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Introduction 
 
It is important to reduce the use of fossil fuels to improve health. Unsafe levels of 
air pollution can affect people’s health and lead to lung cancer, asthma, and heart 
disease. Many communities are surrounded by unhealthy levels of air pollution. 
Investing in the Clean Power Plan reduces carbon and other harmful emissions 
from coal power plants and impact climate change. Some companies are using 
clean air practices to find sustainable solutions to reduce air pollution and waste.  
 
Students will use the Internet to investigate how climate justice relates to 
health, and the impact of air pollution and waste management practices to 
health.  
 
Students will watch a panel discussion The Climate and Health Meeting 
video in class and a discussion of the key points will be discussed in class.  
 
https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/climate-change/climate-and-health-
meeting-replay 
 
 
Panel: Connecting Climate Change and Public Health: State of the Science  
• Moderator — Jonathan Patz, University of Wisconsin  
• Heat — Kim Knowlton, Natural Resources Defense Council and Mailman 
School of Public Health, Columbia University  
• Extreme Weather Events and Disasters — Mark Keim, DisasterDoc  
• The Food Supply — Sam Myers, Harvard University  
• Infectious Diseases — Glenn Morris, University of Florida  
• Air Quality and Allergens — Patrick Kinney, Boston University  
• Mental Health — Lise Van Susteren, Advisory Board member, Center for Health 
and the Global Environment, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health  
 
 
Online Assignments: 
 
Discussion Post #1 
 
Search the Internet and discuss which communities in the USA are most affected 
by air pollution. What is the main cause of the air pollution? Respond to one other 
post. 
 
 
Discussion Post #2 
 
Certain populations are more vulnerable to the negative effects of climate 
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change. These include children, the elderly, and underserved communities.  
 
 

 Visit the website Climate Justice and Health at https://apha.org/topics-and-
issues/climate-change/climate-
justice?utm_medium=email&utm_source=yocchemail&utm_campaign=ma
rch-cleanenergy&utm_content=readclimatejustice 

 

 Read the article on Climate Change and Health at https://apha.org/news-
and-media/multimedia/infographics/how-climate-change-affects-your-
health 

 
What is the relationship between climate justice and health?  
 
 
Field trip: 
 
Students will go on a guided field trip to Covanta Dade Renewable Energy 
Plant. 
 
After the field trip to Covanta, students will discuss the following: 
 

 How is the Covanta Dade waste processing plant addressing air pollution? 

 How does Covanta impact the health of the surrounding community? 

 How do the measures taken by this plant relate to climate justice and 
public health?  

 Are the waste practices used by Covanta sustainable and economically 
feasible?  
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