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 “Using Social Psychology to Create a Sustainable Planet” 
 

As a capstone project, students in SOP 2002 will design a project that uses concepts, methods, and techniques from 

Social Psychology to promote environmentally responsible attitudes and actions.  The goal is to promote responsible 

changes in attitudes and behaviors of others with regard to how people interact with and use environmental resources.  

This project addresses MDC’S tenth Learning Outcome 

“Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the environment.” 

There are two parts to this capstone project.  For the first part, each student will design a project which will be graded 

on an individual basis.  The project must contain certain aspects which are explained below under Part A.  The first part 

of the project is worth 15% of the students overall grade in this course.  The second part of the project will involve 

working in a group to put into action one of the environmental sustainable class projects that your professor selects for 

implementation.  Further details for the group implementation of an environmentally sustainable class project are given 

under Part B.  The group part of the capstone project is worth an additional 15% of your overall grade.  Thus, the entire 

capstone project is worth 30% of your grade in this course. 

 

Part A – Individual Project part:   

In order to adequately design your project you will need to do several things: 
 

1.  Read Module E, entitled “Applying Social Psychology to the Environment” and class notes. 
 

2.  Select an environmental issue that interests you for your project. 
 

3.  Decide whether you will design a group Motivational Project or a group Advertising Campaign.  Choose to 

do only one of them. 

 

If you choose to design a group Motivational Project then your goal will be to change people’s current 

attitudes and behaviors about how they interact with and impact the environment and how they can adopt 

and/or adapt their behavior to help create a sustainable planet.  (If you choose to design a group Motivational 

Project then you will want to review your class notes as well as review Ch. 7 of your textbook on Attitudes and 

Behaviors).  

 

If you wish to design a group Advertising Campaign then your goal will be to raise awareness about an 

environmental issue, to persuade people to your position about the issue, and to challenge people to think 

and examine their behavior regarding the issue. (If you choose to design a group Advertising Campaign about 

your environmental issue, then refer to your classnotes as well as Ch. 8 of your textbook on Social Influence 

and Persuasion.) 

 

4.  Consider reading additional sources such as journal articles to help you with this project. 

      A list of relevant journal articles can be found attached to this set of directions.   



Part A cont. 
 

Specifics about the Individual Capstone Project Part: 
 

1.  Give your Project a Title and include it on your project submission to your professor.  
 

2.  Include your name, the date, and the course number and name. 
 

3.  State whether your project is a Motivational Project or an Advertising Campaign. 
 

4.  Explain the specific environmental issue that you are addressing with the project. 
 

5.  List the number of students needed to conduct the project. (Note: There must be at least              two or 

more students to constitute a group.)    
 

6.  Name the specific roles for each member of the group project, e.g., Director or Designer, etc. 

 

7.  Describe your project in detail.  Be specific. 

 -   Be sure to state the Goal of the project. 

 -   Explain how you Plan to conduct the project. (Be very detailed) 

 -   Explain how we will know if your plan was successful. 

 

8.  All projects need to be typed using a 12 point font and double-spaced. 
 

                     Note: This part of the project is worth 15% of your grade in the course. 

 

 

Have fun!  Be creative!  Let your ideas flow! 

 

 

 

 

Part A – Each students’ Project is Due: _____________   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part B – Group Project overview:  
 

1.  The projects that seem to be the most feasible for implementation will be selected by your professor.  She 

will select them from all of the previously submitted individual projects. 
 

2.  Each one of you will be assigned to work on a particular project.  Preferences for projects will be taken into 

consideration, but there is no guarantee that you will get to work on the project that is your first or second 

choice.  Sorry, but that’s life sometimes. 
 

3.  No social loafing!  Each group member is expected to carry his or her own weight.      Remember, your 

project is only as good as its weakest link.  So, be prepared to put further your best efforts. 
 

4.  Grading – Your group grade will be based upon input from three sources: you, the other group members, 

and your professor.  The group grade is 15% of your total grade in this class. 
 

5.  Each group will follow the plan of the project and carry it out over the next several weeks. 

Each group will have some time to meet during class time, but you will also need to plan to meet outside of 

class time too.   
    

6.  At the end of the semester each group will present their completed project to the class. 
 

Part B – Specifics about the Group Project:   
 

1.  Discuss the project with one another so that everyone understands what needs to be done. 

 

2.  Each member of your group should either volunteer or be assigned at least one specific role such as 

Director, Recorder, Designers, etc. 
 

3.  Divide up the work among the group members.   
 

4.  Schedule time to meet in order to implement the project. 
 

5.  Actually go and do the project.  Be sure to take notes, write down observations, take photos. 
 

6.  When your group has completed the project, meet to analyze the success of the project. 
 

7.  As a group, put together a small presentation for your project.  Suggestions include: PowerPoint slides, 

posters, handouts, photo slide shows.  One or more group members present the final project to the class.  


