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“The stakes have never been higher. We must, in short order, be about what Thomas Berry calls „The 
Great Work‟ of remaking the human presence on Earth – how we provision ourselves with food, 
energy, materials, water, livelihood, health, and shelter. We must build authentic and vibrant 
communities that sustain us ecologically and spiritually. For this challenge we need a generation 
equipped to respond with energy, moral stamina, enthusiasm, and ecological competence. This 

requires a new understanding of ourselves and our place in nature and in time. This is the challenge of 

education.” –David Orr. 
 

The Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies  
 
This program provides inclusive educational opportunities for the Miami Dade College community to 

explore global citizenship, ecological sustainability, and civic engagement, through understanding 
planetary challenges and by developing values, skills, and behaviors that promote communities of 
well-being. In addition, GSELS will share successful processes that can serve as a national model. 
 
Upon completion of the GSELS project, the students will have acquired the knowledge and skills 
needed to cope and constructively engage with the 21st century, including these eight guiding 
principles of global citizenship (from a consensus of experts in nine countries, East, West, as cited in 

Sustainable Education by Stephen Sterling): 
 
 

 Looking at problems in a global context  
 Working cooperatively and responsibly 
 Accepting cultural differences 
 Thinking in a critical and systematic way 

 Solving conflicts non-violently 
 Changing lifestyles to protect the environment 
 Defending human rights 
 Participating in politics 

 
 



GSELS Topic: Water Consumption 
 

Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies Rubric 
 

 

Assignments Points 

 Ecological Footprint from the Global Footprint Network-
www.footprintnetwork.og  

 Print out results and suggestions for lowering your ecological footprint.  
 Write a one page reflection essay based on your results on a Word 

document.   

20 

 Water Usage Calculator (www.home-water-works.org): take survey, 
report results, and write a one page reflection essay 

20 

 Join an organization or add your name to the e-mailing list of a non-profit 
organization that may address the principles of The Earth Charter.  

 Document proof of membership. 

10 

 Submit a copy of your home’s water bill at the beginning of the project. 
 Submit a copy of your home’s water bill a month later.  

10 

 Search for a petition that supports water conservation anywhere in the 
United States. Post the petition on your choice of social media. Sign the 
petition. Provide documentation for posting and signing. 

20 

 Develop and write a bulleted action plan to influence and foster three 
behavior changes that can reduce water consumption at home. List the 

three behaviors you and family members will change. 
 Implement the action plan for 30 days.  
 Write a two page essay based on your observations of the choice of 

behaviors, the implementation process, the challenges, the results, and 
ways to implement more efficient strategies.  

30 

 
        Total Points: ____ /100  
 
Print all assignments separately and place in a RECYCLED folder labeled with your name, DEP 2000, 

Honors College, GSELS Project, Earth Ethics Institute, Miami Dade College, Fall Semester 2014-1, 
Prof. Carola Pedreschi. Document guideline: Top right: name, Times Roman, double space, font 12, 
black ink, and use a one inch margin all-around. Please use recycled paper and front/back copies. 

 
Project Due Date: TBA 
 

 


