
Dr. Anouchka Rachelson –  

Miami Dade College, Kendall Campus 

World Languages 

 

 “A Visit to the Historical Deering Estate” 

Lesson Plan Outline 

 

I. Subject:   EAP 1586 (Speech-Listening- Reading Level 5) 

Topic:  The Deering Estate – History and Ecology 

Grade:   College Level 

Time:   One 75-minute lesson 

 

II. Goal: Students will orally retell the history and ecology of the Deering Estate and understand 

and summarize a reading passage on its Water Restoration Project. 

 

III. Instructional Objectives: Students will 

 

1. understand the main points presented about the history and ecology of the 

Deering Estate. 

2. increase their comprehension of related vocabulary. 

3. retell the main ideas and details of the presentation in their own words. 

4. answer questions about a short passage on the Water Restoration Project. 

5. summarize the main points of the passage using paraphrasing. 

 

IV. Instructional Strategies 

 

Warm-up:    Ask students if they have heard of or visited the Deering Estate, and discuss 

what they already know about  it. 

  

Activities:  

 

1. Present the PowerPoint on the Deering Estate and involve students in retelling of key 

points and description of pictures during the presentation. 

2. Have students take notes and share their notes with a partner. 

3. Have students develop short roleplays in which they tell what they learned to a family 

member or friend and answer the person’s questions. 

4. Read the reading passage (handout) out loud and explain and practice new 

vocabulary.  

5. Ask students to complete the questions on the handout. 

6. Have students write a summary of the passage in their own words (paraphrasing). 

 

 

Closure: Invite students to research when the Deering Estate is open to the public (free 

of charge) and show the Deering Estate’s website: http://www.deeringestate.org/ 

 

 

 

 

V.  Assessment:  Evaluation of students’ oral retelling and written assignment. 

 

 

VI. Materials:  A Visit to the Historical Deering Estate - PowerPoint 

http://www.deeringestate.org/


  The Deering Estate Water Restoration Project - handout 

 

 

VII. General Education Learning Outcomes:  

 

Outcome #1: Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

skills 

 

Outcome #10: Describe how natural systems function and recognize the impact of 

humans on the environment. 

 

 

VIII. EAP 1586 Competencies: 
 

 

Competency 1: The student will demonstrate understanding of academic materials by:                   

 - recognizing stated and implied main ideas 

- expanding academic and general vocabulary 

- understanding the relationship between and within sentences 

Competency 2: The student will develop linguistic flexibility and proficiency in reading,  

   speaking  and listening by: 

   - adjusting strategies to match purpose and task, including interpreting visual data 

   - increasing overall reading rate and fluency   

                                 - varying linguistic register to match audience/purpose 

 

Competency 4: The student will demonstrate the ability to perform academic oral/aural tasks by: 

         - participating in classroom discussions, real and simulated situations 

                     - using comprehensible pronunciation , stress and intonation 

                     - understanding a speaker's main purpose, main ideas and tone 

                     - taking notes from lectures  

                                 - expanding and incorporating academic and general vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deering Estate Water Restoration Project – Reading Activity 
Adapted from http://www.deeringestate.org/cutler-slough/ 

 

 

The Cutler Slough Rehydration Project is a site-specific reconciliation ecology effort to help restore seasonal 

water flow into an historic slough (a freshwater wetland habitat) that once existed within the Deering Estate 

boundaries. It redistributes water from the South Florida Water Management flood protection canals via spur 

canals and a pumping station. The slow moving water is then naturally filtered as it travels through the Estate’s 

habitats and out to Biscayne Bay in a more ecologically beneficial manner. Components of the project include 

http://www.deeringestate.org/cutler-slough/


a restored educational wetland, pump station and spreader, and a dam placed in Cutler Creek to prevent salt 

water intrusion. K-12 students as well as residents of all ages have been engaged in the habitat monitoring and 

data collection as part of a citizen science program – to encourage greater understanding, support, and 

advocacy of natural areas and restoration projects worldwide, with emphasis on understanding wetland 

habitats and water conservation in a local/regional context. 

 

Answer the questions below: 

 

What is the project called?__________________________________________________________________ 

Where is it located? _______________________________________________________________________ 

What does it do? What are the benefits? ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does it work? _________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is engaged in this project? ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why is a project like this important?__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


