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Lesson Plan Topic: Biodiversity and Language may affect Health Status of Clients  

Course: Advanced Medical/Surgical Nursing Laboratory (NUR2212L)  

Course description: This course provides students with opportunities to apply advanced  concepts of medical 

surgical nursing.  Experiences in both in-patient and community  settings will be provided, focusing on the 

nurse’s role in meeting the needs of the client,  family, and community.  Students will be encouraged to 

actively participate in projects  assisting clients in preventive care and maintenance of health.    

Time allotment: group discussions for 30-45 minutes  

This course intentionally addresses Student Learning Outcome # 1, #2, #3, and #5. 

 -Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

 -Use quantitative analytical skills to evaluate and process numerical data. 

 -Solve problems using critical and creative thinking and scientific reasoning. 

 -Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 

 Additional Student Learning Outcomes addressed by this lesson plan #7 and #10 

 -Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society 

 -Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of humans on the           

 environment.  

Instructional Objectives 

Students will: 

 -identify the influences of biodiversity, cultural diversity, and language diversity on  clients’ health 

status. 

 -discuss the impact of a patient’s cultural background on their expectations of the  nurse.   -

formulate patient care plans utilizing nursing process and incorporating the trans-cultural  concepts and 

sensitivity to promote preventive care and maintenance of health status. -demonstrate cultural awareness in 

caring for patients of diverse cultural backgrounds. 

Content Outline 

1. Biodiversity definition.  

2. The relationship between culture and health.  

3. Should nurses be aware of individual variations about social value, belief, meaning of life, and 

identity of people in multiple subculture?   

4. Students discuss on nursing implications regarding trans-cultural nursing and awareness.  

Instructional strategies 



 1. Instructor divides students into groups of two and assigns dates for group presentation  during post 

conferences. 

 2. Homework: 

  -search on the American Nurses Association (ANA) Website and download the  ANA’s 

Principle of Environmental Health for Nursing Practice with Implementation  Strategies.  

  -search and download Earth Charter Preamble 

 3. Summarize the recommended article (A Strategy to Reduce Cross-cultural  Miscommunication 

and Increase the Likelihood of Improving Health Outcomes) with the  group member and present to the 

class on the assigned date. 

 4. Class discussions after presentation about the impact of biodiversity, cultural diversity,  and 

language diversity on health status. 

 5. Students in class select one principle or sub-principle in each part of Earth Charter and   ANA 

Principle of Environmental Health and identify at least two nursing actions based  on the acquired knowledge 

from the presentation.  

 6. Instructor facilitates the class discussion and provides feedback. 

 7. Students reflect their experiences and affection from this lesson. 

 Assessment: discussions and reflections 

Resources  

ANA Position Statement:  

http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/EthicsStandards/CodeofEthicsforNurses/Code-of-

Ethics.pdf 

Earth Charter: 

http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Read-the-Charter.html 

Definition of biodiversity: 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/biodiversity/ 

Diversity in trans-cultural nursing 

http://www.culturediversity.org/thirdwrld.htm 

A Strategy to Reduce Cross-cultural Miscommunication and Increase the Likelihood of Improving Health 

Outcomes 

http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2003/06000/A_Strategy_to_Reduce_Cross_cultural.6.aspx 

(PDF file is available with the link.) 
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