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I. Subject:   EAP 1500 

Topic:  Engaging with the Element of Water 

Time:   One 75-minute lesson 

 

 

II. Goal: In this lesson, students will strengthen their understanding of water as an inspiration 

for poetry and nature introspection. 

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. enhance their knowledge of vocabulary related to water and poetry 

2. compare and contrast three poems 

3. improve pronunciation and intonation when reading poetry  

4. distinguish poems that rhyme from those written in free verse 

5. give reasons to state their preference for a particular poem 

 

IV. Instructional Strategies 

 

Warming-up:    Involve students in a discussion on their use of and attitudes toward 

water. 

  

Activities:  

 

1. Ask volunteers to read the three poems out loud. 

2. Have students practice reading their favorite poem (of the three) with a partner. 

3. Explain the differences between rhyme and free verse. 

4. Allow students to discuss why they prefer one poem over the other two in small 

groups.  

5. Have students answer the questions on the Analysis worksheet (attached). 

6. Have one student from each group talk about his/her favorite poem. 

 

 

Closure: As a class, explore how and why water serves as an inspiration to poets, writers, 

visual artists, and musicians. 

 

 

Homework:  

1. Make a recording of your favorite water poem and send the file to your instructor.  

 

V.      Assessment:  Evaluation of students’ oral recordings and worksheets 

 

 

VI. Materials: Selected Poems and Analysis Worksheet – see below 

 

 



VII. General Education Outcomes and EAP 1500 Competencies:  

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills 

 

Outcome #9: Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative activities. 

 

 

Competency 2: The student will speak with sufficient accuracy and fluency to ensure 

comprehension in many social, professional, and academic situations. 

 

Competency 3: The student will speak with intelligible pronunciation, stress, and 

intonation 

 

Competency 10: The student will demonstrate analytical listening skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Blackwater Pond – by Mary Oliver 

At Blackwater Pond the tossed waters have  

settled  

after a night of rain.  

I dip my cupped hands. I drink  

a long time. It tastes  

like stone, leaves, fire. It falls cold  

into my body, waking the bones. I hear them  

deep inside me, whispering  



oh what is that beautiful thing  

that just happened? 

THE PEACE OF WILD THINGS – BY WENDELL BERRY 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things  

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

Water – by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

The water understands 

Civilization well; 

It wets my foot, but prettily, 

It chills my life, but wittily, 

It is not disconcerted, 

It is not broken-hearted: 

Well used, it decketh joy, 

Adorneth, doubleth joy: 

Ill used, it will destroy, 

In perfect time and measure 

With a face of golden pleasure 

Elegantly destroy. 

 Analysis Worksheet 

Answer the following question and be prepared to talk about your answers. 

Knowledge:  Circle two words that you don’t know in each poem and look them up in a dictionary. 

   Write the words and their definitions here: 

   1. 

   2. 

   3. 

   4. 

   5. 



   6. 

Comprehension:  Look for words that rhyme and write a pair of words in the space below. 

 

Application:   How does each writer use the element of water in his/her poem? 

 

 

 

Analysis:  Select the poem you like best and give three reasons to explain why you like it. What is 

the underlying theme of your favorite one? 

 

 

 

Synthesis: What is it about water that inspires poets and other artists? Can you think of a way to use 

the element of water in an artistic way? 

 

 

Evaluation:  Based on the discussion in your group, what makes readers enjoy a certain poem? 

 

 


