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I. Subject:   0320 (English for Academic Purposes) 

                   Speech / Reading Level 3 (upper-intermediate) 

Topic:  Endangered Languages and Biodiversity 

Grade:   College Level 

Time:   One 75-minute lesson 

 

II. Goal: In this lesson, students will gain knowledge of endangered languages and the 

relationship between language and culture. 

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will: 

 

1. develop an appreciation for language diversity 

2. understand the connection between language diversity, biodiversity and culture 

3. evaluate the status of endangered languages 

4. summarize main ideas and details of a reading passage 

5. draw conclusions from a reading passage and a video on languages 

 

IV. Instructional Strategies 

 

Warming-up:    Elicit foreign words from students and ask: “What is the origin of 

these words?” (Examples: “Gesundheit” or apple pie “à la mode”) 

  

Activities:  

 

1. Read the passage “Languages – A Global View” (Heinle Reading Explorer 2, pp. 48-

49). 

 

2. Have students write a sentence that includes the main idea and ask them to list three 

details from the passage. 

 

3. Show students the map (see below) of biodiversity and language diversity overlap. 

Discuss the map with students and ask them to write sentences describing the map.  

 

4. Play the video “Saving an Endangered Language” about a group of university 

students who travel to Taiwan to document the endangered language Atayal in an 

effort to help preserve a unique culture. Have students summarize the key points 

presented in the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Wnnpwkdvek 

 

5. Show students the Endangered Languages website from UNESCO available at 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/index.php?hl=en&page=atlasmap. 

Demonstrate how to enter a country in the search box and explain the language 

vitality labels (ranging from “vulnerable” to “extinct”). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Wnnpwkdvek
http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/index.php?hl=en&page=atlasmap


Closure: Ask students to tell you what they learned about endangered languages and 

biodiversity in this class. 

 

Homework: Go to the UNESCO Endangered Languages website and enter a country. 

Create a chart that shows some (3-5) languages used in this country and the level of 

vitality. Bring the chart to our next class. 

 

Extra Credit: Take the Language Diversity Hotspots Quiz at 

http://pg.treehugger.com/games-quizzes/biodiversity-hotspots-quiz/ 

 

V.      Assessment:  Evaluation of HW chart 

     Evaluation of written main idea sentence and supporting details 

          Evaluation of oral summary 

 

 

VI.       Materials: See Website links and map (below). 

 

 

VII.       General Education Outcomes  and Reading Competencies:  

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills. 

 

Outcome #5:   Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and 

historical perspectives. 

 

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of 

humans on the environment. 

 

 

Competency 1:  The student will comprehend texts appropriate to the level (e.g., grade 

level 6-8) on familiar topics with emphasis on vocabulary expansion.  

 

Competency 2:  The student will distinguish between main ideas and supporting details 

in simplified texts. 

 

Competency 3:   The student will use textual clues to identify simple patterns of 

organization, e.g., connectors and transitions to comprehend reading passages appropriate 

to the level. 

 

Competency 4:  The student will develop vocabulary by recognizing context clues and 

using roots, affixes, definition, restatement, and appositive clues. 

 Draw conclusions from stated information.  

 Make simple predictions.  

 Relate reading to personal experience.   

Competency 5:  The student will demonstrate some awareness of common cultural 

references. 

                                    Biodiversity and Endangered Languages Overlap 

http://pg.treehugger.com/games-quizzes/biodiversity-hotspots-quiz/


 

 

 

 


