Plus‖  Published on Sep 19, 2016  : Seventy-six percent of youth strongly believe climate change 

can be solved if action is taken now. Hear one young man’s story.  https://youtu.be/5qsbltiF-SM 

  

e. Why Do People Still Deny Climate Change?; at ―NowThis‖ Published on Oct 15, 2016   Climate 

scientists overwhelmingly agree that the earth is warming due to human activities. How can 

some people still deny climate change?  https://youtu.be/p9_pUFXeN1Y 
 

3. Background Reading material: 

 

a. In Florida, officials ban term 'climate change'   :  

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article12983720.html 

http://www.climateclassroom.org/
http://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Eco-schools/AITInTheClassroom7_08.ashx
http://www.ted.com/talks/james_hansen_why_i_must_speak_out_about_climate_change
https://youtu.be/y2euBvdP28c
https://youtu.be/cKzmr6tE5yU
https://youtu.be/5qsbltiF-SM
https://youtu.be/p9_pUFXeN1Y
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article12983720.html
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b. Florida Isn't the Only State to 'Ban' Climate Change. By Tanya Lewis, Staff Writer | March 9, 

2015 04:51pm.  http://www.livescience.com/50085-states-outlaw-climate-change.html 

 

c. Did Florida Really Ban Environmental Officials from Using the Term ―Climate Change‖? 

Mbiyimoh Ghogomu • March 10, 2015 • No Comments 

http://thehigherlearning.com/2015/03/10/did-florida-ban-environmental-officials-from-using-the-

term-climate-change/ 

 

d. climate-change-everglades.pdf. 

http://www.miamidade.gov/environment/library/brochures/climate-change-everglades.pdf 

 

 

4. Additional Training Materials and Classroom Lesson Samples 

 

a. Climate Reality Leadership Corps training: https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training 

 

b. Learn the basic science of climate change in 24 easy steps. Subscribe to It's Okay To Be Smart: 

http://bit.ly/iotbs_sub 

 

 

Classroom Activity:   

 

 This lesson plan is facilitated by a Web-Enhanced Course platform 

 This activity is appropriate for major and non-major biology and environmental courses. 

 This activity could be develop as part of a learning community, e.g. psychology & biology 

 

1. Week A: Post all supporting documentation (reading materials and YouTube videos) on your 

Blackboard course page (if using a Web-enhanced or VC course platform). 

2. Week B: Students should be assigned to read the material at least one week in advance form the 

classroom meeting time. 

3. Week C: Students are requested to write a short (1-2 page) reflection paper on one of the YouTube 

videos they watched. 

4. Week D: Students read and discuss their reflections in class 

5. Week E-F: Students collect data using the Global Warming Questionnaire provided.  This questionnaire 

could be converted to an online format so the questionnaire could be done from an i-phone and 

automatic data analysis secured.  Students may opt to do some ―subjective‖ data collection by filming 

and/or interviewing their subjects by using their i-phones during the process/interview. 

6. Week G-H:  Students analyze and discuss the data in class; look for trends and key ―risk factors‖  and/or 

attitudes and perceptions which might lead to the development of a ―climate change denial or inactivity‖  

attitude. 

7. Week I-J: Students develop their own community outreach initiative campaign based on the data 

collected. 

8. Week  K:  Students showcase their work, efforts and findings on a public forum/fair or as a part of Earth 

Day celebrations (e.e. April 22, 2018). 

 

 

http://www.livescience.com/50085-states-outlaw-climate-change.html
http://thehigherlearning.com/2015/03/10/did-florida-ban-environmental-officials-from-using-the-term-climate-change/
http://thehigherlearning.com/2015/03/10/did-florida-ban-environmental-officials-from-using-the-term-climate-change/
http://www.miamidade.gov/environment/library/brochures/climate-change-everglades.pdf
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training
http://bit.ly/iotbs_sub
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CITATIONS 

 

1. Why Some People Take Action On Climate Change — And Others Don’t : A new study pinpoints moral 

values that could drive people to act.; By Carolyn Gregoire. Huffington Post Healthy Living 11/18/2016 

06:02 pm ET ; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-change-action-

psychology_us_582dd689e4b058ce7aa97f4d 

  

2. Why People Don't Believe In Climate Science at ―It's Okay To Be Smart’ , YouTube Channel. 

https://youtu.be/y2euBvdP28c 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-change-action-psychology_us_582dd689e4b058ce7aa97f4d
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-change-action-psychology_us_582dd689e4b058ce7aa97f4d
https://youtu.be/y2euBvdP28c

